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INTRODUCTION 


The Bible is often called the Book of Life. Those who 
read and study its pages may find the way to eternal life. 
It is also a Book of Life in the sense that it records the 
experiences of many lives. In the study of the Bible this 
great fact is sometimes lost sight of. 

The Bible is not an easy book. The lives whose stories 
it contains were lived long ago and in places remote. The 
stories themselves are often overlaid with local references 
or interwoven with details whose meaning seems irrele- 
vant or obscure. 

Those who are to use the Bible in teaching children will 
find it necessary to recover this personal element in order 
to touch with their influence the lives of their pupils. It 
is particularly important that the teacher should have a 
clear mental picture of patriarch and pioneer, of prophet, 
king and statesman, and, most of all, of the Master himsel€ 
and his disciples. 

It is with these needs in mind that the editors made 
their selections from the life stories of the great heroes of 
the Bible. Their purpose was “to make this generation ac- 
quainted with Abraham, David, Paul and the others, as 
well at least as it is with Alexander, Cesar and King 
Arthur.” These stories have found their way into thou- 
sands of homes, into Sunday schools, Y. M. C. A. groups 
and into public schools. They are now sent forth, in this 
new edition, in the hope that they may commend them- 
selves even more acceptably to those who are preparing to 
teach. 

BENJAMIN S. WINCHESTER. 
Boston, November 30, I9II. 
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ABRAHAM 


Now Jehovah said unto Abram, “Get thee out of 
thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s 
house, unto the land that I will show thee: and I will 
make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and 
make thy name great; and be thou a blessing: and I will 
bless them that bless thee, and him that curseth thee 
will I curse: and in thee shall all the families of the earth 
be blessed.” 

So Abram went, as Jehovah had spoken unto him; and 
Lot went with him. And Abram took Sarai his wife, 
and Lot his brother’s son, and all their substance that they 
had gathered, and the souls that they had gotten in 
Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of 
Canaan; and into the land of Canaan they came. And 
Abram passed through the land unto the place of She- 
chem, unto the oak of Moreh. And the Canaanite was 
then in the land. 

And Jehovah appeared unto Abram, and said, “Unto 
thy seed will I give this land;” and there builded he an 
altar unto Jehovah, who appeared unto him. 

And he removed from thence unto the mountain on the 
- east of Beth-el, and pitched his tent, having Beth-el on 
the west, and Ai on the east: and there he builded an 
altar unto Jehovah, and called upon the name of Jehovah. 
And Abram journeyed, going on still toward the South. 

And there was a famine in the land: and Abram went 
down into Egypt to sojurn there. 
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And Abram went up out of Egypt, he and his wife, 
and all that he had, and Lot with him, into the South. 
And Abram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in 
gold. And he went on his journeys from the South even 
to Beth-el, unto the place where his tent had been at the 
beginning, between Beth-el and Ai, unto the place of the 
altar, which he had made there at the first: and there 
Abram called on the name of Jehovah. 

And Lot also, who went with Abram, had flocks, and 
herds, and tents. And the land was not able to bear 
them, that they might dwell together; for their substance 
was great, so that they could not dwell together. And 
there was a strife between the herdsmen of Abram’s 
cattle and the herdsmen of Lot’s cattle. 

And Abram said unto Lot, “Let there be no strife, I 
pray thee, between me and thee, and between my herds- 
men and thy herdsmen; for we are brethren. Is not the 
whole land before thee? separate thyself, I pray thee, 
from me: if thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go 
to the right; or if thou take the right hand, then I will 
go to the left.” 

And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the Plain 
of the Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere, be- 
fore Jehovah destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, like the 
garden of Jehovah, like the land of Egypt, as thou goest 
unto Zoar. So Lot chose him all the Plain of the Jordan; 
and Lot journeyed east: and they separated themselves 
the one from the other. Abram dwelt in the land of 
Canaan, and Lot dwelt in the cities of the Plain, and 
moved his tent as far as Sodom. Now the men of 
Sodom were wicked and sinners against Jehovah ex- 
ceedingly. 

And Jehovah said unto Abram, after that Lot was 
separated from him, “Lift up now thine eyes, and look 
from the place where thou art, northward and southward 
and eastward and westward: for all the land which thou 
seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever. And 
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I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if 
a man can number the dust of the earth, then may thy 
seed also be numbered. Arise, walk through the land in 
the length of it and in the breadth of it; for unto thee 
will I give it.” 


And Abram moved his tent, and came and dwelt by 
the oaks of Mamre, which are in Hebron, and built there 
an altar unto Jehovah. 

And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel king of 
Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of 
Elam, and Tidal king of Goiim, that they made war with 
Bera king of Sodom, and with Birsha king of Gomorrah, 
Shinab king of Admah, and Shemeber king of Zeboiim, 
and the king of Bela (the same is Zoar). All these 
‘oined together in the vale of Siddim (the same is the 
Salt Sea). 

Now the vale of Siddim was full of slime pits; and the 
kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and they fell there, 
and they that remained fled to the mountain. And they 
took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their 
victuals, and went their way. And they took Lot, 
Abram’s brother’s son, who dwelt in Sodom, and his 
goods, and departed. 

And there came one that had escaped, and told 
‘Abram the Hebrew: now he dwelt by the oaks of Mamre, 
the Amorite, brother of Eshcol, and brother of Amer; 
and these were confederate with Abram. 

And when Abram heard that his brother was taken 
captive, he led forth his trained men, born in his house, 
three hundred and eighteen, and pursued as far as Dan. 
And he divided himself against them by night, he and 
his servants, and smote them, and pursued them unto 
Hobah, which is on the left hand of Damascus. And he 
‘ brought back all the goods, and also brought back his 
brother Lot, and his goods, and the women also, and the 
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And the king of Sodom went out to meet him, after 
his return from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer and the 
kings that were with him. And Melchizedek king of 
Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was priest 
of God Most High. 

And he blessed him, and said, “Blessed be Abram of 
God Most High, possessor of heaven and earth: and 
blessed be God Most High, who hath delivered thine 
enemies into thy hand.” And he gave him a tenth of all. 

And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, “Give me 
the persons, and take the goods to thyself.” 

And Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have lifted 
up my hand unto Jehovah, God Most High, possessor of 
heaven and earth, that I will not take a thread nor a 
shoe-latchet nor aught that is thine, lest thou shouldest 
say, ‘I have made Abram rich:’ save only that which the 
young men have eaten, and the portion of the men that 
went with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take 
their portion.” 


After these things the word of Jehovah came unto 
Abram in a vision, saying, “Fear not, Abram: I am thy 
Shield, and thy exceeding great reward.” 

And Abram said, “O Lord Jehovah, what wilt thou give 
me, seeing I go childless, and he that shall be possessor 
of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 

And Abram said, “Behold, to me thou hast given no 
seed: and lo, one born in my house is mine heir.” 

And, behold, the word of Jehovah came unto him, say- 
ing, “This man shall not be thine heir; but he that shall 
come forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir.” 

And he brought him forth abroad, and said, “Look 
now toward heaven, and number the stars, if thou be 
able to number them:” and he said unto him, “So shall 
thy seed be.” And he believed in Jehovah; and he 
reckoned it to him for righteousness. 

And he said unto him, “I am Jehovah that brought 
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thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give thee this land to 
inherit it.” 

And he said, “OQ: Lord Jehovah, whereby shall I know 
that I shall inherit it?” 

And he said unto him, “Take me a heifer three years 
old, and a she-goat three years old, and a ram three years 
old, and a turtle-dove, and a young pigeon.” And he 
took him all these, and divided them in the midst, and laid 
each half over against the other: but the birds divided 
he not. And the birds of prey came down upon.the car- 
casses, and Abram drove them away. 

And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell 
upon Abram; and, lo, a horror of great darkness fell 
upon him. 

And he said unto Abram, “Know of a surety that thy 
seed shall be sojourners in a land that is not theirs, and 
shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hundred 
years; and also that nation, whom they shall serve, will 
I judge: and afterward shall they come out with great 
substance. But thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; 
thou shalt be buried in a good old age. And in the fourth 
generation they shall come hither again: for the iniquity 
of the Amorite is not yet full.” 

And it came to pass, that, when the sun went down, 
and it was dark, behold, a smoking furnace, and a flaming 
torch that passed between these pieces. 

In that day Jehovah made a covenant with Abram, 
saying, “Unto thy seed have I given this land, from the 
river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates.” 


Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, bare him no children: and 
she had a handmaid, an Egyptian, whose name was 
Hagar. And Sarai took Hagar the Egyptian, her hand- 
maid, after Abram had dwelt ten years in the land of 
Canaan, and gave her to Abram her husband to be his 
wife... And her mistress was despised in her eyes. 

And Sarai said unto Abram, “My wrong be upon thee: 
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I gave my handmaid into thy bosom; and 1 was despised 
in her eyes: Jehovah, judge between me and thee.” 

But Abram said unto Sarai, “Behold, thy maid is in 
thy hand; do to her that which is good in thine eyes.” 
And Sarai dealt hardly with her, and she fled from her 
face. 

And the angel of Jehovah found her by a fountain 
of water in the wilderness, by the fountain in the way to 
Shur. 

And he said, “Hagar, Sarai’s handmaid, whence camest 
thou? and whither goest thou?” 

And she said, “I am fleeing from the face of my mis- 
tress Sarai.” 

And the angel of Jehovah said unto her, “Return to 
th:- mistress, and submit thyself under her hands.” 

And the angel of Jehovah said unto her, “I will greatly 
multiply thy seed, that it shall not be numbered for mul- 
titude.” 

And the angel of Jehovah said unto her, “Behold thou 
art with child, and shalt bear a son; and thou shalt call 
his name Ishmael, because Jehovah hath heard thy afflic- 
tion. And he shall be as a wild ass among men; his hand 
shall be against every man, and every man’s hand against 
him ; and he shall dwell over against all his brethren.” 

And she called the name of Jehovah that spake unto 
her, “Thou art a God that seeth:” for she said, “Have I 
even here looked after him that seeth me?” Wherefore 
the well was called Beer-lahairoi; behold, it is between 
Kadesh and Bered. 

And Hagar bare Abram a son: and Abram called the 
name of his son, whom Hagar bare, Ishmael. 


And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, 
Jehovah appeared to Abram, and said unto him, “I am 
God Almighty ; walk before me, and be thou perfect. And 
I will make my covenant between me and thee, and will 
multiply thee exceedingly.” 
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And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, 
saying, “As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and 
thou shalt be the father of a multitude of nations. Neither 
shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy. name 
shall be Abraham; for the father of a multitude of 
nations have I made thee. And I will make thee exceed- 
ing fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings 
shall come out of thee. And I will establish my covenant 
between me and thee and thy seed after thee throughout 
their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a 
God unto thee and to thy seed after thee. And I will 
give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land of 
thy sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an ever- 
lasting possession; and I will be their God.” 


And God said unto Abraham, “As for Sarai thy wife, 
thou shalt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her 
name be. And I will bless her, and moreover I will give 
thee a son of her: yea, I will bless her, and she shall be 
a mother of nations; kings of peoples shall be of her.” 

Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and 
said in his heart, “Shall a child be born unto him that is 
a hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that is ninety 
years old, bear?” 

And Abraham said unto God, “Oh that Ishmael might 
live before thee!” 

And God said, “Nay, but Sarah thy wife shall bear 
thee a son; and thou shalt call his name Isaac: and I will 
establish my covenant with him for an everlasting cove- 
nant for his seed after him. And as for Ishmael, I have 
heard thee: behold, I have blessed him, and will make 
him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly; twelve 
princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great 
nation. But my covenant will I establish with Isaac, 
whom Sarah shall bear unto thee at this set time in the 
next year.” 
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And he left off talking with him, and God went up 
from Abraham. 

And Jehovah appeared unto him by the oaks of Mamre, 
as he sat in the tent door in the heat of the day; and he 
lifted up his eyes and looked, and, lo, three men stood 
over against him: and when he saw them, he ran to meet 
them from the tent door, and bowed himself to the earth, 
and said, “My Lord, if now I have found favor in thy 
sight, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant: let 
now a little water be fetched, and wash your feet, and 
rest yourselves under the tree: and I will fetch a morsel 
of bread, and strengthen ye your heart; after that ye 
shall pass on: forasmuch as ye are come to your servant.” 

And they said, “So do, as thou hast said.” 

And Abraham hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and 
said, “Make ready quickly three measures of fine meal, 
knead it, and make cakes.” 

And Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetched a calf 
tender and good, and gave it unto the servant; and he 
h-sted to dress it. And he took butter, and milk, and the 
calf which he had dressed, and set it before them; and he 
stood by them under the tree, and they did eat. 

And they said unto him, “Where is Sarah thy wife?” 

And he said, “Behold, in the tent.” 

And he said, “I will certainly return unto thee when 
the season cometh round; and, lo, Sarah thy wife shall 
have a son.” And Sarah heard in the tent door, which 
was behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah were old, 
and well stricken in age. 

And Sarah laughed within herself, saying, “After I 
am waxed old shall I have pleasure, my lord being old 
also ?” 

And Jehovah said unto Abraham, “Wherefore did 
Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Shall I of a surety bear a child, who 
am old?’ Is anything too hard for Jehovah? At the set 
time I will return unto thee, when the season cometh 
round, and Sarah shall have a son.” 
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Then Sarah denied, saying, “I laughed not,” for she 
was afraid. 

And he said, “Nay; but thou didst laugh.” 

And the men rose up from thence, and looked toward 
Sodom: and Abraham went with them to bring them on 
the way. 

And Jehovah said, “Shall I hide from Abraham that 
which I do; seeing that Abraham shall surely become a 
great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth 
shall be blessed in him? For I have known him, to the 
end that he may command his children and his household 
after him, that they may keep the way of Jehovah, to do 
righteousness and justice; to the end that Jehovah may 
bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him.” 

And Jehovah said, “Because the cry of Sodom and 
Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grievous; 
I will go down now, and see whether they have done 
altogether according to the cry of it, which is come unto 
me; and if not, I will know.” 

And the men turned from thence, and went toward 
Sodom: but Abraham stood yet before Jehovah. 

And Abraham drew near, and said, “Wilt thou con- 
sume the righteous with the wicked? Peradventure there 
are fifty righteous within the city: wilt thou consume and 
not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are therein? 
That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay 
the righteous with the wicked, that so the righteous should 
be as the wicked; that be far from thee. shall not the 
Judge of all the earth do right?” 

And Jehovah said, “If I find in Sodom fifty righteous 
within the city, then I will spare all the place for their 
sake.” 

And Abraham answered and said, “Behold now, I have 
taken upon me to speak unto the Lord, who am but dust 
and ashes: peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty 
righteous: wilt thou destroy all the city for lack of five?” 

And he said, “I will not destroy it, if I find there forty 
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And he spake unto him yet again, and said, “Peradven- 
ture there shall be forty found there.” 

And he said, “I will not do it for the forty’s sake.” 

And he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will 
speak: peradventure there shall thirty be found there.” 

And he said, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” 

And he said, “Behold now, I have taken upon me to 
speak unto the Lord: peradventure there shall be twenty, 
found there.” 

And he said, “I will not destroy it for the twenty’s 
sake.” 

And he said, “Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will 
speak yet but this once: peradventure ten shall be found 
there.” 

And he said, “I will not destroy it for the ten’s sake.’ 
And Jehovah went his way, as soon as he had left off 
communing with Abraham: and Abraham returned unto 
his place. 


And the two angels came to Sodom at even; and Lot 
sat in the gate of Sodom: and Lot saw them, and rose 
up to meet them; and he bowed himself with his face to 
the earth; and he said, “Behold now, my lords, turn aside, 
I pray you, into your servant’s house, and tarry all night, 
and wash your feet, and ye shall rise up early, and go 
on your way.” 

‘And they said, “Nay; but we will abide in the street 
all night.” 

And he urged them greatly; and they turned in unto 
him, and entered into his house; and he made them a feast 
and did bake unleavened bread, and they did eat. 

And the men said unto Lot, “Hast thou here any be- 
sides? son-in-law, and thy sons, and thy daughters, and 
whomsoever thou hast in the city, bring them out of the 
place: for we will destroy this place, because the cry of 
them is waxed great before Jehovah; and Jehovah hath 
sent us to destroy it.” 
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And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons-in-law, 
who married his daughters, and said, “Up, get you out of 
this place; for Jehovah will destroy the city.” But he 
seemed unto his sons-in-law as one that mocked. 

And when the morning arose, then the angels hastened 
. Lot, saying, “Arise, take thy wife, and thy two daughters 
that are here, lest thou be consumed in the iniquity of 
the city.” But he lingered; and the men laid hold upon 
his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the 
hand of his two daughters, Jehovah being merciful unto 
him: and they brought him forth, and set him without 
the city. 

And it came to pass, when they had brought them forth 
abroad, that he said: 

“Escape for thy life; look not behind tree, neither stay 
thou in all the Plain; escape to the mountain, lest thou 
be consumed.” 

And Lot said unto them, “Oh, not so, my lord; behold 
now, thy servant hath found favor in thy sight, and thou 
hast magnified thy loving kindness, which thou hast 
showed unto me in saving my life; and I cannot escape 
to the mountain, lest evil overtake me, and I die: behold 
now, this city is near to flee unto, and it is a little one. 
Oh let me escape thither (is it not a little one?), and 
my soul shall live.” 

And he said unto him, “See, I have accepted thee con- 
cerning this thing also, that I will not overthrow the 
city of which thou hast spoken. MHaste thee, escape 
thither; for I cannot do anything till thou be come 
thither.” Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar. 

The sun was risen upon the earth when Lot came unto 
Zoar. Then Jehovah rained’upon Sodom and Gomorrah 
brimstone and fire from Jehovah out of heaven; and he 
overthrew those cities, and all the Plain, and all the in- 
habitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the 
ground. 

And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of 
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the Plain, that God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot 
out of the midst of the overthrow, when he overthrew 
the cities in which Lot dwelt. 


And Jehovah visited Sarah as he had said, and Jehovah 
did unto Sarah as had spoken. And Sarah bare Abraham 
a son in his old age, at the set time of which God had 
spoken to him. And Abraham called the name of his son 
that was born unto him, whom Sarah bare to him, Isaac. 
And Abraham was a hundred years old, when his son 
Isaac was born unto him. 


And the child grew, and was weaned: and Abraham 
made a great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned. 
And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom 
she had borne unto Abraham, mocking. 

Wherefore she said unto Abraham, “Cast out this 
handmaid and her son: for the son of this handmaid 
shall not be heir with my son, even with Isaac.” And 
the thing was very grievous in Abraham’s sight on ac- 
count of his son. 

And God said unto Abraham, “Let it not be grievous 
in thy sight because of the lad, and because of thy hand- 
maid; in all that Sarah saith unto thee hearken unto her 
voice; for in Isaac shalt thy seed be called. And also 
of the son of the handmaid will I make a nation, because 
he is thy seed.” 

And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and took 
bread and a bottle of water, and gave it unto Hagar, 
putting it on her shoulder, and gave her the child, and 
sent her away: and she departed, and wandered in the 
wilderness of Beersheba. And the water in the bottle 
was spent, and she cast the child under one of the shrubs. 

And she went, and sat her down over against him a 
good way off, as it were a bowshot: for she said, “Let 
me not look upon the death of the child.” And she sat 
over against him, and lifted up her voice, and wept. 
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And God heard the voice of the lad; and the angel of 
God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said unto her, 
“What aileth thee, Hagar? fear not;'for God hath heard 
the voice of the lad where he is. Arise, lift up the lad, 
and hold him in thy hand; for I will make him a great 
nation.” 

And God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water ; 
and she went and filled the bottle with water, and gave 
the lad drink. And God was with the lad, and he grew; 
and he dwelt in the wilderness, and became, as he grew 
up, an archer. And he dwelt in the wilderness of Paran: 
and his mother took him a wife out of the land of Egypt. 


And it came to pass at that time, that Abimelech and 
Phicol the captain of his host spake unto Abraham, say- 
ing, “God is with thee in all that thou doest: now there- 
fore swear unto me here by God that thou wilt not deal 
falsely with me, nor with my son, nor with my son’s son: 
but according to the kindness that I have done unto thee, 
thou shalt do unto me, and to the land wherein thou hast 
sojourned.” 

And Abraham said, “I will swear.” And Abraham re- 
proved Abimelech because of the well of water, which 
Abimelech’s servants had violently taken away. 

And Abimelech said, “I know not who hath done this 
thing: neither didst thou tell me, neither yet heard I of 
it, but today.” 

And Abraham took sheep and oxen, and gave them 
unto Abimelech; and they two made a covenant. And 
Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the flock by themselves. 

And Abimelech said unto Abraham, ‘“‘What mean these 
seven ewe lambs which thou hast set by themselves?” 

And he said, ‘“These seven ewe lambs shalt thou take 
of my hand, that it may be a witness unto me, that I have 
digged this well.” Wherefore he called that place 
Beer-sheba; because there they sware both of them. 

So they made a covenant at Beer-sheba: and Abimelech 
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rose up, and Phicol the captain of his host, and they 
returned into the land of the Philistines. And Abraham 
planted a tamarisk tree in Beer-sheba, and called there 
on the name of Jehovah, the Everlasting God. 


And it came to pass after these things, that God did 
prove Abraham, and said unto him, “Abraham;” and he 
said, “Here am I.” 

And he said, “Take now thy son, thine only son, whom 
thou lovest, even Isaac, and get thee into the land of 
Moriah; and.offer him there for a burnt-offering upon 
one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.” 

And Abraham rose early in the morning, and saddled 
his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and 
Isaac his son; and he clave the wood for the burnt-offer- 
ing, and rose up, and went unto the place of which God 
had told him. On the third day Abraham lifted up his 
eyes, and saw the place afar off. 

And Abraham said unto his young men, “Abide ye here 
with the ass, and I and the lad will go yonder; and we 
will worship, and come again to you.’ And Abraham 
took the wood of the burnt-offering, and laid it upon 
Isaac his son; and he took in his hand the fire and the 
knife; and they went both of them together. 

And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, 
“My father: and he said, “Here am I, my son.” 

And he said, “Behold, the fire and the wood: but where 
is the lamb for a burnt-offering ?” 

And Abraham said, “God will provide himself the lamb 
for a burnt-offering, my son:” so they went both of them 
together. 

And they came to the place which God had told him of; 
and Abraham built the altar there, and laid the wood in 
order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar, 
‘ upon the wood. And Abraham stretched forth his hand, 
and took the knife to slay his son. 

And the angel of Jehovah called unto him out of 
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heaven, and said, “Abraham, Abraham:” and he said, 
“Here-am: 12” 

And he said, “Lay not thy hand upon the lad, neither 
do thou anything to him; for now I know that thou fear- 
est God, seeing thou has not withheld thy son, thine only 
son, from me.” 

And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and be- 
hold, behind him a ram caught in the thicket by his horns: 
and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him 
up for a burnt-offering in the stead of his son. And 
‘Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah-jireh: 
as it is said to this day, “In the mount of Jehovah it shall 
be provided.” 

And the angel of Jehovah called unto Abraham a 
second time out of heaven, and said, “By myself have I 
sworn, saith Jehovah, because thou hast done this thing, 
and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son, that in 
blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will 
multiply thy seed as the stars of the heavens, and as the 
sand which is upon the seashore; and thy seed shall pos- 
sess the gate of his enemies; and in thy seed shall all 
the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast 
obeyed my voice.” 

So Abraham returned unto his young men, and they 
rose up and went together to Beer-sheba; and Abraham 
dwelt at Beer-sheba. 


And the life of Sarah was a hundred and seven and 
twenty years: these were the years of the life of Sarah. 
And Sarah died in Kiriath-arba (the same is Hebron), 
in the land of Canaan: and Abraham came to mourn for 
Sarah, and to weep for her. 

And Abraham rose up from before his dead, and spake 
unto the children of Heth, saying, “I am a stranger and 
a sojourner with you: give me a possession of a burying- 
place with you, that I may bury my dead out of my sight.” 

And the children of Heth answered Abraham, saying 
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unto him, “Hear us, my lord; thou art a prince of God 
among us: in the choice of our sepulchres bury thy dead; 
none of us shall withhold from thee his sepulchre, but 
that thou mayest bury thy dead.” And Abraham rose up, 
and bowed himself to the people of the land, even unto 
the children of Heth. 

And he communed with them, saying, “If it be your 
mind that I should bury my dead out of my sight, hear me, 
and entreat for me to Ephron the son of Zohar, that he 
may give me the cave of Machpelah, which he hath, 
which is in the end of his field; for the full price let him 
give it to me in the midst of you for a possession of a 
burying-place.” 

Now Ephron was sitting in the midst of the children of 
Heth: and Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham in the 
audience of the children of Heth, even of all that went 
in at the gate of his city, saying, “Nay, my lord, hear 
me: the field give I thee, and the cave that is therein, I 
give it thee; in the presence of the children of my people 
give I it thee: bury thy dead.” And Abraham bowed 
himself down before the people of the land. 

And he spake unto Ephron in the audience of the 
people of the land, saying, “But if thou wilt, I pray thee, 
hear me: I will give the price of the field; take it of me, 
and I will bury my dead there.” 

And Ephron answered Abraham, saying unto him, 
“My lord, hearken unto me: a piece of land worth four 
hundred shekels of silver, what is that betwixt me and 
thee? bury therefore thy dead.” 

And Abraham hearkened unto Ephron; and Abraham 
weighed to Ephron the silver which he had named in 
the audience of the children of Heth, four hundred 
shekels of silver, current money with the merchant. 

So the field of Ephron, which was in Machpelah, which 
was before Mamre, the field, and the cave which was 
therein, and all the trees that were in the field, that were 
in all the border thereof round about, were made sure 
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unto Abraham for a posssssion in the presence of the 
children of Heth, before all that went in at the gate of his 
city. And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife 
in the cave of the field of Machpelah. And the field, and 
the cave that is therein, were made sure unto Abraham 
for a possession of a burying-place by the children of Heth. 


And Abraham was old, and well stricken in age: and 
Jehovah had blessed Abraham in all things. And Abra- 
ham said unto his servant, the elder of his house, that 
ruled over all that he had, “Put, I pray thee, thy hand 
under my thigh; and I will make thee swear by Jehovah, 
the God of heaven and the God of the earth, that thou 
wilt not take a wife for my son of the daughters of the 
Canaanites, among whom I dwell: but thou shalt go 
unto my country, and to my kindred, and take a wife 
for my son Isaac.” 

And the servant said unto him, “Peradventure the 
woman will not be willing to follow me unto this land: 
must I needs bring thy son again unto the land from 
whence thou camest ?” 

And Abraham said unto him, “Beware thou that thou 
bring not my son thither again. Jehovah, the God of 
heaven, who took me from my father’s house, and from 
the land of my nativity, and who spake unto me, and 
who sware unto me, saying, ‘Unto thy seed will I give 
this land;’ he will send his angel before thee and thou 
shalt take a wife for my son from thence. And if the 
woman be not willing to follow thee, then thou shalt be 
clear from this my oath; only thou shalt not bring my 
son thither again.” And the servant put his hand under 
the thigh of Abraham his master, and sware to him con- 
cerning this matter 


~ And the servant took ten camels, of the camels of his 
master, and departed, having all goodly things of his 
master’s in his hand: and he arose, and went to Meso- 
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potamia, unto the city of Nahor. And he made the camels 
to kneel down without the city by the well of water at 
the time of evening, the time that women go out to draw 
water. 

And he said, “O Jehovah, the God of my master Abra- 
ham, send me, I pray thee, good speed this day, and show 
kindness unto my master Abraham. Behold, I am stand- 
ing by the fountain of water; and the daughters of the 
men of the city are coming out to draw water: and let 
it come to pass, that the damsel to whom I shall say, ‘Let 
down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may drink; and she 
shall say, ‘Drink, and I will give thy camels drink also: 
let the same be she that thou hast appointed for thy 
servant Isaac; and thereby shall I know that thou hast 
showed kindness unto my master.” 

And it came to pass, before he had done speaking, that, 
behold, Rebekah came out, who was born to Bethuel the 
son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham’s brother, 
with her pitcher upon her shoulder. And the damsel 
was very fair to look upon, a virgin, neither had any 
man known her: and she went down to the fountain, and 
filled her pitcher, and came up. 

And the servant ran to meet her, and said, “Give me 
to drink, I pray thee, a little water from thy pitcher.” 

And she said, “Drink, my lord;’ and she hasted, and 
let down her pitcher upon her hand, and gave him 
drink. 

And when she had done giving him drink, she said, 
“T will draw for thy camels also, until they have done 
drinking.” And she hasted, and emptied her pitcher into 
the trough, and ran again unto the well to draw, and 
drew for all his camels. And the man looked steadfastly 
on her, holding his peace, to know whether Jehovah had 
made his journey prosperous or not. 

And it came to pass, as the camels had done drinking, 
that the man took a golden ring of half a shekel weight, 
and two bracelets for her hands of ten shekels weight of 


[26] 


ABRAHAM 


gold, and said, “Whose daughter art thou? tell me, I pray 
thee. Is there room in thy father’s house for us to lodge 
in?” 

And she said unto him, “I am the daughter of Bethuel 
the son of Milcah, whom she bare unto Nahor.” She 
said moreover unto him “We have both straw and 
provender enough, and room to lodge in.’ And the man 
bowed his head, and worshipped Jehovah. 

And he said, “Blessed be Jehovah, the God of my 
master Abraham, who hath not forsaken his loving kind- 
ness and his truth toward my master: as for me, Jehovah 
hath led me in the way of the house of my master’s 
brethren.” 

And the damsel ran, and told her mother’s house ac- 
cording to these words. And Rebekah had a brother, and 
his name was Laban: and Laban ran out unto the man, 
unto the fountain. 

And it came to pass, when he saw the ring and the 
bracelets upon his sister’s hands, and when he heard the 
words of Rebekah his sister, saying, “Thus spake the 
man unto me;”’ that he came unto the man; and, behold, 
he was standing by the camels at the fountain. 

And he said, “Come in, thou blessed of Jehovah; where- 
fore standest thou without? for I have prepared the 
house, and room for the camels.” 

And the man came into the house, and he ungirdled 
the camels; and he gave straw and provender for the 
camels, and water to wash his feet and the feet of the 
men that were with him. 

And there was set food before him to eat: but he said, 
“T will not eat until I have told mine errand.” 

And he said, “Speak on.” 

And he said, “I am Abraham’s servant. And Jehovah 
hath blessed my master greatly; and he is become great: 
and he hath given him flocks and herds, and silver and 
gold, and men-servants and maid-servants, and camels 
and asses. And Sarah my master’s wife bare a son to 
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my master when she was old: and unto him hath he given 
all that he hath. 

“And my master made me swear, saying, ‘Thou shalt 
not take a wife for my son of the daughters of the 
Canaanites, in whose land I dwell: but thou shalt go unto 
my father’s house, and to my kindred, and take a wife 
for my son.’ And I said unto my master, ‘Peradventure 
the woman will not follow me.’ And he said unto me, 
‘Jehovah, before whom I walk, will send his angel with 
thee, and prosper thy way; and thou shalt take a wife 
for my son of my kindred, and of my father’s house: 
then shalt thou be clear from my oath, when thou comest 
to my kindred; and if they give her not to thee, thou 
shalt be clear from my oath.’ 

“And I came this day unto the fountain, and said, ‘O 
Jehovah, the God of my master Abraham, if now thou 
do prosper my way which I go: behold, I am standing 
by the fountain of water; and let it come to pass, that 
the maiden that cometh forth to draw, to whom I shall 
say, “Give me, I pray thee, a little water from thy 
pitcher to drink” and she shall say unto me, “Both drink 
thou, and I will also draw for thy camels:” let the same 
be the woman whom Jehovah hath appointed for my 
master’s son.’ 

“And before I had done speaking in my heart, behold, 
Rebekah came forth with her pitcher on her shoulder; 
and she went down unto the fountain, and drew: and I 
said unto her, ‘Let me drink, I pray thee.’ 

“And she made haste, and let down her pitcher from 
her shoulder, and said, ‘Drink, and I will give thy camels 
drink also:’ so I drank, and she made the camels drink 
also. And I asked her, and said, ‘Whose daughter art 
thou?’ And she said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s 
son, whom Milcah bare unto him, and I put the ring 
upon her nose, and the bracelets upon her hands. 

“And I bowed my head and worshipped Jehovah, and 
blessed Jehovah, the God of my master Abraham, who 
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had led me in the right way to take my master’s brother’s 
daughter for his son. And now if ye will deal kindly 
and truly with my master, tell me: and if not, tell me; 
that I may turn to the right hand, or to the left.” 

.’ Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, “The thing 
proceedeth from Jehovah: we cannot speak unto thee bad 
or good. Behold, Rebekah is before thee, take her, and 
go, and let her be thy master’s son’s wife, as Jehovah hath 
spoken.” 

And it came to pass, that, when Abraham’s servant 
heard their words, he bowed himself down to the earth 
unto Jehovah. And the servant brought forth jewels of 
silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment, and gave them 
to Rebekah: he gave also to her brother and to her mother 
precious things. 

And they did eat and drink, he and the men that were 
with him, and tarried all night; and they rose up in the 
morning, and he said, “Send me away unto my master.” 

And her brother and her mother said, “Let the damsel 
abide with us a few days, at the least ten; after that she 
shall go.” 

And he said unto them, “Hinder me not, seeing Jehovah 
hath prospered my way; send me away that I may go 
to my master.” 

And they said, “We will call the damsel, znd inquire 
at her mouth.” 

And they called Rebekah, and said unto her, “Wilt thou 
go with this man?” 

And she said, “I will go.’ And they sent away 
Rebekah their sister, and her nurse, and Abraham’s ser- 
vant, and his men. 

And they blessed Rebekah, and said unto her, “Our 
sister, be thou the mother of thousands of ten thousands, 
and let thy seed possess the gate of those that hate them.” 

And Rebekah arose, and her damsels, and they rode 
upon the camels, and followed the man: and the servant 
took Rebekah, and went his way. And Isaac came from 
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the way of Beer-lahai-roi; for he dwelt in the land of 
the South. And Isaac went out to meditate in the field 
at the eventide: and he lifted up his eyes, and saw, and, 
behold, there were camels coming. And Rebekah lifted 
up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she alighted from 
the camel. 

And she said unto the servant, “What man is this that 
walketh in the field to meet us?” 

And the servant said, “It is my master:” and she took 
her veil, anu covered herself. And the servant told Isaac 
all the titings that he had done. And Isaac brought her 
into his mother Sarah’s tent, and took Rebekah, and she 
became his wife; and he loved her: and Isaac was com- 
forted after his mother’s death. 


And Abraham gave all that he had unto Isaae. But 
urito the sons of the concubines, that Abraham had, Abra- 
ham gave gifts; and he sent them away from Isaac his 
son, while he yet lived, eastward, unto the east country. 
And these are the days of the years of Abraham’s life 
which he lived, a hundred threescore and fifteen years. 
And Abraham gave up the ghost, and died in a good old 
age, an old man, and full of years, and was gathered 
to his people. 

And Isaac and Ishmael his sons, buried him in the cave 
of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar 
the Hittite, which is before Mamre; the field which Abra- 
ham purchased of the children of Heth: there was Abra- 
ham buried, and Sarah his wife. And it came to pass after 
the death of Abraham, that God blesed Isaac his son: 
and Isaac dwelt by Beer-lahai-roi. 
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Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field; and 
Jacob was a quiet man, dwelling in tents. Now Isaac 
loved Esau, because he did eat of his venison: and Re- 
bekah loved Jacob. 

‘And Jacob boiled pottage: and Esau came in from the 
field, and he was faint: and Esau said to Jacob, “Feed 
me, I pray thee, with that same red pottage; for I am 
faint :” therefore was his name called Edom. 

And Jacob said, “Sell me first thy birthright.” 

And Esau said, “Behold, I am about to die: and what 
profit shall the birthright do to me?” 

And Jacob said, “Swear to me first;” and he sware 
unto him: and he sold his birthright unto Jacob. And 
Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentils; and he did 
eat and drink, and rose up, and went his way: so Esau 
despised his birthright. 

And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and his 
eyes were dim, so that he could not see, he called Esau 
his elder son, and said unto him, “My son:” and he said 
unto him, “Here am I.” 

And he said, “Behold now, I am old, I know not the 
day of my death. Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy 
weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, and go out to the field, 
and take me venison; and make me savory food, such as 
I love, and bring it to me, that I may eat; that my soul 
may bless thee before I die.” 

And Rebekah heard when Isaac spake to Esau his son. 
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And Esatt went to the field to hunt for venison, and to 
bring it. And Rebekah spake unto Jacob her son, saying, 
“Behold, I heard thy father speak unto Esau thy brother, 
saying, ‘Bring me venison, and make me savory food, 
that I may eat, and bless thee before Jehovah before my 
death.’ Now therefore, my son, ebey my voice according 
to that which I command thee. Go now to the flock, and 
fetch me from thence two good kids of the goats; and I 
will make them savory food for thy father, such as he 
loveth: and thou shalt bring it to thy father, that he may 
eat, so that he may bless thee before his death.” 

And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, “Behold, Esau 
my brother is a hairy man, and I am a smooth man. My 
father peradventure will feel me, and I shall seem to him 
as a deceiver; and I shall bring a curse upon me, and not 
a blessing.” And his mother said unto him, “Upon me 
be thy curse, my son; only obey my voice, and go fetch 
me them.” 

And he went, and fetched, and brought them to his 
mother: and his mother made savory food, such as his 
father loved. And Rebekah took the goodly garments of 
Esau her elder son, which were with her in the house, 
and put them upon Jacob her younger son; and she put 
the skins of the kids of the goats upon his hands, and 
upon the smooth of his neck: and she gave the savory 
food and the bread, which she had prepared, into the 
hand of her son Jacob. 

And he came unto his father and said, “My father:” 
and he said, “Here am I; who art thou, my son?” 

And Jacob said unto his father, “I am Esau thy first- 
born; I have done according as thou badest me: arise, I 
pray thee, sit and eat of my venison, that thy soul may 
bless me.” 

And Isaac said unto his son, “How is it that thou hast 
found it so quickly, my son?” And he said, “Because 
Jehovah thy God sent me good speed.” 

And Isaac said unto Jacob, “Come near, I pray thee, 
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that I may feel thee, my son, whether thou be my very 
son Esau or not.” 

And Jacob went near unto Isaac his father; and he felt 
him, and said, “The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands 
are the hands of Esau.” And he discerned him not, be- 
cause his hands were hairy, as his brother Esau’s hands: 
so he blessed him. 

And he said, “Art thou my very son Esau?” And he 
said, “I am.” 

And he said, “Bring it near to me, and I will eat of my 
son’s venison, that my soul may bless thee.” And he 
brought it near to him, and he did eat: and he brought 
him wine, and he drank. 

And his father Isaac said unto him, “Come near now, 
and kiss me, my son.” 

And he came near, and kissed him: and he smelled the 
smell of his raiment, and blessed him, and said, “See, the 
smell of my son is as the smell of a field which Jehovah 
hath blessed: And God give thee of the dew of heaven, 
and of the fatness of the earth, and plenty of grain and 
new wine: let peoples serve thee, and nations bow down 
to thee: be lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother’s 
sons bow down to thee: cursed be every one that curseth 
thee, and blessed be every one that blesseth thee.” 

And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had made an end 
of blessing Jacob, and Jacob was yet scarce gone out from 
the presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his brother 
came in from his hunting. 

And he also made savory food, and brought it unto his 
father; and he said unto his father, “Let my father 
arise, and eat of his son’s venison, that thy soul may 
bless me.” 

And Isaac his father said unto him, “Who art thou?” 
And he said, “I am thy son, thy first-born, Esau.” 

And Isaac trembled very exceedingly, and said, “Who 
then is he that hath taken venison, and brought it me, 
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and I have eaten of all before thou camest, and have 
blessed him? yea, and he shall be blessed.” 

When Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with 
an exceeding great and bitter cry, and said unto his 
father, “Bless me, even me also, O my father.” 

And he said, “Thy brother came with guile, and hath 
taken away thy blessing.” 

And he said, “Is not he rightly named Jacob? for he 
hath supplanted me these two times: he took away my 
birthright; and, behold, now he hath taken away my 
blessing.” 

And he said, “Hast thou not reserved a blessing for 
me n 

And Isaac answered and said unto Esau, “Behold, I 
Lave made him thy lord, and all his brethren have I given 
to him for servants; and with grain and new wine have 
I sustained him: and what then shall I do for thee, my 
son?” 

And Esau said unto his father. “Hast thou but one 
biessing, my father? bless me, even me also, O my 
father.” And Esau lifted up his voice, and wept. 

And Isaac his father answered and said unto him, 

“Behold, of the fatness of the earth shall be thy dwell- 

ing, 

And of the dew of heaven from above; 

And by the sword shalt thou live, and thou shalt serve 

thy brother ; 

And it shall come to pass, when thou shalt break loose, 

That thou shalt shake his yoke from off thy neck.” 

And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing where- 
with his father blessed him: and Esau said in his heart; 
“The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then 
will I slay my brother Jacob.” 

And the words of Esau her elder son were told to 
Rebekah; and she sent and called Jacob her younger son, 
and said unto him, “Behold, thy brother Esau, as touch- 
ing thee, doth comfort himself, purporting to kill thee. 
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Now therefore, my son, obey my voice; and arise, flee 
thou to Laban my brother to Haran; and tarry with him 
a few days, until thy brother’s fury turn away; until thy 
brother’s anger turn away from thee, and he forget that 
which thou hast done to him: then I will send, and fetch 
, thee from thence: why should I be bereaved of you both 
in one day?” 

And Rebekah said to Isaac, “I am weary of my life 
because of the daughters of Heth: if Jacob take a wife 
of the daughters of Heth, such as these, of the daughters 
of the land, what good shall my life do me?” 

And Isaac called Jacob and blessed him, and charged 
him, and said unto him, “Thou shalt not take a wife of 
the daughters of Canaan. Arise, go to Paddanaram, to 
the house of Bethuel thy mother’s father; and take thee 
a wife from thence of the daughters of Laban thy 
mother’s brother. And God Almighty bless thee, and 
make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou mayest 
be a company of peoples; and give thee the blessing of 
Abraham, to thee, and to thy seed with thee; that thou 
mayest inherit the land of thy sojournings, which God 
gave unto Abraham.” 

And Isaac sent away Tacob; and he went to Paddan- 
aram unto Laban, son of Bethuel the Syrian, the brother 
of Rebekah, Jacob’s and Esau’s mother. 

And Jacob went out from Beersheba, and went toward 
Haran. And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried 
there all night, because the sun was set; and he took one 
of the stones of the place, and put it under his head, and 
lay down in that place to sleep. And he dreamed; and, 
behold, a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it 
reached to heaven; and, behold, the angels of God as- 
cending and descending on it. 

And, behold, Jehovah stood above it, and said, “I am 
Jehovah, the God of Abraham, thy father, and the God 
of Isaac: the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give 
it, and to thy seed; and thy seed shall be as the dust of 
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the earth, and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and 
to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and in 
thee and in thy seed shall all the families of the earth 
be blessed. And, behold, I am with thee, and will keep 
thee whithersoever thou goest, and will bring thee again 
ito this land; for I will not leave thee, until I have done 
that which I have spoken to thee of.” 

And Jacob awaked out of his sleep, and he said, “Surely 
Jehovah is in this place; and I knew it not.” And he 
was afraid, and said, “How dreadful is this place! this 
is none other than the house of God, and this is the gate 
of heaven.” 

And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took the 
stone that he had put under his head, and set it up for a 
pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it. And he called 
the name of that place Beth-el: but the name of the city 
was Luz at the first. 

And Jacob vowed a vow, saying, “If God will be with 
me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give 
me bread to eat, and rainment to put on, so that I come 
again to my father’s house in peace, and Jehovah will 
b. my God, then this stone, which I have set up for a 
pillar, shall be God’s house: and of all that thou shalt 
give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee.” 

Then Jacob went on his journey, and came to the land 
of the children of the east. And he looked, and, behold, 
a well in the field, and, lo, three flocks of sheep lying 
there by it; for out of that well they watered the flocks: 
and the stone upon the well’s mouth was great. And 
thither were all the flocks gathered; and they rolled the 
stone from the well’s mouth, and watered the sheep, and 
put the stone again upon the well’s mouth in its place. 

And Jacob said unto them, “My brethren, whence are 
ye add 

And they said, “Of Haran are we.” And he said unto 
them, “Know ye Laban, the son of Nahor?” And they 
said, “We know him.” 
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‘And he said unto them, “Is it well with him?’ And 
they said, “It is well: and, behold, Rachel his daughter 
cometh with the sheep.” 

And he said, “Lo, it is yet high day, neither is it time 
that the cattle should be gathered together: water ye 
the sheep, and go and feed them.” 

And they said, “We cannot, until all the flocks be 
gathered together, and they roll the stone from the well’s 
mouth; then we water the sheep.” 

While he was yet speaking with them, Rachel came 
with her father’s sheep; for she kept them. And it came 
to pass, when Jacob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban 
his mother’s brother, and the sheep of Laban his mother’s 
brother, that Jacob went near, and rolled the stone from 
the well’s mouth, and watered the flock of Laban his 
mother’s brother. © 

And Jacob kissed Rachel, and lifted up his voice, and 
wept. And Jacob told Rachel that he was her father’s 
brother, and that he was Rebekah’s son: and she ran and 
told her father. é 

And it came to pass, when Laban heard the tidings of 
Jacob his sister’s son, that he ran to meet him, and em- 
braced him, and kissed him, and brought him to his house. 
And he told Laban all these things. 

And Laban said to him, “Surely thou art my bone and 
my flesh.” And he abode with him the space of a month. 

And Laban said unto Jacob, “Because thou art my 
brother, shouldest thou therefore serve me for nought? 
tell me, what shall thy wages be?” And Laban had two 
daughters: the name of the elder was Leah, and the name 
of the younger was Rachel. And Leah’s eyes were tender ; 
but Rachel was beautiful and well-favored. 

And Jacob loved Rachel; and he said, “I will serve 
thee seven years for Rachel thy younger daughter.” 

And Laban said. “It is better that I give her to thee, 
than that I should give her to another man: abide with 
me.” And Jacob served seven years for Rachel; and they 
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seemed unto him but a few days, for the love he had 
to her. 

And Jacob said unto Laban, “Give me my wife, for 
my days are fulfilled.” 

And Laban gathered together all the men of the place, 
and made a feast. And it came to pass in the evening, 
that he took Leah his daughter, and brought her to him; 
and Jacob took her. And Laban gave Zilpah his hand- 
maid unto his daughter Leah for a handmaid. 

And it came to pass in the morning that Jacob said to 
Laban, “What is this thou hast done unto me? did not 
I serve with thee for Rachel? wherefore then hast thou 
beguiled me?” 

And Laban said, ‘It is not so Cone in our place, to give 
the younger before the first-born. Fullfil the week of this 
one, and we will give thee the other also for the service 
which thou shalt serve with me yet seven other years.” 

And Jacob did so, and fulfilled her week: and he gave 
him Rachel his daughter to wife. And Laban gave to 
Rachel his daughter Bilhah his handmaid to be her hand- 
maid. And he loved also Rachel more than Leah, and 
served with him yet seven other years. 

And God remembered Rachel. And she bare a son: 
and said, “God hath taken away my reproach:” and she 
called his name Joseph, saying, “Jehovah add to me 
another son.” 

And it came to pass, when Rachel had borne Joseph, 
that Jacob said unto Laban, “Send me away, that I may 
go unto mine own place, and to my country. Give me 
my wives and my children for whom I have served thee, 
and let me go: for thou knowest my service wherewith 
I have served thee.” 

And Laban said unto him, “If now I have found favor 
in thine eyes, tarry: for I have divined that Jehovah hath 
blessed me for thy sake.” 

And he said, “Appoint me thy wages, and I will give 
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And he said unto him, “Thou knowest how I have 
served thee, and how thy cattle have fared with me. For 
it was little which thou hadst before I came, and it hath 
increased unto a multitude; and Jehovah hath blessed thee 
whithersoever J] turned: and now when shall I provide 
for my own house also?” 

And he said, “What shall I give thee?” 

And Jacob said, “Thou shalt’ not give me aught; if 
thou wilt do this thing for me, I will again feed thy 
flock and keep it. I will pass through all thy flock today, 
removing from thence every speckled and spotted one, 
and every black one among the sheep, and the spotted 
and speckled among the goats: and of such shall be my 
hire. So shall my righteousness answer for me hereafter, 
when thou shalt come concerning my hire that is before 
thee: every one that is not speckled and spotted among 
the goats, and black among the sheep, that, | found with 
me, shall be counted stolen.” . 

And Laban said, “Behold, I would it might be accord- 
ing to thy word.’ And he removed that day the he-goats 
that were ringstreaked and spotted, and all the she-goats 
that were speckled and spotted, every one that had white 
in it, and all the black ones among the sheep, and gave 
them into the hand of his sons; and he set three days’ 
journey betwixt himself and Jacob: and Jacob fed the rest 
of Laban’s flocks. 

And the man increased exceedingly, and had large 
flocks and maid-servants and men-servants, and camels 
and asses. 


And he heard the words of Laban’s sons, saying, 
“Jacob hath taken away all that was our father’s; and 
of that which was our father’s hath he gotten all this 
glory.” 

And Jacob beheld the countenance of Laban, and, be- 
hold, it was not toward him as beforetime. 

And Jehovah said unto Jacob, “Return unto the land 
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of thy fathers, and to thy kindred; and I will be with 
thee.” 

And Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah to the field 
unto his flock, and said unto them, “I see your father’s 
countenance, that it is not toward me as beforetime; but 
the God of my father hath been with me. And ye know 
that with all my power I have served your father. And 
your father hath deceived me, and changed my wages ten 
times; but God suffered him not to hurt me. 

“If he said thus, ‘The speckled shall be thy wages;’ 
then all the flock bare speckled; and if he said thus, “The 
ringstreaked shall be thy wages;’ then bare all the flock 
ringstreaked. Thus God hath taken away the cattle of 
your father, and given them to me. 

“And the angel of God said unto me, ‘I am the God 
of Beth-el, where thou anointedst a pillar, where thou 
vowedst a vow unto me: now arise, get thee out from this 
land, and return unto the land of thy nativity.” 

And Rachel and Leah answered and said unto him, 
“Is there yet any portion or inheritance for us in our 
father’s house? Are we not accounted for by him as 
foreigners? for he hath sold us, and hath also quite 
devoured our money. For all the riches which God hath 
taken away from our father, that is ours and our chil- 
dren’s: now then, whatsoever God hath said unto thee, 
COW 

Ther. Jacob rose up, and set his sons and his wives upon 
the camels; and he carried away all his cattle, and all 
his substance which he had gathered, the cattle of his 
getting, which he had gathered in Paddan-aram, to 
go to Isaac his father unto the land of Canaan. Now 
Laban was gone to shear his sheep; and Rachel stole the 
teraphim that were her father’s. And Jacob stole away 
unawares to Laban the Syrian, in that he told him not 
that he fled. So he fled with all that he had; and he rose 
up, and passed over the river, and set his face toward 
the mountain of Gilead. 
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And it was told Laban on the third day that Jacob was 
fled. And he took his brethren with him, and pursued 
after him seven days’ journey; and he overtook him in 
the mountain of Gilead. 

And God came to Laban the Syrian in a dream of the 
night, and said unto him, “Take heed to thyself that 
thou speak not to Jacob either good or bad.” A 1 Laban 
came up with Jacob. Now Jacob had pitched his tent 
in the mountain: and Laban with his brethren encamped 
in the mountain of Gilead. 

And Laban said to Jacob, “What hast thou done, that 
thou hast stolen away unawares to me, and carried away 
my daughters as captives of the sword? Wherefore didst 
thou flee secretly, and steal away from me, and didst not 
tell me, that I might have sent thee away with mirth and 
with songs, with tabret and with harp; and didst not 
suffer me to kiss my sons and my daughters? now hast 
thou done foolishly. It is in the power of my hand to 
do you hurt: but the God of your father spake unto me 
yesternight, saying, ‘Take heed to thyself that thou speak 
not to Jacob either good or bad.’ And now, though 
thou wouldest needs be gone, because thou sore longedst 
after thy father’s house, yet wherefore hast thou stolen 
my gods?” 

And Jacob answered and said to Laban, “Because I 
was afraid: for I said, ‘Lest thou shouldest take thy 
daughters from me by force.’ With whomsoever thou 
findest thy gods, he shall not live: before our brethren 
discern thou what is thine with me, and take, it to thee.” 
For Jacob knew not that Rachel had stolen them. 

And Laban went into Jacob’s tent, and into Leah’s tent, 
and into the tent of the two maid-servants; but he found 
them not. And he went out of Leah’s tent, and entered 
into Rachel’s tent. Now Rachel had taken the teraphim, 
and put them in the camel’s saddle, and sat upon them. 
And Laban felt about all the tent, but found them not. 

And Jacob was wroth, and chode with Laban: and 
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Jacob answered and said to Laban, “What is my tres- 
pass? what is my sin, that thou hast hotly pursued after 
me? Whereas thou hast felt about all my stuff, what hast 
thou found of all thy household stuff? Set it here before 
my brethren and thy brethren, that they may judge be- 
twixt us two. These twenty years have I been with thee; 
thy ewes and thy she-goats have not cast their young, and 
the rams of thy flocks have I not eaten. That which was 
torn of beasts I brought not unto thee; I bare the loss of 
it; of my hand didst thou require it, whether stolen by 
day or stolen by night. Thus I was; in the day the 
drought consumed me, and the frost by night; and my 
sleep fled from mine eyes. 

“These twenty years have I been in thy house; I served 
thee fourteen years for thy two daughters, and six years 
for thy flock: and thou hast changed my wages ten times. 
Except the God of my father, the God of Abraham, and 
the Fear of Isaac, had been with me, surely now hadst 
thou sent me away empty.” 

And Laban answered and said unto Jacob, “The 
daughters are my daughters, and the children are my 
children, and the flocks are my flocks, and all that thou 
seest is mine: and what can I do this day unto these my 
daughters, or unto their children whom they have borne? 
And now come, let us make a covenant, I and thou; and 
let it be for a witness between me and thee.” And Jacob 
took a stone, and set it up for a pillar. 

And Jacob said unto his brethren, “Gather stones ;” 
and they took stones, and made a heap: and they did eat 
there by the heap. 

And Laban said, “This heap is witness between me 
and thee this day.” 

Therefore was the name of it called GALEED and 
MIZPAH, for he said, ‘Jehovah watch between me and 
thee, when we are absent one from another. If thou 
shalt afflict my daughters, and if thou shalt take wives 
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besides my daughters, no man is with us; see, God is 
witness betwixt me and thee.” 

And Laban said to Jacob, “Behold this heap and 
behold the pillar, which I have set betwixt me and thee. 
This heap be witness, and the pillar be witness, that I 
will not pass over this heap to thee, and that thou shalt 
not pass over this heap and this pillar unto me, for harm. 
The God of Abraham, and the God of Nahor, the God 
of their father, judge betwixt us.” 

And Jacob sware by the Fear of his father Isaac. And 
Jacob offered a sacrifice in the mountain, and called his 
brethren to eat bread: and they did eat bread, and tarried 
all night in the mountain. And early in the morning 
Laban rose up, and kissed his sons and his daughters, 
and blessed them: and Laban departed, and returned unto 


his place. 


And Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God 
met him. And Jacob said when he saw them, “This is 
God’s host:” and he called the name of that place 
MAHANAIM. 

And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his 
brother unto the land of Seir, the field of Edom. And he 
commanded them, saying, “Thus shall ye say unto my 
lord Esau: ‘Thus saith thy servant Jacob, “I have so- 
journed with Laban, and stayed until now: and I have 
oxen, and asses, and flocks, and men-servants, and maid- 
servants: and I have sent to tell my lord, that I may find 
favor in thy sight.”’” 

And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, “We 
came to thy brother Esau, and moreover he cometh to 
meet thee, and four hundred men with him.” 

Then Jacob was greatly afraid and was distressed: 
and he divided the people that were with him, and the 
flocks, and the herds, and the camels, into two companies; 
and he said, “If Esau come to the one company, and smite 
it, then the company which is left shall escape.” 
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And Jacob said, “O God of my father Abraham, and 
God of my father Isaac, O Jehovah, who saidst unto me, 
‘Return into thy country, and to thy kindred, and I will 
do thee good:’ I am not worthy of the least of all the 
loving kindnesses, and of all the truth, which thou hast 
showed unto thy servant; fcr with my staff I passed over 
this Jordan; and now I am become two companies. De- 
liver me, I pray thee, from the hand of my brother, from 
the hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest he come and smite 
me, the mother with the children. And thou saidst, ‘T 
will surely do thee good, and make thy seed as the sand 
of the sea, which cannot be numbered for multitude.’ ” 

And he lodged there that night, and took of that which 
he had with him a present for Esau his brother: two 
hundred she-goats and twenty he-goats, two hundred 
ewes and twenty rams, thirty milch camels and their 
colts, forty cows and ten bulls, twenty she-asses and ten 
foals. 

And he delivered them into the hand of his servants, 
every drove by itself, and said unto his servants, “Pass 
over before me, and put a space betwixt drove and 
drove.” 

And he commanded the foremost, saying, “When Esau 
my brother meeteth thee, and asketh thee, saying, ‘Whose 
art thou? and whither goest thou? and whose are these 
before thee? then thou shalt say, “They are thy servant 
Jacob’s; it is a present sent unto my lord Esau; and, 
behold, he also is behind us.’” 

‘And he commanded also the second, and the third, and 
‘all that followed the droves, saying, “On this manner 
shall ye speak unto Esau, when ye find him; and ye shall 
say, ‘Moreover, behold, thy servant Jacob is behind us.’ ” 

For he said, “I will appease him with the present that 
goeth before me, and afterward will see his face; per- 
adventure. he will accept me.” So the present passed 
over before him: and he himself lodged that night in 
the company. 
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And he rose up that night, and took his two wives, 
and his two handmaids, and his eleven children, and 
passed over the ford of the Jabbok. And he took them, 
and sent them over the stream, and sent over that which 
he had. And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a 
man with him until the breaking of the day. 

And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, 
he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of 
Jacob’s thigh was strained, as he wrestled with him. 

And he said, “Let me go, for the day breaketh.” 

And he said, “I will not let thee go, except thou bless 
me.” 

And he said’ unto him, “What is thy name?” 

And he said, “Jacob.” 

And he said, “Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, 
but Israel: for thou hast striven with God and with men, 
and hast prevailed.” 

And Jacob asked him and said, “Tell me, I pray thee, 
thy name.” 

And he said, “Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after 
my name?” And he blessed him there. 

And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for, said 
he, “I have seen God face to face, and my life is pre- 
served.” And the sun rose upon him as he passed over 
Penuel, and he limped upon his thigh. Therefore the 
children of Israel eat not the sinew of the hip which is 
upon the hollow of the thigh, unto this day: because he 
touched the hollow of Jacob’s thigh in the sinew of the 
hip. 

And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, behold, 
Esau was coming, and with him four hundred men. And 
he divided the children unto Leah, and unto Rachel, and 
unto the handmaids. And he put the handmaids and 
their children foremost, and Leah and her children after, 
and Rachel and Joseph hindermost. And he himself 
passed before them, and bowed himself to the ground 
seven times, until he came near to his brother. And Esau 
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ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck, 
and kissed him: and they wept. 

And he lifted up his eyes, and saw the women and the 
children; and said, “Who are these with thee?” 

And he said, “The children whom God hath graciously 
given thy servant.” Then the handmaids came near, 
they and their children, and they bowed themselves. And 
Leah also and her children came near, and bowed them- 
selves: and after came Joseph near and Rachel, and they 
bowed themselves. 

And he said, “What meanest thou by all this company 
which I met?” 

And he said, “To find favor in the sight of my lord.” 

And Esau said, “I have enough, my brother; let that 
which thou hast be thine.” 

And Jacob said, “Nay, I pray thee, if now I have found 
favor in thy sight, then receive my present at my hand; 
forasmuch as I have seen thy face, as one seeth the face 
of God, and thou wast pleased with me. Take, I pray 
thee, my gift that is brought to thee; because God hath 
dealt graciously with me, and because I have enough.” 
And he urged him, and he took it. 

And he said, “Let us take our journey, and let us go, 
and I will go before thee.” 

And he said unto him, “My lord knoweth that the 
children are tender, and that the flocks and herds with 
me have their young: and if they overdrive them one 
day, all the flocks will die. Let my lord, I pray thee, pass 
over before his servant: and I will lead on gently, accord- 
ing to the pace of the cattle that are before me and ac- 
cording to the pace of the children, until I come unto my 
lord unto Seir.” 

And Esau said, “Let me now leave with thee some of 
the folk that are with me.” 

And he said, “What needeth it? let me find favor in 
the sight of my lord.” So Esau returned that day on 
his way unto Seir. And Jacob journeyed to Succoth, 
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and built him a house, and made booths for his cattle: 
-therefore the name of the place is called Succoth. 

And Jacob came in peace to the city of Shechem, 
which is in the land of Canaan, when he came from 
Paddan-aram; and encamped before the city. And he 
bought the parcel of ground, where he had spread his 
tent, at the hand of the children of Hamor, Shechem’s 
father, for a hundred pieces of money. And he erected 
there an altar, and called it El-Elohe-Israel. 


And God said unto Jacob, “Arise, go up to Beth-el, 
and dwell there: and make there an altar unto God, who 
appeared unto thee when thou fleddest from the face of 
Esau thy brother.” 

Then Jacob said unto his household, and to all that 
were with him, “Put away the foreign gods that are 
among you, and purify yourselves, and change your gar- 
ments: and let us arise, and go up to Beth-el; and I will 
make there an altar unto God, who answered me in the 
day of my distress, and was with me in the way which 
I went.” 

And they gave unto Jacob all the foreign gods which 
were in their hand, and the rings which were in their 
ears; and Jacob hid them under the oak which was by 
Shechem. And they journeyed: and a terror of God was 
upon the cities that were round about them, and they 
did not pursue after the sons of Jacob. So Jacob came 
to Luz, which is in the land of Canaan (the same is Beth- 
el), he and all the people that were with him. And he 
built there an altar, and called the place El-beth-el; 
because there God was revealed unto him, when he fled 
from the face of his brother. 

And God appeared unto Jacob again, when he came 
from Paddan-aram, and blessed him. And God said un- 
to him, “Thy name is Jacob: thy name shall not be called 
any more Jacob, but Israel shall be thy name: and he 
called his name Israel. 
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‘And God said unto him, “I am God Almighty: be 
fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations 
shall be of thee, and kings shall come out of thy loins; 
and the land which I gave unto Abraham and Isaac, to 
thee I will give it, and to thy seed after thee will I give 
the land.” 

And God went up from him in the place where he 
spake with him. And Jacob set up a pillar in the place 
where he spake with him, a pillar of stone: and he poured 
out a drink-offering thereon, and poured oil thereon. And 
Jacob called the name of the place where God spake with 
him, Beth-el. 

And Jacob dwelt in the land of his father’s sojourn- 
ings, in the land of Canaan. 


And Israel took his journey with ali that he had, and 
came to Beer-sheba, and offered sacrifices unto the God 
of his father Isaac. 

And God spake unto Israel in the visions of the night, 
and said, “Jacob, Jacob.” 

And he said, “Here am I.” 

And he said, “I am God, the God of thy father: fear 
not to go down into Egypt; for I will there make of 
thee a great nation: I will go down with thee into 
Egypt; and I will also surely bring thee up again.” 

And Jacob rose up from Beersheba: and the sons of 
Israel carried Jacob their father, and their little ones, 
and their wives, in the wagons which Pharaoh had sent 
to carry him. And they took their cattle and their goods, 
which they had gotten in the land of Canaan, and came 
into Egypt, Jacob, and all his seed with him: his sons, 
and his sons’ sons with him, his daughters, and his sons’ 
daughters, and all his seed brought he with him into 
Egypt. 

‘And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years: 
so the days of Jacob, the years of his life, were a hundred 
forty and seven years. 
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And the time drew near that Israel must die: and he 
called his son Joseph, and said unto him, “If now I have 
found favor in thy sight, put, I pray thee, thy hand under 
my thigh, and deal kindly and truly with me: bury me not, 
I pray thee, in Egypt; but when I sleep with my fathers, 
thou shalt carry me out of Egypt, and bury me in their 
burying-place.”’ 

And he said, “I will do as thou hast said.” 

And he said, “Swear unto me:” and he sware unto 
him. And Israel bowed himself upon the bed’s head. 

And Jacob called unto his sons, and said, “Gather your- 
selves together, that I may tell you that which shall 
befall you in the latter days. 

“Assemble yourselves, and hear, ye sons of Jacob; and 

hearken unto Israel your father. 

“REUBEN, thou art my first-born, my might, and the 
beginning of my strength; the pre-eminence of dig- 
nity, and the pre-eminence of power. 

“SIMEON and LEVI are brethren; weapons of vio- 
lence are their swords. I will divide them in Jacob, 
and scatter them in Israel. 

“JUDAH, thee shall thy brethren praise: thy hand 
shall be on the neck of thine enemies; thy father’s 
sons shall bow down before thee. Judah is a lion’s 
whelp; from the prey my son, thou art gone up: he 
stooped down, he couched as a lion, and as a lioness ; 
who shall rouse him up? The sceptre shall not de- 
part from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between 
his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the 
obedience of the peoples be. 

“ZEBULUN shall dwell at the haven of the sea; and 
his border shall be upon Sidon. 

“ISSACHAR is a strong ass, crouching down between 
the sheepfolds, 

‘DAN shall judge his people, as one of the tribes of 
Israel. I have waited for thy salvation, O Jehovah. 
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“GAD, a troop shall press upon him; but he shall press 
upon their heel. 

“Out of ASHER his bread shall be fat, and he shall 
yield royal dainties. 

“NAPHTALI is a hind let loose: he giveth goodly 
words. 

“JOSEPH is a fruitful bough, a fruitful bough by 
a fountain; his branches run over the wall. And the 
arms of his hands were made strong, by the hands 
of the Mighty One of Jacob, even by the God of 
thy father, who shall help thee, and by the Almighty, 
who shall bless thee. 

“BENJAMIN is a wolf that raveneth: in the morning 
he shall devour the prey, and at even he shall divide 
the spoil.” 

All these are the twelve tribes of Israel: and this is it 
that their father spake unto them and blessed them ; 
every one according to his blessing he blessed them. 

And he charged them, and said unto them, “T am to be 
gathered unto my people: bury me with my fathers in the 
cave that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite, in the cave 
that is in the field of Machpelah, which is before Mamre, 
in the land of Canaan, which Abraham bought with the 
field from Ephron the Hittite for a possession of a bury- 
ing-place. There they buried Abraham and Sarah his 
wife; there they buried Isaac and Rebekah his wife; and 
there I buried Leah—the field and the cave that is there- 
in, which was purchased from the children of Heth.” 

And when Jacob made an end of charging his sons, he 
gathered up his feet into the bed, and yielded up the 
ghost, and was gathered unto his people. 
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Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the 
flock with his brethren; and Joseph brought the evil re- 
port of them unto their father. Now Israel loved Joseph 
more than all his children, because he was the son of his 
old age; and he made him a coat of many colors. And 
his brethren saw that their father loved him more than 
all his brethren; and they hated him, and could not speak 
peaceably unto him. 

And Joseph dreamed a dream, and he told it to his 
brethren: and they hated him yet the more. And he said 
unto them, “Hear, I pray you, this dream which I have 
dreamed: for, behold, we were binding sheaves in the 
field, and, lo, my sheaf arose, and also stood upright; and 
behold, your sheaves came round about, and made obei- 
sance to my sheaf.” 

And his brethren said to him, “Shalt thou indeed reign 
over us? or shalt thou indeed have dominion over us?” 
And they hated him yet the more for his dreams, and for 
his words. 

And he dreamed yet another dream, and told it to his 
brethren, and said, “Behold, I have dreamed yet a dream; 
and, behold, the sun and the moon and eleven stars made 
obeisance to me.” 

And he told it to his father, and to his brethren; and 
his father rebuked him, and said unto him, “What is this 
dream that thou hast dreamed? Shall I and thy mother 
and thy brethren indeed come to bow down ourselves to 
thee to the earth?” And his brethren envied him; but 
his father kept the saying in mind. 
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And his brethren went to feed their father’s flock in 
Shechem. And Israel said unto Joseph, “Are not thy 
brethren feeding the flock in Shechem? come, and I will 
send thee unto them.” 

And he said to him, “Here am I.” 

And he said to him, “Go now, see whether it is well 
with thy brethren, and well with the flock; and bring me 
word again.” So he sent him out of the vale of Hebron, 
and he came to Shechem. 

And a certain man found him, and, behold, he was 
wandering in the field: and the man asked him, saying, 
“What seekest thou ?” 

And he said, “I am seeking my brethren: tell me, I 
pray thee, where they are feeding the flock.” 

And the man said, “They are departed hence; for I 
heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.” And Joseph 
went after his brethren, and found them in Dothan. 

And they saw him afar off, and before he came near 
unto them, they conspired against him to slay him. And 
they said one to another, “Behold, this dreamer cometh. 
Come now therefore, and let us slay him, and cast him 
into one of the pits, and we will say, ‘An evil beast hath 
devoured him’: and we shall see what will become of his 
dreams.” 

And Reuben heard it, and delivered him out of their 
hand, and said, “Let us not take his life.” 

And Reuben said unto them, “Shed no blood; cast him 
into this pit that is in the wilderness, but lay no hand 
upon him:” that he might deliver him out of their hand, 
to restore him to his father. 

‘And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto his 
brethren, that they stripped Joseph of his coat, the coat 
of many colors that was on him; and they took him, and 
cast him into the pit: and the pit was empty, there was 
no water in it. 

And they sat down to eat bread: and they lifted up 
their eyes and looked, and, behold, acaravan of Ishmael- 
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ites was coming from Gilead, with their camels bearing 
spicery and balm and myrrh, going to carry it down to 
Egypt. 

And Judah said unto his brethren, “What profit is it 
if we slay our brother and conceal his blood? Come, and 
let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be 
upon him; for he is our brother, our flesh.’ And his 
brethren hearkened unto him. 

An there passed by Mldianites, merchantmen; and - 
they drew and lifted up Joseph out of the pit, and sold 
Joseph to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. And 
they brought Joseph into Egypt. 

And Reuben returned unto the pit; and, behold, Joseph 
was not in the pit: and he rent his clothes. And he re- 
turned unto his brethren, and said, “The child is not; 
and I, whither shall I go?” 

And they took Joseph’s coat, and killed a he-goat, and 
dipped the coat in the blood; and they sent the coat of 
many colors, and they brought it to their father, and said, 
“This have we found: know now whether it is thy son’s 
coat or not.” 

And he knew it, and said, “It is my son’s coat; an evil 
beast hath devoured him; Joseph is without doubt torn 
in pieces.” And Jacob rent his garments, and put sack- 
cloth upon his loins, and mourned for his son many days. 

And all his sons and all his daughters ros: up to com- 
fort him; but he refused to be comforted; and he said, 
“For I will go down to Sheol to my son mourning.” And 
his father wept for him. 


And Joseph was brought down to Egypt; and Potiphar, 
an officer of Pharaoh’s, the captain of the guard, an 
Egyptian, bought him of the hand of the Ishmaelites, that 
had brought him down thither. 

And Jehovah was with Joseph, and he was a prosper- 
ous man; and he was in the house of his master the 
Egyptian. And his master saw that Jehovah was with 
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him, and that Jehovah made all that he did to prosper in 
his hand. And Joseph found favor in his sight, and he 
ministered unto him: and he made him overseer over 
his house, and all that he had he put into his hand. 

And it came to pass from the time that he made him 
overseer in his house, and over all that he had, that 
Jehovah blessed the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake; 
and the blessing of Jehovah was upon all that he had, in 
the house and in the field. And he left all that he had in 
Joseph’s hand; and he knew not aught that was with him, 
save the bread which he did eat. -And Joseph was comely, 
and well-favored. 


‘And it came to pass after these things, that his master’s 
wife cast her eyes upon Joseph; and she said, “Lie with 
me.” 

But he refused, and said unto his master’s wife, “Be- 
hold, my master knoweth not what is with me in the 
house, and he hath put all that he hath into my hand: 
he is not greater in this house than I; neither hath he 
kept back anything from me but thee, because thou art 
his wife: how then can I do this great wickedness, and 
sin against God?” And it came to pass about this time, 
that he went into the house to do his work; and there 
was none of the men of the house there within. 

And she caught him by his garment, and he left his 
garment in her hand, and fled, and got him out. And she 
laid up his garment by her, until his master came home. 

And she spake unto him according to these words, say- 
ing, “The Hebrew servant, whom thou hast brought unto 
us, came unto me to mock me: and it came to pass, as 
I lifted up my voice and cried, that he left his garment 
by me, and fled out.” 

And it came to pass, when his master heard the words 
of his wife, that his wrath was kindled. 

And Joseph’s master took him, and put him into the 
prison, the place where the king’s prisoners were bound; 
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and he was there in the prison. But Jehovah was with 
Joseph, and showed kindness unto him, and gave him 
favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison. And the 
keeper of the prison committed to Joseph’s hand all the 
prisoners that were in the prison; and whatsoever they 
did there, he was the doer of it. The keeper of the prison 
looked not to anything that was under his hand, because 
Jehovah was with him; and that which he did, Jehovah 
made it to prosper. 


And it came to pass after these things, that the butler 
of the king of Egypt and his baker offended their lord 
the king of Egypt. And Pharaoh was wroth against his 
two officers, against the chief of the butlers, and against 
the chief of the bakers. And he put them in ward in the 
house of the captain of the guard, into the prison, the 
place where Joseph was bound. 

And the captain of the guard charged Joseph with them 
and he ministered unto them: and they continued a season 
in ward. And they dreamed a dream both of them, each 
man his dream, in one night, each man according to the 
interpretation of his dream, the butler and the baker of 
the king of Egypt, who were bound in the prison And 
Joseph came in unto them in the morning, and saw them, 
and, behold, they were sad. 

And he asked Pharaoh’s officers that were with him in 
ward in his master’s house, saying, “Wherefore look ye 
so sad today ?” 

And they said unto him, “We have dreamed a dream, 
and there is none that can interpret it.” 

And Joseph said unto them. “Do not interpretations 
belong to God? tell it me, I pray you.” 

And the chief butler told his dream to Joseph, and said 
to him, “In my dream, behold, a vine was before me: and 
in the vine were three branches: and it was as though 
it budded, and its blossoms shot forth: and the clusters 
thereof brought forth ripe grapes, and Pharaoh’s cup was 
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in my hand; and I took the grapes, and pressed them into 
Pharaoh’s cup, and I gave the cup into Pharaoh’s hand.” 

And Joseph said unto him, “This is the interpretation 
of it: three branches are three days; within yet three 
days shall Pharaoh lift up thy head, and restore thee 
unto thine office: and thou shalt give Pharaoh’s cup into 
his hand, after the former manner when thou wast his 
butler. But have me in thy remembrance when it shall 
be well with thee, and show kindness, I pray thee, unto 
me, and make mention of me unto Pharaoh, and bring 
me out of this house: for indeed I was stolen away out 
of the land of the Hebrews: and here also have I done 
nothing that they should put me into the dungeon.” 

When the chief baker saw that the interpretation was 
good, he said unto Joseph, “I also was in my dream, and, 
behold, three baskets of white bread were on my head: 
and in the uppermost basket there was of all manner of 
baked food for Pharaoh; and the birds did eat them out 
of the basket upon my head.” 

And Joseph answered and said, “This is the interpreta- 
tion thereof: the three baskets are three days; within 
yet three days shall Pharaoh lift up thy head from off 
thee, and shall hang thee on a tree; and the birds shall 
eat thy flesh from off thee.” 

And it came to pass the third day, which was Pharaoh’s 
birthday, that he made a feast unto all his servants: and 
he lifted up the head of the chief butler and the head of 
the chief baker among his servants. And he restored the 
chief butler unto his butlership again; and he gave the 
cup into Pharaoh’s hand: but he hanged the chief baker: 
as Joseph had interpreted to them. Yet did not the chief 
butler remember Joseph, but forgat him. 


‘And it came to pass at the end of two full years, that 
Pharaoh dreamed: and, behold, he stood by the river. 
And, behold, there came up out of the river seven kine, 
well-favored and fat-fleshed; and they fed in the reed- 
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grass. And, behold, seven other kine came up after them 
out of the river, ill-favored and lean-fleshed, and stood 
by the other kine upon the brink of the river. And the 
ill-favored and lean-fleshed kine did eat up the seven 
well-favored and fat kine. So Pharaoh awoke. 

And he slept and dreamed a second time: and, behold, 
seven ears of grain came up upon one stalk, rank and 
good. And, behold, seven ears, thin and blasted with the 
east wind, sprung up after them. And the thin ears 
swallowed up the seven rank and full ears. 

And Pharaoh awoke, and, behold, it was a dream. And 
it came to pass in the morning that his Spirit was 
troubled; and he sent and called for all the magicians of 
Egypt, and all the wise men thereof: and Pharaoh told 
them his dreams; but there was none that could interpret 
them unto Pharaoh. 

Then spake the chief Butler unto Pharaoh, saying, “I 
do remember my faults this day: Pharaoh was wroth with 
his servants, and put me in ward in the house of the cap- 
tain of the guard, me and the chief baker: and we 
dreamed a dream in one night, I and he; we dreamed 
each man according to the interpretation of his dream. 
And there was with us there a young man, a Hebrew, 
servant to the captain of the guard; and we told him, and 
he interpreted to us our dreams; to each man according 
to his dream he did interpret. And it came to pass, as 
he interpreted to us, so it was; me he restored unto mine 
office, and him he hanged.” 

Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they brought 
him hastily out of the dungeon: and he shaved himself, 
and changed his raiment, and came in unto Pharaoh. 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, “I have dreamed a 
dream, and there is none that can interpret it: and I have 
heard say of thee, that when thou hearest a dream thou 
canst interpret it.” 

And Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, “It is not in 
me: God will give Pharaoh an answer of peace.” 
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And Pharaoh spake unto Joseph, “In my dream, behold, 
I stood upon the brink of the river: and, behold, there 
came up out of the river seven kine, fat-fleshed and well- 
favored; and they fed in the reed-grass: and, behold, 
seven other kine came up after them, poor and very ill- 
favored and lean-fleshed, such as I never saw in all the 
land of Egypt for badness: and the lean and ill-favored 
kine did eat up the first seven fat kine: and when they 
had eaten them up, it could not be known that they had 
eaten them; but they were still ill-favored, as at the be- 
ginnin. So I awoke. 

“And I saw in my dream, and, behold, seven ears came 
up upon one stalk, full and good: and, behold, seven ears, 
withered, thin, and blasted with the east wind, sprung up 
after them: and the thin ears swallowed up the seven 
good ears: and I told it unto the magicians; but there 
was none that could declare it to me.” 

And Joseph said unto Pharaoh, “The dream of Pharaoh 
is one: what God is about to do he hath declared unto 
Pharaoh. The seven good kine are seven years; and the 
seven good ears are seven years: the dream is one. And 
the seven lean and ill-favored kine that came up after 
them are seven years, and also the seven empty ears 
blasted with the east wind; they shall be seven years of 
famine. 

“That is the thing which I spake unto Pharaoh: what 
God is about to do he hath showed unto Pharaoh. Behold, 
there come seven years of great plenty throughout all 
the land of Egypt: and there shall arise after them seven 
years of famine; and all the plenty shall be forgotten in 
the land of Egypt; and the famine shall consume the 
land; and the plenty shall not be known in the land by 
reason of that famine which followeth; for it shall be 
very grievous. And for that the dream was doubled unto 
Pharaoh, it is because the thing is established by God, 
and God will shortly bring it to pass. 

“Now therefore let Pharaoh look out a man discreet 
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and wise, and set him over the land of Egypt. Let 
Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint overseers over the 
land, and take up the fifth part of the land of Egypt in 
the seven plenteous years. And let them gather all the 
food of these good years that come, and lay up grain 
under the hand of Pharaoh for food in the cities, and let 
them keep it. And the food shall be for a store to the 
land against the seven years of famine, which shall be in 
the land of Egypt; that the land perish not through the 
famine.” 

And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and 
in the eyes of all his servants. 

And Pharaoh said unto his servants, “Can we find such 
a one as this, a man in whom the spirit of God is?” 

‘And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, “Forasmuch as God 
hath showed thee all this, there is none so discreet and 
wise as thou: thou shalt be over my house, and according 
unto thy word shall all my people be ruled: only in the 
throne will I be greater than thou.” 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, “See, I have set thee 
over all the land of Egypt.” 

And Pharaoh took off his signet ring from his hand, 
and put it upon Joseph’s hand, and arrayed him in ves- 
tures of fine linen, and put a gold chain about his neck; 
and he made him to ride in the second chariot which he 
had; and they cried before him, “Bow the knee:” and he 
set him over all the land of Egypt. 


And Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before 
Pharaoh, king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from the 
presence of Pharaoh, and went throughout all the land 
of Egypt. And in the seven plenteous years the earth 
brought forth by handfuls. And he gathered up all the 
food of the seven years which were in the land of Egypt, 
and laid up the food in the cities: the food of the field, 
which was round about every city, laid he up in the 
same. 
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And Joseph laid up grain as the sand of the sea, very 
much, until he left off numbering; for it was without 
number. And unto Joseph were born two sons before the 
year of famine came, whom Asenath, the daughter of 
Poti-phera priest of On, bare unto him. 

And Joseph called the name of the first-born Manasseh: 
“For,” said he, “God hath made me forget all my toil, and 
<‘l my father’s house.” 

And the name of the second called he Ephraim: “For 
God hath made me fruitful in the land of my affliction.” 

And the seven years of plenty, that was in the land of 
Egypt, came to an end. And the seven years of famine 
began to come, according as Joseph had said: and there 
was famine in all lands; but in all the land of Egypt 
tlere was bread. 

And when all the land of Egypt was famished, the 
people cried to Pharaoh for bread: and Pharaoh said unto 
all the Egyptians, “Go unto Joseph; what he saith to 
you, do.” 

And the famine was over all the face of the earth: and 
Joseph opened all the store-houses, and sold unto the 
Egyptians; and the famine was sore in the land of Egypt. 
And all countries came into Egypt to Joseph to buy grain, 
because the famine was sore in all the earth. 


Now Jacob saw that there was grain in Egypt, and 
Jacob said unto his sons, “Why do ye look one upon 
another ?” 

And he said, “Behold, I have heard that there is grain 
in Egypt: get you down thither, and buy for us from. 
thence; that we may live, and not die.” 

And Joseph’s ten brethren went down to buy grain 
from Egypt. But Benjamin, Joseph’s brother, Jacob sent 
not with his brethren; for he said, “Test peradventure 
harm befall him.” And the sons of Israel came to buy 
among those that came: for the famine wos in the land 
of Canaan. 
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And Joseph was the governor over the land; he it was 
that sold to all the people of the land. And Joseph’s 
brethren came, and bowed down themselves to him with 
their faces to the earth. 

And Joseph saw his brethren, and he knew them, but 
made himself strange unto them, and spa!.e roughly with 
them; and he said unto them, “Whence come yer” 

And they said, “From the land of Canaan to buy food.” 
And Joseph knew his brethren, but they knew not him. 

And Joseph remembered the dreams which he dreamed 
of them, and said unto them, “Ye are spies; to see the 
nakedness of the land ye are come.” 

And they said unto him, “Nay, my lord, but to buy 
food are thy servants come. We are all one man’s sons; 
we are true men, thy servants are no spies.” 

And he said unto them, “Nay, but to see the nakedness 
of the land ye are come.” 

And they said, “We thy servants are twelve brethren, 
the sons of one man in the land of Canaan; and, behold, 
the youngest is this day with our father, and one is not.” 

And Joseph said unto them, “That is it that I spake 
unto you, saying, ‘Ye are spies:’ hereby ye shall be 
proved: by the life of Pharaoh ye shall not go forth 
hence, except your youngest brother come hither. Send 
one of you, and let him fetch your brother, and ye shall 
be bound, that your words may be proved, whether there 
be truth i you: or else by the life of Pharaoh surely ye 
are spies.” And he put them all together into ward three 
days. 

Aue Joseph said unto them the third day, “This do, 
and live; for I fear God: if ye be true men, let one of 
your brethren be bound in your prison-house; but go ye, 
carry grain for the famine of your houses: and bring 
your youngest brother unto me; so shall your words be 
verified, and ye shall not die.” And they did so. 

And they said one to another, “We are verily guilty 
concerning our brother, in that we saw the distress of 
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his soul, when he besought us, and we would not hear; 
therefore is this distress come upon us.” 

And Reuben answered them, saying, “Spake I not unto 
you, saying, ‘Do not sin against the child;’ and ye would 
not hear? therefore also, behold, his blood is required.” 

And they knew not that Joseph understood them: for 
there was an interpreter between them. And he turned 
himself about from them, and wept; and he returned to 
them, and spake to them, and took Simeon from among 
them, and bound him before their eyes. Then Joseph 
commanded to fill their vessels with grain, and to restore 
every man’s money into his sack, and to give them pro- 
vision for the way: and thus was it done unto them. 

And they laded their asses with their grain, and de- 
parted thence. And as one of them opened his sack to 
give his ass provender in the lodging-place, he espied 
his money; and, behold, it was in the mouth of his sack. 

And he said unto his brethren, “My money is restored ; 
and, lo, it is even in my sack ” and their heart failed 
them, and they turned trembling one to another, saying, 
“What is this that God hath done unto us?” 

And they came unto Jacob their father unto the land 
of Canaan, and told him all that had befallen them, say-, 
ing, “The man, the lord of the land, spake roughly with 
us, and took us for spies of the country. 

“And we said unto him, ‘We are true men; we are no 
spies: we are twelve brethren, sons of our father; one 
is not, and the youngest is this day with our father in 
the land of Canaan.’ 

“And the man, the lord of the land, said unto us, “Here- 
by shall I know that ye are true men: leave one of your 
brethren with me, and take grain for the famine of your 
houses, and go your way; and bring your youngest brother 
anto me: then shall I know that ye are no spies, but that 
ye are true men: so will I deliver you your brother, and 
ye shall traffic in the land.” 
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And it came to pass as they emptied their sacks, that, 
behold, every man’s bundle of money was in his sack: 
and when they and their father saw their bundles of 
money, they were afraid. 

And Jacob their father said unto them, “Me have you 
bereaved of my children: Joseph is not, and Simeon is 
not, and ye will take Benjamin away: all these things are 
against me.” 

And Reuben spake unto his father, saying, “Slay my 
two sons, if I bring him not to thee: deliver him into my 
hand, and I will bring him to thee again.” 

And he said, “My son shall not go down with you; for 
his brother is dead, and he only is left: if harm befall him 
by the way in which ye go, then will ye bring down my 
gray hairs with sorrow to Sheol.” 

And the famine was sore in the land. And it came to 
pass, when they had eaten up the grain which they had 
brought out of Egypt, their father said unt. them, “Go 
again, buy us a little food.” 

And Judah spake unto him, saying, “The man did 
solemnly protest unto us, saying, ‘Ye shall not see my 
face, except your brother be with you.’ If thou wilt send 
our brother with us, we will go down and buy thee food: 
but if thou wilt not send him, we will not go down; for 
the man said unto us, ‘Ye shall not:see my face, except 
your brother be with you.’” 

And Israel said, “Wherefore dealt ye so ill with me, 
as to tell the man whether ye had yet a brother ?” 

‘And they said, “The man asked straitly concerning 
ourselves, and concerning our kindred, saying, ‘Is your 
father yet alive? have ye another brother?’ and we told 
him according to the tenor of these wor . could we in 
any wise know that he would say, ‘Bring your brother 
down?” 

And Judah said unto Israel his father, “Send the lad 
with me, and we will arise and go; that we may live, and 
not die, both we, and thou, and also our little ones. I 
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will be surety for him; of my hand shalt thou require him: 
if I bring him not unto thee, and set him before thee, 
then let me bear the blame for ever: for except we had 
lingered, surely we had now returned a second time.” 

And their father Israel said unto them, “If it be so 
now, do this: take of the choice fruits of the land in your 
vessels, and carry down the man a present, a little balm, 
and a little honey, spicery and myrrh, nuts, and almonds; 
and take double money in your hand; and the money that 
was returned in the mouth of your sacks carry again in 
your hand; peradventure it was an oversight: take also 
your brother, and arise, go again unto the man: and God 
Almighty give you mercy before the man, that he may 
release unto you your other brother and Benjamin. And 
if I be bereaved of my children, I am bereaved.” 

And the men took that present, and they took double 
money in their hand, and Benjamin; and rose up, and 
went down to Egypt, and stood before Joseph. 

And when Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to 
the steward of his house, “Bring the men into the house, 
and slay, and make ready; for the men shall dine with 
me at noon.” And the man did as Joseph bade; and the 
man brought the men to Joseph’s house. 

And the men were afraid, because they were brought 
to Joseph’s house; and they said, “Because of the money 
that was returned in our sacks at the first time are we 
brought in; that he may seek occasion against us, and 
fall upon us, and take us for bondmen, anc our asses.” 

And when Joseph came home, they brought him the 
present which was in their hand into the house, and 
bowed down themselves to him to the earth. 

And he asked them of their welfare, and said, “Is your 
father well, the old man of whom ye spake? Is he yet 
alive?” 

And they said, “Thy servant our father is well, he is 
yet alive.” And they bowed the head, and made obeisance. 

And he lifted up his eyes, and saw Benjamin his 
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brother, his mother’s son, and said, “Is this your youngest 
brother, of whom ye spake unto me?” 
‘And he said, “God be gracious unto thee, my son.” 

And Joseph made haste; for his heart yearned over 
his brother; and he sought where to weep; and he entered 
into his chamber, and wept there. And he washed his 
face, and came out; and he refrained himself, and said, 
“Set on bread.” 

And they set on for him by himself, and for them by 
themselves, and for the Egyptians, that did eat with him, 
by themselves: because the Egyptians might not eat bread 
with the Hebrews; for that is an abomination unto the 
Egyptians. And they sat before him, the first-born 
according to his birth-right, and the youngest according 
to his youth: and the men marvelled one with another. 
And he took and sent messes unto them from before him: 
but Benjamin’s mess was five times so much 1s any of 
theirs. And they drank, and were merry with him. 

And he commanded the steward of his house, saying, 
“Fill the men’s sacks with food, as much as they can 
carry, and put every man’s money in his sack’s mouth. 
And put my cup, the silver cup, in the sack’s mouth of 
the youngest, and his grain money.” And he did accord- 
ing to the word that Joseph had spoken. As soon as the 
morning was light, the men were sent away, they and 
their asses. 

And when they were gone out of the city, and were 
not yet far off, Joseph said unto his steward, “Up, fol- 
low after the men; and when thou dost overtake them, 
say unto them, ‘Wherefore have ye rewarded evil for 
good? Is not this that in which my lord drinketh, and 
whereby he indeed divineth? ye have done evil in so do- 
ing.’” And he overtook them, and he spake unto them 
these words. 

And they said unto him, “Wherefore speaketh my lord 
such words as these? Far be it from thy servants that they | 
should do such a thing. Behold, the money, which we 
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found in our sack’s mouths, we brought again unto thee 
out of the land of Canaan: how then should we steal out 
of thy lord’s house silver or gold? With whomsoever 
of thy servants it be found, let him die, and we also will 
be my lord’s bondmen.” 

And he said, “Now also let it be according unto your 
words: he with whom it is found shall be my bondman: 
and ye shall be blameless.” 

Then they hasted, and took down every man his sack 
to the ground, and opened every man his sack. And he 
searched, and began at the eldest, and left off at the 
youngest; and the cup was found in Benjamin's sack. 
Then they rent their clothes, and laded every man his 
ass, and returned to the city. 

And Judah and his brethren came to Joseph’s house; 
and he was yet there: and they fell before him on the 
ground. And Joseph said unto them, “What deed is this 
that ye have done? know ye not that such a man as I 
can indeed divine?” 

And Judah said, “What shall we say unto my lord? 
what shall we speak? or how shall we clear ourselves? 
God hath found out the iniquity of thy servants: behold, 
we are my lord’s bondmen, both we, and he also in whose 
hand the cup is found.” 

And he said, “Far be it from me that I should do so: 
the man in whose hand the cup is found, he shall be my 
bondman; but as for you, get you up in peace unto your 
father.” 

Then Judah came near unto him, and said, “Oh, my 
lord, let thy servant, I pray thee, speak a word in my 
lord’s ears, and let not thine anger burn against thy ser- 
vant; for thou art even as Pharaoh. My lord asked his 
servants, saying, ‘Have ye a father, or a brother? And 
we said unto my lord, ‘We have a father, an old man, 
and a child of his old age, a little one; and his brother 
is dead, and he alone is left of his mother; and his father 
loveth him.’ And thou saidst unto thy servants, ‘Bring 
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him down unto me, that I may set mine eyes upon him,’ 
And we said unto my lord, ‘The lad cannot leave his 
father: for if he should leave his father, his father would 
die.’ And thou saidst unto thy servants, ‘Except your 
youngest brother come down with you, ye shall see my 
face no more.’ And it came to pass when we came up 
unto thy servant my father, we told him the words of my 
lord. And our father said, ‘Go again, buy us a little 
food.’ And we said, ‘We cannot go down: if our young- 
est brother be with us, then will we go down; for we 
may not see the man’s face, except our youngest brother 
be with us.’ And thy servant my father said unto us, ‘Ye 
know that my wife bare me two sons: and the one went 
out from me, and I said, ‘Surely he is torn in pieces; and 
I have not seen him since: and if ye take this one also 
from me, and harm befall him, ye will bring down my 
gray hairs with sorrow to Sheol.’ Now therefore when 
I come to thy servant my father, and the lad is not with 
us; seeing that ais life is bound up in the lad’s life; it 
will come to pass, when he seeth that the lad is not with 
us that he will die: and thy servants will bring down 
the gray hairs of thy servant our father with sorrow to 
Sheol. For thy servant became surety for the lad unto 
my father, saying, ‘If I bring him not unto thee, then 
shall I bear the blame to my father for ever.’ Now there- 
fore, let thy servant, I pray thee, abide instead of the 
lad a bondman to my lord; and let the lad go up with his 
brethren. For how shall I go up to my father, if the 
lad be not with me? lest I see the evil that shall come on 
my father.” 

Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all them 
that stood by him; and he cried, “Cause every man to go 
out from me.” And there stood no man with him, while 
Joseph made himself known unto his brethren. And he 
wept aloud: and the Egyptians heard, and the house of 
Pharaoh heard. 

And Joseph said unto his brethren, “I am Joseph; doth 
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my father yet live?” ‘And his brethren could not answer 
him; for they were troubled at his presence. 

And Joseph said unto his brethren, “Come near to me, 
I pray you.” And they came near. 

And he said, “I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold 
into Egypt. And now be not grieved, nor angry with 
yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for God did send me 
before you to preserve life. For these two years hath the 
famine been in the land: and there are yet five years, in 
which there shall be neither plowing nor harvest. And 
God sent me before you to preserve you a remnant in the 
earth, and to save you alive by a great deliverance. So 
now it was not you that sent me hither, but God: and he 
hath made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his 
house, and ruler over all the land of Egypt. 

“Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto him, 
‘Thus saith thy son Joseph, God hath made me lord of all 
Egypt: come down unto me, tarry not; and thou shalt 
dwell in the land of Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto 
me, thou, and thy children, and thy children’s children, 
and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all that thou hast: and 
there will I nourish thee; for there are yet five years of 
famine; lest thou come to poverty, thou, and thy house- 
hold, and all that thou hast.’ 

“And, behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother 
Benjamin, that it is my mouth that speaketh unto you. 
‘And ye shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and 
of all that ye have seen: and ye shall haste and bring 
down my father hither.” 

And he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck, and 
wept; and Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he kissed 
all his brethren, and wept upon them: and after that his 
brethren talked with him. 


‘And the report thereof was heard in Pharaoh’s house, 
saying, “Joseph’s brethren are come:” and it pleased 
Pharaoh well, and his servants. 
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And Pharoah said unto Joseph, “Say unto thy brethren, 
This do ye: lade your beasts, and go, get you unto the 
land of Canaan; and take your father and your house- 
holds, and come unto me: and I will give you the good of 
the land of Egypt, and ye shall eat the fat of the land. 
Now thou art commanded, this do ye: take you wagons 
out of the land of Egypt for your little ones, and for your 
wives, and bring your father, and come. Also regard 
not your stuff; for the good of all the land of Egypt is 
VOUTSi. 

And the sons of Israel did so: and Joseph gave them 
wagons, according to the commandment of Pharaoh, and 
gave them provision for the way. To all of them he 
gave each man changes of raiment; but to Benjamin he 
gave three hundred pieces of silver, and five changes of 
raiment. And to his father he sent after this manner: 
ten asses laden with the good things of Egypt, and ten 
she-asses laden with grain and bread and provision for 
his father by the way. 

So he sent his brethren away, and they departed: and he 
said unto them, “See that ye fall not out by the way.” 
And they went up out of Egypt, and came into the land 
of Canaan unto Jacob their father. 

And they told him, saying, “Joseph is yet alive, and he 
is ruler over all the land of Egypt.” And his heart 
fainted, for he believed them not. 

And they told him all the words of Joseph, which he 
had said unto them: and when he saw the wagons which 
Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their 
father revived: and Israel said, “It is enough; Joseph my 
son is yet alive: I will go and see him before I die.” 

And Israel took his journey with all that he had, and 
came to Beer-sheba, and offered sacrifices unto the God 
of his father Isaac. 

And God spake unto Israel in the visions of the night, 
and said, “Jacob, Jacob.” 

And he said, “Here am I.” 
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And he said, “I am God, the God of thy father: fear 
not to go down into Egypt; for I will there make of thee 
a great nation: I will go down with thee into Egypt; and 
I will also surely bring thee up again: and Joseph shall 
put his hand upon thine eyes.” 

And he sent Judah before him unto Joseph, to show 
the way before him unto Goshen; and they came into the 
land of Goshen. And Joseph made ready his chariot, and 
went up to meet Israel his father, to Goshen; and he 
presented himself unto him, and fell on his neck, and 
wept on ‘is neck a good while. 

And Israel said unto Joseph, “Now let me die, since I 
have seen thy face, that thou art yet alive.” 

Then Joseph went in and told Pharaoh, and said, “M'y 
father and my brethren, and their flocks, and their herds, 
and all that they have, are come out of the land of 
Canaan; and, behold, they are in the land of Goshen.” 

And from among his brethren he took five men, and 
presented them unto Pharaoh. 

And Pharaoh said unto his brethren, “What is your 
occupation ?” 

And they said unto Pharaoh, “Thy servants are shep- 
herds, both we, and our fathers.” And they said unto 
Pharaoh, “To sojourn in the land are we come; for there 
is no pasture for thy servant’s flocks; for the famine is 
sore in the land of Canaan: now therefore, we pray thee, 
let thy servants dwell in the land of Goshen.” 

And Pharaoh spake unto Joseph, saying, “Thy father 
and thy brethren are come unto me: the land of Egypt 
is before thee; in the best of the land make thy father 
and thy brethren to dwell; in the land of Goshen let them 
dwell: and if thou knowest any able men among them, 
then make them rulers over my cattle.’ And Joseph 
brought in Jacob his father, and set him before Pharaoh: 
and Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 

And Pharaoh said unto Jacob, “How many are the days 
of the years of thy life?” 
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And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, “The days of the years 
of my pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty years: few and 
evil have been the days of the years of my life, and they 
have not attained unto the days of the years of the life 
of my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage.” 

And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out from the 
presence of Pharaoh. And Joseph placed his father and 
his brethren, and gave them a possession in the land of 
Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as 
Pharaoh had commanded. And Joseph nourished his 
father, and his brethren, and all his father’s household, 
with bread, according to their families. 


And there was no bread in all the land; for the famine 
was very sore, so that the land of Egypt and the land of 
Canaan fainted by reason of the famine. And Joseph 
gathered up all the money that was found in the land of 
Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, for the grain which 
they bought: and Joseph brought the money into 
Pharaoh’s house. 

And when the money was all spent in the land of 
Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came 
unto Joseph, and said, ‘Give us bread: for why should 
we die in thy presence? for our money faileth.” 

And Joseph said, “Give your cattle; and I will give you 
for your cattle, if money fail.” And they brought their 
cattle unto Joseph; and Joseph gave them bread in ex- 
change for the horses, and for the flocks, and for the 
herds, and for the asses: and he fed them with bread 
in exchange for all their cattle for that year. 

And when that year was ended, they came unto him 
the second year, and said unto him, “We will not hide 
from my lord, how that our money is all spent; and the 
herds of cattle are my lord’s; there is nought left in the 
sight of my lord, but our bodies, and our lands: where- 
fore should we die before thine eyes, both we and our 
land? buy us and our land for bread, and we and our 
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land will be servants unto Pharoah; and give us seed, that 
we may live, and not die, and that the land be not deso- 
late.” 

So Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh; 
for the Egyptians sold every man his field, because the 
famine was sore upon them: and the land became Pha- 
raoh’s. And as for the people, he removed them to the 
cities from one end of the border of Egypt even to the 
other end thereof. Only the land of the priests bought he 
not: for the priests had a portion from Pharaoh, and did 
eat their portion which Pharaoh gave them; wherefore 
they sold not their land. 

Then Joseph said unto the people, “Behold, I have 
bought you this day and your land for Pharaoh: lo, here 
is seed for you, and ye shall sow the land. And it shall 
come to pass at the ingatherings, that ye shall give a fifth 
unto Pharaoh, and four parts shall be your own, for seed 
of the field, and for your food, and for them of your 
households, and for food for your little ones.” 

And they said, “Thou hast saved our lives: let us find 
favor in the sight of my lord, and we will be Pharaoh’s 
servants.” And Joseph made it a statute concerning the 
land of Egypt unto this day, that Pharaoh should have the 
fifth; only the land of the priests alone became not Pha- 
raoh’s. 

And Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt, in the land of 
Goshen; and they gat them possessions therein, and were 
fruitful, and multiplied exceedingly. 


And the time drew near that Israel must die: and he 
called his son Joseph, and said unto him, “If now I have 
found favor in thy sight, put, I pray thee, thy hand under 
my thigh, and deal kindly and truly with me: bury me not, 
I pray thee, in Egypt; but when I sleep with my fathers, 
thou shalt carry me out of Egypt, and bury me in their 
burying-place.” 

And he said, “I will do as thou hast said.” 
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And Jacob gathered up his feet into the bed, and yielded 
up the ghost, and was gathered unto his people. 

Joseph fell upon his father’s face, and wept upon him, 
and kissed him. And Joseph commanded his servants 
the physicians to embalm his father: and the physicians 
embalmed Israel. And forty days were fulfilled for him; 
_ for so are fulfilled the days of embalming: and the Egyp- 
tians wept for him three-score and ten days. 

And when the days of weeping for him were past, 
Joseph spake unto the house of Pharaoh, saying, “If now 
I have found favor in your eyes, speak, I pray you, in 
the ears of Pharaoh, saying, ‘My father made me swear, 
saying, “Lo, I die: in my grave which I have digged for 
me in the land of Canaan, there shalt thou bury me.” 
Now therefore let me go up, I pray thee, and bury my 
father, and I will come again.’ ” 

And Pharaoh said, “Go up, and bury thy father, accord- 
ing as he made thee swear.” And Joseph went up to bury 
his father; and with him went up all the servants of 
Pharaoh, the elders of his house, and all the elders of 
the land of Egypt, and all the house of Joseph, and his 
brethren, and his father’s house: only their little ones, 
and their flocks, and their herds, they left in the land of 
Goshen. And there went up with him both chariots and 
horsemen: and it was a very great company. And they 
came to the threshing floor of Atad, which is beyond the 
Jordan, and there they lamented with a very great and 
sore lamentation: and he made a mourning for his father 
seven days. 


And when Joseph’s brethren saw that their father was 
dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will hate us, and 
will fully requite us all the evil which we did unto him.” 

And they sent a message unto Joseph, saying, “Thy 
father did command before he died, saying, “So shall ye 
say unto Joseph, “Forgive, I pray thee now, the trans- 
gression of thy brethren, and their sin, for that they did 
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unto thee evil.’ And now, we pray thee, forgive the 
transgression of the servants of the God of thy father.’ ” 
And Jaseph wept when they spake unto him. 

And his brethren also went and fell down before his 
face; and they said, “Behold, we are thy servants.” 

And Joseph said unto them, “Fear not: for am I in the 
place of God? And as for you, ye meant evil against me; 
but God meant it for good, to bring to pass, as it is this 
day, to save much people alive. Now therefore fear ye 
not: I will nourish you, and your little ones.” And he 
comforted them, and spake kindly unto them. 


And Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he, and his father’s house: 
and Joseph lived a hundred and ten years. And Joseph 
saw Ephraim’s children of the third generation: the 
children also of Machir the son of Manasseh were born 
upon Joseph’s knees. 

And Joseph said unto his brethren, “I die; but God 
will surely visit you, and bring you up out of this land 
unto the land which he sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and 
to Jacob.” 

And Joseph took an oath of the children of Israel, say- 
ing, “God will surely visit you, and ye shall carry up my 
bones from hence.” So Joseph died, being a hundred and 
ten years old: and they embalmed him, and he was put 
in a coffin in Egypt, ; 
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Now there arose a new king over Egypt, who knew not 
Joseph. 

And he said unto his people, “Behold, the people of the 
children of Israel are more and mightier than we: come, 
let us deal wisely with them, lest they multiply, and it 
come to pass, that, when there falleth out any war, they 
also join themselves unto our enemies, and fight against 
us, and get them up out of the land.” 

Therefore they did set over them taskmasters to afflict 
them with their burdens. And they built for Pharaoh 
store-cities, Pithom and Raamses. But the more they 
afflicted them, the more they multiplied and the more they 
spread abroad. And they were grieved because of the 
children of Israel. 

And the Egyptians made the children of Israel to serve 
with rigor: and they made their lives bitter with hard 
service, in mortar and in brick, and in all manner of ser- 
vice in the field, all their service, wherein they made them 
serve with rigor. 

And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, 

“Every son that is born ye shall cast into the river, and 
every daughter ye shall save alive.” 


And there went a man of the house of Levi, and took 
to wife a daughter of Levi. And the woman bare a son: 
and when she saw him that he was a goodly child, she 
hid him three months. And when she could not longer 
hide him, she took for him an ark of bulrushes, and 
daubed it with slime and with pitch; and she put the child 
therein, and laid it in the flags by the river’s brink. And 
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his sister stood afar off, to know what would be done to 
him. 

And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at 
the river; and her maidens walked along by the river side; 
and she saw the ark among the flags, and sent her hand- 
maid to fetch it. And she opened it, and saw the child: 
and, behold, the babe wept. 

And she had compassion on him, and said, “This is one 
of the Hebrews’ children.” 

Then said his sister to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go 
and call thee a nurse of the Hebrew women, that she 
may nurse the child for thee?” 

And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Go.” And the 
maiden went and called the child’s mother. 

And Pharaoh’s daughter said unto her, “Take this child 
away, and nurse it for me, and I will give thee thy 
wages.” And the woman took the child, and nursed it. 

And the child grew, and she brought him unto 
Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. And she 
called his name Moses, and said, “Because I drew him 
out of the water.” 


And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was 
grown up, that he went out unto his brethren, and looked 
on their burdens: and he saw an Egyptian smiting a 
Hebrew, one of his brethren. And he looked this way 
and that way, and when he saw that there was no man, 
he smote the Egyptian, and hid him in tke sand. 

And he went out the second day, and, behold, two men 
of the Hebrews were striving together: and he said to him 
that did the wrong, “Wherefore smitest thou thy fellow ?” 

And he said, “Who made thee a prince and a judge 
over us? thinkest thou to kill me, as thou killedst the 
Egyptian ?” 

And Moses feared, and said, “Surely the thing is 
known.” ; 

Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to slay 
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Moses. But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh, and 
dwelt in the land of Midian. 


And Jehovah said to Moses, “I have surely seen the 
affliction of my people that are in Egypt, and have heard 
their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their 
sorrows; and I am come down to deliver them out of the 
hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that 
land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing 
with milk and honey. Come now therefore, and I will 
send thee unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my 
people the children of Israel out of Egypt.” 

And Moses said unto Jehovah, “Oh, Lord, I am not 
eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken 
unto thy servant; for I am slow of speech, and of a slow 
tongue.” 

And Jehovah said unto him, “Who hath made man’s 
mouth? or who maketh a man dumb, or deaf, or seeing, 
or blind? is it not I, Jehovah? Now therefore go, and I 
will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what thou shalt 
speak. And thou shalt take in thy hand this rod, where- 
with thou shalt do the signs.” 

And Moses returned to the land of Egypt: and took the 
rod of God in his hand. 

And Jehovah said to Aaron, “Go into the wilderness 
to meet Moses.” And he went, and met him in the moun- 
tain of God, and kissed him. 

And Moses and Aaron went and gathered together all 
the elders of the children of Israel: and Aaron spake all 
the words which Jehovah had spoken unto Moses, and did 
the signs in the sight of the people. 

And the people believed: and when they heard that 
Jehovah had visited the children of Israel, and that he had 
seen their affliction, then they bowed their heads and 


worshipped. 


And afterward Moses and Aaron came, and said unto 
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Pharaoh, “Thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel, Let my 
people go, that they may hold a feast unto me in the 
wilderness.” 

And Pharaoh said, “I know not Jehovah, and more- 
over I will not let Israel go. Wherefore do ye, Moses and 
Aaron, loose the people from their works? get you unto 
your burdens. Behold, the people of the land are now 
many, and ye make them rest from their burdens.” 

And the same day Pharaoh commanded the taskmasters, 
saying, ‘““Ye shall no more give the people straw to make 
brick: let them go and gather straw for themselves: for 
they are idle: therefore they cry saying, ‘Let us go and 
sacrifice to our God.’ Let heavier work be laid upon the 
men.” 

So the people were scattered abroad throughout all the 
land of Egypt to gather stubble for straw. 

And they met Moses and Aaron, who stood in the way, 
as they came forth from Pharaoh: and they said unto 
them, “Jehovah look upon you, and judge; because ye 
have put a sword in their hand to slay us.” 

And Moses returned unto Jehovah, end said, “Lord, 
wherefore hast thou dealt ill with this people, why is it 
that thou hast sent me? For since I came to Pharaoh to 
speak in thy name, he hath dealt ill with this people; 
neither hast thou delivered thy people at all.” 

And Jehovah said unto Moses, “Now shalt thou see 
what I will do to Pharaoh: for by a strong hand shall he 
let them go, and by a strong hand shall he drive them out 
of his land.” 

And Jehovah spake unto Moses, saying, “Go in, speak 
unto Pharaoh king of Egypt, that he let the children of 
Israel go out of his land.” 

And Moses and Aaron went in unto Pharaoh: and 
Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh and it became 
a serpent. Then Pharaoh also called for the wise men and 
the sorcerers: and they also did in like manner with their 
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enchantments. For they cast down every man his rod, 
and they became serpents: but Aaron’s rod swallowed up 
their rods. And Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he 
hearkened not unto them; as Jehovah had spoken. 


And Jehovah said unto Moses, “Yet one plague more* 
will I bring upon Pharaoh, and upon Egypt; afterwards 
he will let you go hence: when he shall let you go, he 
shall surely thrust you out hence altogether.” 

And it came to pass at midnight, that Jehovah smote all 
the first-born in the land of Egypt, from the first-born 
of Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto the first-born of 
the captive that was in the dungeon; and all the first-born 
of cattle. And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all 
his servants, and all the Egyptians; and there was a great 
cry in Egypt; for there was not a house where there was 
not one dead. 

And he called for Moses and Aaron by night, and said, 
“Rise up, get you forth from among my people. Take 
both your flocks and your herds, as ye have said, and be 
gone; and bless me also.” 

And the Egyptians were urgent; for they said, “We 
are all dead men.” 

And the people took their dough before it was leavened, 
their kneading-troughs being bound up in their clothes 
upon their shoulders. And they asked of the Egyptians 
jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: and 
Jehovah gave the people favor in the sight of the Egyp- 
tians, so that they let them have what they asked. And 
they despoiled the Egyptians. 

And Jehovah went before them by day in a pillar of 
cloud to lead them the way, and by night in a pillar of 
fire, to give them light. 

And Jehovah hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of 
Egypt, and he pursued after them, all the horses and 


~* (The story of the Ten Plagues may be found in Exodus, Chap- 
ters 7-10.) 
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chariots of Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and his army, and 
overtook them encamping by the sea. 

And the children of Israel said unto Moses, “Because 
there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away 
to die in the wilderness?” 

And Mo.zes said unto the people, “Fear ye not, stand 
still, and see the salvation of Jehovah, which he will work 
for you today: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen 
today, ye shall see them again no more for ever. Jehovah 
will fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace.” 


And Jehovah said unto Moses, “Speak unto the children 
of Israel, that they go forward. And lift thou up thy 
rod, and stretch out thy hand over the sea, and divide it: 
and the children of Israel shall go into the midst of the 
sea on dry ground.” 

And the angel of God, who went before the camp of 
Israel, removed and went behind them; and the pillar 
of cloud removed from before them, and stood behind 
them: and it came between the camp of Egypt and the 
camp of Israel; and there was the cloud and darkness, 
yet gave it light by night: and the one came not near the 
other all the night. 

And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and 
Jehovah ma“ the sea dry land, and the waters were 
divided. And the children of Israel went into the midst 
of the sea upon the dry ground. And the Egyptians pur- 
sued, and went in after them into the midst of the sea, all 
Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. 

And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea, and 
the sea returned to its strength when the morning ap- 
peared; and the Egyptians fled against it; and Jehovah 
overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. And 
the waters returned, and covered the chariots, and the 
horsemen, even all the host of Pharaoh that went in after 
them into the sea; there remained not so much as one of 
them. But the children of Israel walked upon dry land 
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in the midst of the sea; and Israel saw the Egyptians 
dead upon the seashore. And Israel saw the great work 
Jehovah did upon the Egyptians, and the people feared 
Jehovah: and they believed in Jehovah, and in his servant 


Moses. 


Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song 

unto Jehovah, and spake, saying, 

“T will sing unto Jehovah, for he hath triumphed 
gloriously: 

The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. 

Jehovah is my strength and song, 

And he is become my salvation: 

This is my God, and I will praise him; 

My father’s God, and I will exalt him. 

Pharaoh’s chariots and his host hath he cast into the 
sea ; 

And his chosen captains are sunk in the Red Sea. 

The deeps cover them: 

They went down into the depths like a stone. 

Thy right hand, O Jehovah, is glorious in power. 

Thy right hand, O Jehovah, dasheth in pieces the 
enemy. 

Thou stretchedst out thy right hand, 

The earth swallowed them. 

Thou in thy loving kindness hast led the people that 
thou hast redeemed: 

Thou hast guided them in thy strength to thy holy 
habitation. : 

The peoples have heard, they tremble. 

Jehovah shall reign for ever and ever.” 

And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took 

a timbrel in her hand; and all the women went out after 

her with timbrels and with dances. And Miriam an- 

swered them, 

“Sing ye to Jehovah, for he hath triumphed gloriously ; 

The horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea.” 
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And Moses led Israel onward from the Red Sea, and 
they went out into the wilderness of Shur; and they went 
three days in the wilderness, and found no water. And 
when they came to Marah, they could not drink of the 
waters of Marah, for they were bitter: therefore the name 
of it was called Marah. 

And they came to Elim, where were twelve springs of 
water, and threescore and ten palm trees: and they en- 
camped there by the waters. 

And they took their journey from Elim, and the whole 
congregation of the children of Israel murmured and said 
“Would that we had died by the hand of Jehovah in the 
land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh-pots, when we 
did eat bread to the full; for ye have brought us forth 
into this wilderness, to kill this whole assembly with 
hunger.” 

And Moses said unto Aaron, “Say unto all the congre- 
gation of the children of Israel, ‘Come near before 
Jehovah; for he hath heard your murmurings.’ ” 

And it came to pass, as Aaron spake, that they looked 
toward the wilderness, and, behold, the glory of Jehovah 
appeared in the cloud. 

And Jehovah spake unto Moses, saying, “I have heard 
the murmurings of the children of Israel: speak unto 
them, saying, ‘At even ye shall eat flesh, and in the morn- 
ing ye shall be filled with bread; and ye shall know that 
I am Jehovah your God.’” 

And it came to pass at even, that the quails came up, 
and covered the camp: and in the morning the dew lay 
round about the camp. And when the dew that lay was 

_gone up, behold, upon the face of the wilderness a small 
round thing, small as the hoar-frost on the ground. 

And when the children of Israel saw it, they said one to 
another, “What is it?” for they know not what it was. 

And Moses said unto them, “It is the bread which 
Jehovah hath given you to eat. This is the thing which 
Jehovah hath commanded. Gather ye of it every man 
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according to his eating; an omer a head, according to the 
number of your persons, shall ye take it, every man for 
them that are in his tent.” 

And the children of Israel did so, and gathered some 
more, some less. And when they measured it, he that 
gathered much had nothing over, and he that gathered 
little had no lack; they gathered every man according to 
his eating. 

And Moses said unto them, “Let no man leave of it till 
the morning.” 

Notwithstanding they hearkened not unto Moses; but 
some of them left of it until the morning, and it bred 
worms, and became foul: and Mises was wroth with 
them. 

‘And they gathered it morning by morning, every man 
according to his eating: and when the sun waxed hot, it 
melted. And it came to pass, that on the sixth day they 
gathered twice as much bread, two omers for each one: 
and all the rulers of the congregation came and told 
Moses. 

And he said unto them, “This is that which Jehovah 
hath spoken, ‘Tomorrow is a solemn rest, a holy sabbath 
unto Jehovah: bake that which ye will bake, and boil that 
which ye will boil; and all that remaineth over lay up for 
you to be kept until the morning.’ ” 

And they laid it up until the morning, as Moses bade: 
and it did not become foul, neither was there any worm 
therein. 

And Moses said, “Eat that today; for today is a sabbath 
unto Jehovah; today ye shall not find it in the field’ So 
the people rested on the seventh day. 

And the house of Israel called the name thereof Manna: 
and it was like coriander seed, white; and the taste of it 


was like wafers made with honey. 


In the third month after the children of Israel were 
gone forth out of the land of Egypt, the same day came 
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they into the wilderness of Sinai. And it came to pass 
on the third day, when it was morning, that there were 
thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, 
and the voice of a trumpet exceeding loud: and all the 
people that were in the camp trembled. And Moses 
Lrought forth the people out of the camp to meet God. 

And mount Sinai, the whole of it, smoked, because 
Jehovah descended upon it in fire; and the smoke thereof 
ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount 
quaked greatly. And when the voice of the trumpet 
waxed louder and louder, Moses spake, and God answered 
him by a voice. 

And Jehovah called Moses to the top of the mount; and 
Moses went up. 

And Jehovah said unto Moses, “Go down, charge the 
people, lest they break through unto Jehovah to gaze, and 
many of them perish. Thou shalt come up, thou, and 
Aaron with thee: but let not the priests and the people 
break through to come up unto Jehovah, lest he break 
forth upon them.” So Moses went down unto the people, 
and told them. 

And God spake all these words, saying, 

“IT AM JEHOVAH THY GOD, WHO BROUGHT 
THEE OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT, OUT OF 
THE HOUSE OF BONDAGE. THOU SHALT HAVE 
NO OTHER GODS BEFORE ME. 

“THOU SHALT NOT MAKE UNTO THEE A 
GRAVEN IMAGE, NOR ANY LIKENESS OF ANY 
THING THAT IS IN HEAVEN ABOVE, OR THAT 
IS IN THE EARTH BENEATH, OR THAT IS IN 
THE WATER UNDER THE EARTH: THOU 
SHALT NOT BOW DOWN THYSELF UNTO 
THEM, NOR SERVE THEM; FOR I JEHOVAH 
THY GOD AM A JEALOUS GOD, VISITING THE 
INIQUITY OF THE FATHERS UPON THE CHIL- 
DREN, UPON THE THIRD AND UPON. THE 
FOURTH GENERATION OF THEM THAT HATE 
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ME, AND SHOWING LOVING KINDNESS UNTO 
THOUSANDS OF THEM THAT LOVE ME AND 
KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS. 

“THOU SHALT NOT TAKE THE NAME OF 
JEHOVAH THY GOD IN VAIN; FOR JEHOVAH 
WILL NOT HOLD HIM GUILTLESS THAT 
TAKETH HIS NAME IN VAIN. 

“REMEMBER THE SABBATH DAY, TO KEEP 
IT HOLY. SIX DAYS SHALT THOU LABOR, AND 
DO ALL THY WORK; BUT THE SEVENTH DAY 
IS A SABBATH UNTO JEHOVAH THY GOD: IN 
IT THOU SHALT NOT DO ANY WORK, THOU, 
NOR THY SON, NOR THY DAUGHTER, THY 
MAN-SERVANT, NOR THY MAID-SERVANT, NOR 
THY CATTLE, NOR THY STRANGER THAT IS 
WITHIN THY’ GATES: FOR IN SIX DAYS 
JEHOVAH MADE HEAVEN AND EARTH, THE 
SEA, AND ALL THAT IN THEM, IS, AND RESTED 
THE SEVENTH DAY: WHEREFORE JEHOVAH 
BLESSED THE SABBATH DAY, AND HAL- 
LOWED IT. 

“HONOR THY FATHER AND THY MOTHER, 
THAT THY DAYS MAY BE LONG IN THE LAND 
WHICH JEHOVAH THY GOD GIVETH THEE. 

“THOU SHALT NOT KILL. 

“THOU SHALT NOT COMMIT ADULTERY. 

“THOU SHALT NOT STEAL. 

“THOU SHALT NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS 
AGAINST THY NEIGHBOR. 

“THOU SHALT NOT COVET THY NEIGHBOR’S 
HOUSE, THOU SHALT NOT COVET THY NEIGH- 
BOR’S WIFE, NOR HIS MAN-SERVANT, NOR HIS 
MAID-SERVANT, NOR HIS OX, NOR HIS ASS, 
NOR ANYTHING THAT IS THY NEIGHBOR’S.” 


And all the people perceived the thunderings, and the 
lightnings, and the voice of the trumpet, and the mountain 
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smoking : and when the people saw it, they trembled, and 
stood afar off. And they said unto Moses, “Speak thou 
with us, and we will hear; but let not God speak with us, 
lest we die.” 

And Moses said unto the people, “ Fear not: for God 
is come to prove you, and that his fear may be before 
you, that ye sin not.” And the people stood afar off, and 
Moses drew near unto the thick darkness where God was. 


And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come 
down from the mount, the people gathered themselves 
together unto Aaron, and said unto him, “Up, make us 
gods, which shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the 
man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we 
know not what is become of him.” 

And all the people brake off the golden rings which 
were in their ears, and brought them unto Aaron. And 
he received it at their hand, and fashioned it with a 
graving tool, and made it a molten calf: and they said, 
“These are thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up 
out of the land of Egypt.” 

And when Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; 
and Aaron made proclamation, and said, “Tomorrow shall 
be a feast to Jehovah.” 

And they rose up early on the morrow, and offered 
burnt-offerings, and brought peace-offerings ; and the 
people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play. 

And Jehovah spake unto Moses, “Go, get thee down, 
for thy people, that thou broughtest up out of the land of 
Egypt, have corrupted themselves: they have made them 
a molten calf, and have worshipped it, and have sacrificed 
unto it, and said, ‘These are thy gods, O Israel, which 
brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.” 

And Jehovah said unto Moses, “I have seen this people, 
and, behold, it is a stiffnecked people: now therefore let 
me alone, that my wrath may wax hot against them, and 
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‘that I may consume them: and I will make of thee a great 
nation.” 

And Moses besought Jehovah his God, and said, 
“Jehovah, why doth thy wrath wax hot against thy people, 
that thou hast brought forth out of the land of Egypt 
with great power and with a mighty hand? Wherefore 
should the Egyptians speak, saying, ‘For evil did he bring 
them forth, to slay them in the mountains, and to consume 
them from the face of the earth? Remember Abraham, 
Isaac, and Israel, to whom thou swarest by thine own self, 
and saidst unto them, I will multiply your seed as the stars 
of heaven, and all this land that I have spoken of will I 
give unto your seed, and they shall inherit it forever.” 

And Moses turned and went down from the mount, 
with the two tables of the testimony in his hand; tables 
that were written on both their sides. 

And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the 
camp, that he saw the calf and the dancing: and Moses’ 
anger waxed hot, and he cast the tables out of his hands, 
and brake them beneath the mount. And he took the calf 
which they had made, and burnt it with fire, and ground 
it to powder, and strewed it upon the water, and made the 
children of Israel drink of it. 


And Moses said unto ‘Aaron, “What did this people 
unto thee, that thou hast brought a great sin upon them?” 

And Aaron said, “Let not the anger of my lord wax 
hot; thou knowest the people, that they are set on evil. 
For they said unto me, ‘Make us gods, which shall go 
before us; for as for this Moses, the man that brought us 
up out of the land of Egypt, we know not what is become 
of him.” And I said unto them, ‘Whosoever hath any 
gold, let them break it off:’ so they gave it me; and I cast 
it into the fire, and there came out this calf.” 

And when Moses saw that the people were broken 
loose, he stood in the gate of the camp, and said, “Whoso 
is on Jehovah’s side, let him come unto me.” 
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And Moses said, “Consecrate yourselves today to 
Jehovah, yea, every man against his son, and against his 
brother; that he may bestow upon you a blessing this 
day.” 

And it came to pass on the morrow, that Moses said 
unto the people, “Ye have sinned a great sin: and now 
I will go up unto Jehovah; peradventure I shall make 
atonement for your sin.” And Moses returned unto 
Jehovah, and said, “Oh, this people have sinned a great 
sin, and have made them gods of gold. Yet now, if thou 
wilt forgive their sin—; and if not, blot me, I pray thee, 
out of thy book which thou hast written.” 


‘And Jehovah said unto Moses, “Whosoever hath sinned 
against me, him will I blot out of my book. And now go, 
lead the people unto the ; lace of which I have spoken unto 
thee: behold, mine angel shall go before thee: neverthe- 
less in the day when I visit, I will visit their sin upon 
them.” 

‘And Jehovah spake unto Moses, “Depart, go up hence, 
thou and the people that thou hast brought up out of the 
land of Egypt, unto the land of which I sware unto Abra- 
ham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, ‘Unto thy seed will 
I give it: and I will send an angel before thee; and I will 
drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, and the Hittite, and 
the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite; unto a land 
flowing with milk and honey: for I will not go up in the 
midst of thee; for thou art a stiffnecked people; lest I 
consume thee in the way.’ ” 


‘And when the people heard these evil tidings, they 
mourned: and no man did put on him his ornaments. 

And Moses said unto Jehovah, “See, thou sayest unto 
me, ‘Bring up this people:’ and thou hast not let me know 
whom thou wilt send witi me. Yet thou hast said, ‘T 
know thee by name, and thou hast also found favor in 
my sight.’ Now therefore, I pray thee, if I have found 
favor in thy sight, show me now thy ways, that I may 
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know thee, to the end that I may find favor in thy sight: 
and consider that this nation is thy people.” 

And he said, “My presence shall go with thee, and I 
will give thee rest. I will do this thing also that thou 
hast spoken; for thou hast found favor in my sight, and 
I know thee by name.’ 

And he said, “Show me, I pray thee, thy glory.” 

And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before 
thee, and will proclaim the name of Jehovah before thee; 
and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will 
show mercy on whom I will show mercy.” 

And he said, “Thou canst not see my face; for men 
shall not see me and live.” 

And Jehovah said, “Behold, there is a place by me, and 
thou shalt stand upon the rock: and it shall come to pass, 
while my glory passeth by, that I will put thee in a cleft 
of the rock, and will cover thee with my hand until I have 
passed by: and I will take away my hand, and thou shalt 
see my back; but my face shall not be seen.” 


And Jehovah said unto Moses, “Hew thee two tables 
_ of stone like unto the first: and I will write upon the 
tables the words that were on the first tables, which thou 
brakest. And be ready by the morning, and come up in 
the morning unto mount Sinai, and present thyself there 
to me on the top of the mount.” 

And Jehovah passed by before him, and proclaimed, 
“Jehovah, Jehovah, a God merciful and gracious, slow 
to anger, and abundant in loving kindness and truth; keep- 
ing loving kindness for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression and sin; and that will by no means clear the 
guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the chil- 
dren, and upon the children’s children, upon the third and 
upon the fourth generation.” 

And Moses made haste, and bowed his head toward the 
earth, and worshipped. And he said, “If now I have 
found favor in thy sight, O Lord, let the Lord, I pray 
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thee, go in the midst of us; for it is a stiffnecked people; 
and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for thine 
inheritance.” 

And he was there with Jehovah forty days and forty 
nights; he did neither eat bread, nor drink water. And 
he wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant, the 
ten commandments. 

And it came to pass, when Moses came down from 
mount Sinai with the two tables of the testimony in 
Moses’ hand, when he came down from the mount, that 
Moses knew not that the skin of his face shone by reason 
of his speaking with him. And when Aaron and all the 
children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face 
shone; and they were afraid to come nigh him. 

And Moses gave them in commandment all that Jehovah 
had spoken with him in mount Sinai. 

And when Mises had done speaking with them, he put 
a veil on his face: And the children of Israel saw the 
face of Moses, that the skin of Moses’ face shone; and 
Moses put the veil upon his face again, until he went in 
to speak with him. 


And Jehovah spake unto Moses, saying, “Send thou 
men, that they may spy out the land of Canaan, which I 
give unto the children of Israel: of every tribe of their 
fathers shall ye send a man, every one a prince among 
them.” 

And Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, 
and said unto them, “Get you up this way by the South, 
and go up into the hill-country: and see the land, what it 
is; and the people that dwell therein, whether they are 
strong or weak, whether they are few or many; and what 
cities they are that they dwell in, whether in camps, or in 
strongholds; and what the land is, whether it is fat or 
lean, whether there is wood therein, or not. And be ye 
of good courage, and bring of the fruit of the land.” 

So they went up, and spied out the land from the wilder- 
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ness of Zin unto Rehob, to the entrance of Hamath. And 
they came unto the valley of Eshcol, and cut down from 
thence a branch with one cluster of grapes, and they bare 
it upon a staff between two; they brought also of the 
pomegranates, and of the figs. 

And they returned from spying out the land at the end 
of forty days. And they went and came back and showed 
the fruit of the land. 

They said, “We came unto the land whither thou sentest 
us; and surely it floweth with milk and honey; and this 
is the fruit of it. —Howbeit the people that dwell in the 
land are strong, and the cities are fortified, and very 
great.” 

And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, 
“Let us go up at once, and possess it: for we are well able 
to overcome it.” 

But the men that went up with him said, “We are not 
able to go up against the people; for they are stronger 
than we.” 

And they brought up an evil report of the land which 
they had spied out unto the children of Israel, saying, 
“The land, through which we have gone to spy out, is 
a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and all the 
people that we saw in it are men of great stature; and 
we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were 
in their sight.” 

And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; 
and the people wept that night. And they said, “Would 
that we had died in the land of Egypt! or would that we 
had died in this wilderness! And wherefore doth Jehovah 
bring us unto this land, to fall by the sword?” 

And they said one to another, “Let us make a captain, 
and let us return into Egypt.” Then Moses and Aaron 
fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congre- 
gation of the children of Israel. 

And Joshua and Caleb, who were of them that spied 
out the land, rent their clothes: and they spake unto all 
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the congregation of the children of Israel, saying, “The 
land, which we passed through to spy it out, is an ex- 
ceeding good land. If Jehovah delight in us, then he will 
bring us into this land, and give it unto us; a land which 
floweth with milk and honey. Only rebel not against 
Jehovah, neither fear ye the people of the land; for they 
are bread for us: their defense is removed from over 
them, and Jehovah is with us: fear them not.” 

But all the congregation bade stone them with stones. 
And the glory of Jehovah appeared in the tent of meet- 
ing unto all the children of Israel. ; 

And Jehovah said unto Moses, “How long will this 

people despise me? and how long will they not believe in 
me, for all the signs which I have wrought among them? 
I will smite them with the pestilence, and disinherit them, 
and will make of thee a nation greater and mightiér than 
they.” 
. And Moses said unto Jehovah, “Then the Egyptians 
will hear it; for thou broughtest up this people in thy 
might from among them; and they will tell it to the in- 
habitants of this land. Now if thou shalt kill this people 
as one man, then the nations will speak, saying, ‘Because 
Jehovah was not able to bring this people into the land 
which he sware unto them, therefore he hath slain them 
in the wilderness.’ ” 

And Jehovah spake unto Moses and unto Aaron saying, 
“IT have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel. 
Say unto them, ‘As I live, saith Jehovah, ‘your dead 
bodies shall fall in this wilderness: your children shall 
be wanderers in the wilderness forty years. After the 
number of the days in which ye spied out the land, even 
forty days, for every day a year, shall ye bear your iniqui- 
ties, even forty years. I, Jehovah, have spoken, surely 
this will I do unto all this evil congregation, that are 
gathered together against me: in this wilderness they 
shall be consumed, and there they shall die.’ ” 
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And the children of Israel, even the whole congrega- 
tion, came into the wilderness of Zin in the first month: 
and the people abode in Kadesh; and Miriam died there, 
and was buried there. 

And there was no water for the congregation: and they 
assembled themselves together against Moses and against 
Aaron. And the people strove with Moses, and spake, 
saying, “Would that we had died when our brethren died 
before Jehovah! And why have ye brought the assembly 
of Jehovah into the wilderness, that we should die there, 
we and our beasts? And wherefore have ye made us to 
come up out of Egypt, to bring us in unto this evil place? 
it is no place of seed, or of figs, or of vines, or of pome- 
granates; neither is there any water to drink.” 

And Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together 
before the rock, and he said unto them, “Hear now, ye 
rebels; shall we bring you forth water out of this rock ?” 

And Moses lifted up his hand, and smote the rock with 
his rod twice: and water came forth abundantly, and the 
congregation drank, and their cattle. 

And Jehovah said unto Moses and Aaron, “Because 
‘ye believed not in me, to sanctify me in the eyes of the 
children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this as- 
sembly into the land which I have given them.” 


And Moses sent messengers from Kadesh unto the king 
of Edom, “Thus saith thy brother Israel, ‘Thou knowest 
ail the travail that hath befallen us: how our fathers went 
down into Egypt, and we dwelt in Egypt a long time; 
and the Egyptians dealt ill with us, and our fathers: and 
when we cried unto Jehovah, he heard our voice, and sent 
an angel, and brought us forth out of Egypt: and, behold, 
we are in Kadesh, a city in the uttermost of thy border. 
Let us pass, I pray thee, through thy land.” 

And Edom said unto them, “Thou shalt not pass 
through me, lest I come out with the sword against thee.” 

And the children of Israel said unto him, “We will go 
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up by the highway ; and if we drink of thy water, I and my 
cattle, then will I give the price thereof: let me only, 
without doing anything else, pass through on my feet.” 

And he said, “Thou shalt not pass through.” 

And Edom came out against him with much people, 
and with a strong hand. Thus Edom refused to give 
Israel passage through his border; wherefore Israel 
turned away from him. 

And they journeyed from Kadesh: and the children of 
Israel, even the whole congregation, came unto mount 
Hor. 

And Jehovah spake unto Moses and Aaron in mount 
Hor, by the border land of Edom, saying, “Aaron shall 
be gathered unto his people; for he shall not enter into 
the land which I have given unto the children of Israel, 
because ye rebelled against my word at the waters of 
Meribah. Take Aaron and Eleazar his son, and bring 
them up unto mount Hor; and strip Aaron of his gar- 
ments, and put them upon Eleazar his son: -nd Aaron 
shall be gathered unto his people, and shall die there.” 

And Moses did as Jehovah commanded: and they went 
up into mount Hor in the sight of all the congregation. 
And Moses stripped Aaron of his garments, and put them 
upon Eleazar his son; and Aaron died there on the top 
of the mount: and Moses and Eleazar came down from 
the mount. And when all the congregation saw that 
Aaron was dead, they wept for Aaron thirty days, even 
all the house of Israel. 

And Moses went and spake these words unto all Israel. 
‘And he said unto them, “I am a hundred and twenty years 
old this day; I can no more go out and come in: and 
Jehovah hath said unto me, ‘Thou shalt not go over this 
Jordan: but Joshua, he shall go over before thee, as 
Jehovah hath spoken. Be strong and of good courage, 
fear not, nor be affrighted at them: for Jehovah thy God, 
he it is that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor 
forsake thee.’ 
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And Moses called unto Joshua, and said unto him in 
the sight of all Israel, “Be strong and of good courage; 
for thou shalt go with this people into the land which 
Jehovah hath sworn unto their fathers to give them; and 
thou shalt cause them to inherit it, And Jehovah, he it is 
that doth go before thee; he will be with thee, he will not 
fail thee, neither forsake thee: fear not, neither be dis- 
mayed.” 


And Jehovah said unto Moses, “Behold, thy days ap- 
proach that thou must die: call Joshua, and present your- 
selves in the tent of meeting, that I may give him a 
charge.” 

And Moses and Joshua went, and presented themselves 
in the tent of meeting. And Jehovah appeared in the tent 
in a pillar of cloud: and the pillar of cloud stood over the 
door of the tent. 

And Jehovah said unto Moses, “Behold, thou shalt sleep 
with thy fathers; and this people will forsake me, and 
break my covenant which I have made with them. 

“Then my anger shall be kindled against them in that 
day, and I will forsake them, and many evils and troubles 
shall come upon them; so that they will say in that day, 
“Are not these evils come upon us because our God is not 
among us?” 

“Now therefore write ye this song, and put it in their 
mouths, that this song may be a witness for me against 
the children of Israel. 

“And it shall come to pass, when many evils and 
troubles are come upon them, that this song shall testify 
before them as a witness; for it shall not be forgotten out 
of the mouths of their seed.” 


Moses wrote this song the same day, and taught it the 
children of Israel. 

“Give ear, ye heavens, and I will speak; 

And let the earth hear the words of my mouth. 
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My doctrine shall drop as the rain; 

My speech shall distil as the dew, 

As the small rain upon the tender grass, 

And as the showers upon the herb. 

For I will proclaim the name of Jehovah: 

Ascribe ye greatness unto our God. 

The Rock, his work is perfect; 

For all his ways are justice: 

A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, 

Just and right is he. 

They have dealt corruptly with him, they are not his 
children, it is their blemish; 

They are a perverse and crooked generation. 

Do ye thus requite Jehovah, 

O foolish people and unwise? 

Is not he thy father that hath bought thee? 

He hath made thee, and established thee. 

Remember the days of old, 

Consider the years of many generations: 

Ask thy father, and he will show thee; 

Thine elders, and they will tell thee. 

When the Most High gave to the nations their inheri- 
tance, 

When he separated the children of men, 

He set the bounds of the peoples 

According to the number of the children of Israel. 

For Jehovah’s portion is the people; 

Jacob is the lot of his inheritance. 

He found him in a desert land, 

And in the waste howling wilderness ; 

He compassed him about, he cared for him, 

He kept him as the apple of his eye. 

As an eagle that stirreth up her nest, 

That fluttereth over her young, 

He spread abroad his wings, he took them, 

He bare them on his pinions. 

Jehovah alone did lead him, 
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He made him ride on the high places of the earth, 

And he did eat the increase of the field; 

And he made him to suck honey out of the rock, 

And oil out of the flinty rock; 

With fat of lambs, 

With the finest of the wheat; 

And of the blood of the grape thou drankest wine. 

But Jeshurun waxed fat, and kicked: 

Thou art waxed fat, thou art grown thick, thou art 
become sleek ; 

Then he forsook God who made him, 

And lightly esteemed the Rock of his salvation. 

They sacrificed unto demons, which were no God, 

To gods that they knew not, 

Of the Rock that begat thee thou art unmindful, 

And hast forgotten God that gave thee birth. 

And Jehovah saw it, and abhorred them, 

And he said, I will hide my face from them, 

I will see what their end shall be: 

For they are a very perverse generation, 

Children in whom is no faithfulness. 

Oh that they were wise, that they understood this, 

That they would consider their latter end! 

How should one chase a thousand, 

And two put ten thousand to flight, 

Except their Rock had sold them, 

And Jehovah had delivered them up? 


And Moses went up from the plains of Moab unto 
mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, that is over against 
Jericho. And Jehovah showed him all the land, and said 
unto him, “This is the land which I sware unto ‘Abraham, 
unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, saying: ‘T will give it unto 
thy seed:’ I have caused thee to see it with thine eyes, 
but thou shalt not go over thither.” 

To Moses the servant of Jehovah died there in the land 
of Moab, according to the word of Jehovah. And he 
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buried him in the valley in the land of Moab over against 
Bethpeor: but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this 
day. 

And Moses was a hundred and twenty years old when 
he died: his eye was not cim, nor his natural force abated. 
And the children of Israel wept for Moses in the plains 
of Moab thirty days: so the days of weeping in the mourn- 
ing for Moses were ended. 

And Joshua the son of; Nun was full of the spirit of 
wisdom; for Moses had laid his hands upon him: and the 
children of Israel hearkened unto him, and did as 7ehovah 
commanded Moses. 

And there hath not arisen a prophet since in Israel like 
unto Moses, whom Jehovah knew face to face, in all the 
signs and the wonders, which Jehovah sent him to do in 
the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh, and to all his servants, 
and to all his land, and in all the mighty hand, and in all 
the great terror, which Moses wrought in the sight of all 
Israel, 
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Now it came to pass after the death of Moses the ser- 
vant of Jehovah, that Jehovah spake unto Joshua the son 
of Nun, Moses’ minister, saying, “Moses my servant is 
dead; now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, thou, and 
all this people, unto the land which I do give to them, even 
to the children of Israel. Every place that the sole of 
your foot shall tread upon, to you have I given it, as I 
spake unto Moses. From the wilderness, and this 
Lebanon, even unto the great river, the river Euphrates, 
all the land of the Hittites, and unto the great sea toward 
the going down of the sun, ‘shall be your border. 

“There shall not any man be able to stand before thee 
all the days of thy life: as I was with Moses, so I will 
be with thee; I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. Be 
strong and of good courage; for thou shalt cause this 
people to inherit the land which I sware unto their fathers 
to give them. Only be strong and very courageous, to 
observe to do according to all the law, which Moses my 
servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right 
hand or to the left, that thou mayest have good success 
whithersoever thou goest. f 

“This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth, 
but thou shalt meditate thereon day and night, that thou 
mayest observe to do according to all that is written there- 
in: for then thou shalt nake thy way prosperot ;, and then 
thou shalt have good success. 

“Fave not I commanded thee? Be strong and of good 
courage; be not affrighted, neither be thou dismayed: for 
Jehovah thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.” 

Then Joshua commanded the officers of the people, say- 
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ing, “Pass through the midst of the camp, and command 
the people, saying, ‘Prepare you victuals; for within three 
days ye are to pass over this Jordan, to go in to possess 
the land, which Jehovah your God giveth you to possess 
ae 

And to the Reubenites, and to the Gadites, and to the 
half-tribe of Manasseh, spake Joshua, saying, “Remember 
the word which Moses the servant of Jehovah commanded 
you, saying, ‘Jehovah your God giveth you rest, and will 
give you this land.’ 

“Your wives, your little ones, and your cattle, shall 
abide in the land which Moses gave you beyond the 
Jordan ; but ye shall pass over before your brethren armed, 
all the mighty men of valor, and shall help them; until 
Jehovah have given your brethren rest, as he hath given 
you, and they also have possessed the land which Jehovah 
your God giveth them: then ye shall return unto the land 
of your possession, and possess it, which Moses the ser- 
vant of Jehovah gave you beyond the Jordan toward the 
sunrising.” 

And they answered Joshua, saying, “All that thou hast 
commanded us we will do, and whithersoever thou sendest 
us we will go. According as we hearkened unto Moses 
in all things, so will we hearken unto thee: only Jehovah 
thy God be with thee, as he was with Moses. Whosoever 
he be that shall rebel against thy commandment, and shall 
not hearken unto thy words in all that thou commandest 
him, he shall be put to death: only be strong and of good 
courage.” 


And Joshua the son of Nun sent out of Shittim two 
men as spies secretly, saying, “Go, view the land, and 
Jericho.” ‘And they went, and came into the house of 
a harlot whose name was Rahab, and lay there. 

And it was told the king of Jericho, saying, “Behold, 
there came men in hither tonight of the children of 
Israel to search out the land.” 
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And the king of Jericho sent unto Rahab, saying, 
“Bring forth the men that are come to thee, that are 
entered into thy house; for they are come to search out 
all the land.” 

And the woman took the two men, and hid them; and 
she said, “Yea, the men came unto me, but I knew not 
whence they were: and it came to pass about the time of 
the shutting of the gate, when it was dark, that the men 
went out; whither the men went I know not: pursue after 
them quickly; for ye will overtake them.” 

But she had brought ..em up to the roof, and hid them 
with the stalks of flax, which she had laid in order upon 
the roof. And the men pursued after them the way to 
the Jordan unto the fords: and as soon as they that pur- 
sued after them were gone out, they shut the gate. 

And before they were laid down, she came up unto them 
upon the roof; and she said unto the men, “I know that 
Jehovah hath given you the land, and that the fear of 
you is fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the 
land melt away before you. For we have heard how 
Jehovah dried up the water of the Red Sea before you, 
when ye came out of Egypt; and what ye did unto the 
two kings of the Amorites, that were } yond the Jordan, 
unto Sihon and to Og, whom ye utterly destroyed. And 
as soon as we had heard it, our hearts did melt, neither 
did there remain any more spirit in any man, because 
of you: for Jehovah your God, he is God in heaven above, 
and on earth beneath. : 

“Now therefore, 1 pray you, swear unto me by Jehovah, 
since J have dealt kindly with you, that ye also wil! deal 
_ kindly with my father’s house, and give me a true token ; 
and that ye will save alive my father, and my mother, 
and my brethren, and my sisters, and all that they have, 
and will deliver our lives from death.” 

And the men said unto her “Our life for yours, if ye 
utter not this our business; and it shall be, when Jehovah 
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giveth us the land, that we will deal kindly and truly with 
thee.” 

Then she let them duwn by a cord through the window: 
for her house was upon the side of the wall, and she dwelt 
upon the wall. 

And she said unto them, “Get you to the mountain, lest 
the pursuers light upon you; and hide yourselves there 
three days, until the pursuers be returned: and afterward 
may ye go your way.” 

And the men said unto her, “We will be guiltless of 
‘is thine oath which thou hast made us to swear. Be- 
hold, when we come into the land, thou shalt bind this 
line of scarlet thread i: the window which thou didst let 
us down by: and thou shalt gather unto thee into the 
house thy father, and th: mother, and thy brethren, and 
all thy father’s household. And it shall be, that whoso- 
ever shall go out of the doors of thy house into the street, 
his blood shall be upon his head, and we shall be guilt- 
less: and whosoever shall be with thee in the house, his 
blood shall be on our head, if any hand be upon him. 
But if thou utter this our business, then we shall be guilt- 
less of thine oath which thou hast made us to swear.” 

And she said, “According unto your words, so be it.” 
And she sent them away, and they departed: and she 
bound the scarlet line in the window. 

And they went, and came unto the mountain, and abode 
there three days, until the pursuers were returned: and 
the pursuers sought them throughout all the way, but 
found them not. Then the two men returned, and de- 
scended from the mountain, and passed over, and came 
to Joshua the son of Nun; and they told him all that had 
befallen them. 

And they said unto Joshua, “Truly Jehovah hath de- 
livered into our hands all the land; and moreover all the 
inhabitants of the land do melt away before us.” 


And Joshua rose up early in the morning; and they 
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removed from Shittim, and came to the Jordan, he and 
all the children of Israel; and they lodged there before 
they passed over. 

And it came to pass after three days, that the officers 
went through the midst of the camp; and they commanded 
the people, saying, “When ye see the ark of the covenant 
of Jehovah your God, and the priests the Levites bearing 
it, then ye shall remove from your place, and go after it. 
Yet there shali be a space between you and it, about two 
thousand cubits by measure: come not near unto it, that 
ye may know the way by which ye must go: for ye have 
not passed this way heretofore.” 

And Joshua said unto the people, “Sanctify yourselves; 
for tomorrow Jehovah will do wonders among you.” 

And Joshua spake unto the priests, saying, “Take up 
the ark of the covenant, and pass over before the people.” 
And they took up the ark of the covenant, and went before 
the people. 

And Jehovah said unto Joshua, “This day will I begin 
to magnify thee in the s?ght of all Israel, that they may 
know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with thee. 
And thou shalt command the priests that bear the ark of 
the covenant, saying, ‘When ye are come to the brink of 
the waters of the Jordan, ye shall stand still in the 
Jordan.’ ” 

And Joshua said unto the children of Israel, “Come 
hither, and hear the words of Jehovah your God.” 

And Joshua said, “Hereby ye shall know that the living 
God is among you, and that he will without fail drive 
out from before you the Canaanite, and the Hittite, and 
the Hivite, and the Perizzite, and the Girgashite, and the 
Amorite, and the Jebusite. Behold, the ark of the cove- 
nant of the Lord of all the earth passeth over before you 
into the Jordan. Now therefore take you twelve men out 
of the tribes of Israel, for every tribe a man. And it 
shall come to pass, when the soles of the feet of the priests 
that bear the ark of Jehovah, the Lord of all the earth, 
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shall rest in the waters of the Jordan, that the waters of 
the Jordan shall be cut off, even the waters that come 
down from above; and they shall stand in one heap.” 

And it came to pass, when the people removed from 
their tents, to piss over the Jordan, the priests that bare 
the ark of the covenant being before the people; and when 
they that bare the ark were come unto the Jordan, and 
the feet of the priests that bare the ark were dipped in 
the brink of the water (for the Jordan overfloweth all 
its banks all the time of harvest), that the waters which 
came down from above stood, and rose up in one heap, 
a great way off, at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan; 
and those that went down toward the sea of the Arabah, 
even the salt sea, were wholly cut off: and the people 
passed over right against Jericho. 

And the priests that bare the ark of the covenant of 
Jehovah stood firm on dry ground in the midst of the 
Jordan; and all Israel passed over on dry ground, until 
all the nat‘on were passed clean over the Jordan. 

And the children of Israel took up twelve stones out 
of the midst of the Jordan, as Jehovah spake unto Joshua, 
according to the number of the tribes of the children of 
Israel; and they carried them over with them unto the 
place where they lodged, and laid them down there. 

And Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of the 
Jordan, in the place where the feet of the priests that 
bare the ark of the covenant stood: and they are there 
unto this day. For the priests that bare the ark stood in 
the midst of the Jordan, until everything was finished 
that Jehovah commanded Joshua to speak unto the peo- 
ple, according to all that Moses commanded Joshua: and 
the people hasted and passed over. 

And it came to pass, when all the people were clean 
passed over, that the ark of Jehovah passed over, and 
the priests, in the presence of the people. 

And the children of Reuben, and the children of Gad, 
and the half-tribe of Manasseh, passed over armed be- 
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fore the children of Israel, as Moses spake unto them: 
about forty thousand ready armed for war passed over 
before Jehovah unto battle, to the plains of Jericho. On 
that day Jehovah magnified Joshua in the sight of all 
Israel; and they feared him, as they feared Moses, all 
the days of his life. 

And Jehovah spake unto Joshua, saying, “Command the 
priests that bear the ark of the testimony, that they come 
up out of the Jordan.” 

Joshua therefore commanded the priests, saying, “Come 
ye up out of the Jordan.” 

And it came to pass, when the priests that bare the 
ark of the covenant of Jehovah were come up out of 
the midst of the Jordan, and the soles of the priests’ feet 
were lifted up unto the dry ground, that the waters of 
the Jordan returned unto their place, and went over all 
its banks, as aforetime. 

And the people came up out of the Jordan on the tenth 
day of the first month, and encamped in Gilgal, on the 
east border of Jericho. And those twelve stones, which 
they took out of the Jordan, did Joshua set up in Gilgal. 

And he spake unto the children of Israel, saying, “When 
your children shall ask tleir fathers in time to come, say- 
ing, ‘What mean these stones?’ then ye shall let your 
children know, saying, ‘Israel came over this Jordan on 
dry land.’ 

“For Jehovah your God dried up the waters of the Jor- 
dan from before you, until ye were passed over, as Je- 
hovah your God did to the Red Sea, which he dried up 
from before us, until we were passed over; that all the 
peoples of the earth may know the hand of Jehovah, that 
it is mighty; that ye may fear Jehovah your God for 
ever.” 


And it came to pass, when all the kings of the Amo- 
rites, that were beyond the Jordan westward, and all 
the kings of the Canaanites, that were by the sea, heard 
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how that Jehovah had dried up the waters of the Jordan 
from before the children of Israel, until we were passed 
over, that their heart melted, neither was there spirit in 
them any more, because of the children of Israel. 


And the children of Israel encamped in Gilgal; and 
they kept the passover on the fourteenth day of the month 
at even in the plains of Jericho. And they did eat of 
the produce of the land on the morrow after the pass- 
over, unleavened cakes and parched grain, in the self- 
same day. 

And the manna ceased on the morrow, after they had 
eaten of the produce of the land; neither had the children 
of Israel manna any more; but they did eat of the fruit 
of the land of Canaan that year. 


And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, 
that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, behold, there 
stood a man over against him with his sword drawn in 
his hand: and Joshua went unto him, and said unto him, 
“Art thou for us, or for our adversaries?” 

And he said, “Nay; but as prince of the host of Je- 
hovah am I now come.” 

And Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and did wor- 
ship, and said unto him, “What saith my lord unto his 
servant ?” 

And the prince of Jehovah’s host said unto Joshua, 
“Put off thy shoe from off thy foot; for the place whereon 
thou standest is holy.” And Joshua did so. 


Now Jericho was straitly shut up because of the chil- 
dren of Israel: none went out, and none came in. And 
Jehovah said unto Joshua, “See, I have given into thy 
hand Jericho, and the king thereof, and the mighty men 
of the valor. And ye shall compass the city, all the men 
of war, going about the city once. Thus shalt thou do 
six days. 
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“And seven priests shall bear seven trumpets of rams’ 
horns before the ark: and the seventh day ye shall com- 
pass the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the 
trumpets. And it shall be, that, when they make a long 
blast with the ram’s horn, and when ye hear the sound 
of the trumpet, all the people shall shout with a great 
shout; and the wall of the city shall fall down flat, and 
the people shall go up every man straight before him.” 

And Joshua the son of Nun called the priests, and 
said unto them, “Take up the ark of the covenant, and 
let seven priests bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns 
before the ark of Jehovah,” 

And they said unto the people, “Pass on, and compass 
the city, and let the armed men pass on before the ark 
of Jehovah.” 

And it was so; that, when Joshua had spoken unto the 
people, the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of 
rams’ horns before Jehovah passed on, and blew the trum- 
pets: and the ark of the covenant of Jehovah followed 
them. And the armed men went before the priests that 
blew the trumpets, and the rearward went after the ark, 
the priests blowing the trumpets as they went. 

And Joshua commanded the people, saying, “Ye shall 
not shout, nor let your voice be heard, neither shall any 
word proceed out of your mouth, until the day I bid you 
shout; then shall ye shout.” So he caused the ark of 
Jehovah to compass the city, going about it once: and 
they came into the camp, and lodged in the camp. 

And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests 
took up the ark of Jehovah. And the seven priests bear- 
ing the seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of 
Jehovah went on continually, and blew the trumpets: 
and the armed men went before them; and the rearward 
came after the ark of Jehovah, the priests blowing the 
trumpets as they went. And the second day they com- 
passed the city once, and returned into the camp: so they 
did six days. 
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And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they rose 
early at the dawning of the day, and compassed the city 
after the same manner seven times: only on that day 
they compassed the city seven times. 

And it came to pass at the seventh time, when the 
priests blew the trumpets, Joshua said unto the people, 
“Shout; for Jehovah hath given you the city. And the 
city shall be devoted, even it and all that is therein, to 
Jehovah; only Rahab the harlot shall live, she and all 
that are with her in the house, because she hid the mes- 
sengers that we sent. 

“But as for you, only keep yourselves from the de- 
-veted thing, lest when ye have devoted it, ye take of the 
cevoted thing; so would ye make the camp of Israel ac- 
cursed, and trouble it. But all the silver, and gold, and 
vessels of brass and iron, are holy unto Jehovah: they 
shall come into the treasury of Jehovah.” 

So the people shouted, and the priests blew the trum- 
pets: and it came to pass, when the people heard the 
sound of the trumpet, that the people shouted with a great 
shout, and the wall fell down flat, so that the people went 
up into the city, every man straight before him, and they 
took the city. And they utterly destroyed all that was 
in the city, both man and woman, both young and old, 
and ox, and sheep, and ass, with the edge of the sword. 

And Joshua said unto the two men that had spied out 
the land, “Go into the harlot’s house, and bring out 
thence the woman, and all that she hath, as ye sware unto 
her.” 

And the young men the spies went in, and brought out 
Rahab, and her father, and her mother, and her brethren, 
and all that she had; all her kindred also they brought 
out; and they set them without the camp of Israel. 

And they burnt the city with fire, and all that was 
therein; only the silver, and the gold, and the vessels 
of brass and of iron, they put into the treasury of the 
house of Jehovah. But Rahab the harlot, and her father’s 
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household, and all that she had, did Joshua save alive; 
and she dwelt in the midst of Israel unto this day, be- 
cause she hid the messengers, whom Joshua sent to spy 
out Jericho. 

And Joshua charged them with an oath at that time, 
saying, “Cursed be the man before Jehovah, that riseth 
up and buildeth this city Jericho: with the loss of his 
first-born shall he lay the foundation thereof, and with 
the loss of his youngest son shall he set up the gates of 
it.” So Jehovah was with Joshua; and his fame was in 
all the land. 


But the children of Israel committed a trespass in the 
devoted thing; for Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of 
Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took of 
the devoted thing: and the anger of Jehovah was kindled 
against the children of Israel. 

And Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is be- 
side Beth-aven, on the east side of Beth-el, and spake 
unto them, saying, “Go up and spy out the land.” And 
the men went up and spied out Ai. 

And they returned to Joshua, and said unto him, “Let 
not all the people go up; but let about two or three thou- 
sand men go up and smite Ai; make not all the people 
to toil thither; for they are but few.” 

So there went up thither of the people about three 
thousand men: and they fled before the men of Ai. And 
the men of Ai smote of them about thirty and six men; 
and they chased them from before the gate even unto 
Shebarim, and smote them at the descent; and the hearts 
of the people melted, and became as water. 

And Joshua rent his clothes, and fell to the earth upon 
his face before the ark of Jehovah until the evening, he 
and the elders of Israel; and they put dust upon their 
heads. 

And Joshua said, “Alas, O Lord Jehovah, wherefore 
hast thou at all brought this people over the Jordan, to 
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deliver us into the hands of the Amorites, to cause us 
to perish? would that we had been content and dwelt be- 
yond the Jordan! Oh, Lord, what shall I say, after that 
Israel hath turned their backs before their enemies! For 
the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land will 
hear of it, and will compass us round, and cut off our 
name from the earth; and what wilt thou do for thy 
great name?” 

And Jehovah said unto Joshua, “Get thee up; where- 
fore art thou thus fallen upon thy face? Israel hath 
sinned; yea, they have even transgressed my covenant 
which I commanded them: yea, they have even taken of 
the devoted thing, and have also stolen, and dissembled 
also; and they have even put it among their own stuff. 
Therefore the children of Israel cannot stand before 
their enemies; they turn their backs before their enemies, 
because they are become accursed: I will not be with 
you any more, except ye destroy the devoted thing from 
among you. 

“Up, sanctify the people, and say, ‘Sanctify yourselves 
against tomorrow: for thus saith Jehovah, the God of 
Israel. There is a devoted thing in the midst of thee, O 
Israel; thou canst not stand before thine enemies, until 
ye take away the devoted thing from among you. In the 
morning therefore ye shall be brought near by your 
tribes: and it shall be, that the tribe which Jehovah taketh 
shall come near by families; and the family which Je- 
hovah shall take shall come near by households; and the 
household which Jehovah shall take shall come near man 
by man. And it shall be, that he that is taken with the 
devoted thing shall be burnt with fire, he and all that he 
hath; because he hath transgressed the covenant of Je- 
hovah, and because he hath wrought folly in Israel.’” 

So Joshua rose up early in the morning, and brought 
Israel near by their tribes; and the tribe of Judah was 
taken; and he brought near the family of Judah; and he 
took the family of the Zerahites: and he brought near 
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the family of the Zerahites man by man; and Zabdi was 
taken: and he brought near his household man by man; 
and Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son 
of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken. 

And Joshua said unto Achan, “My son, give, I pray 
thee, glory to Jehovah, the God of Israel, and make con- 
fession unto him; and tell me now what thou hast done; 
hide it not from me.” 

‘And Achan answered Joshua, and said, “Of a truth I 
have sinned against Jehovah, the God of Israel, and 
thus and thus have I done: when I saw among the spoil 
a goodly Babylonish mantle, and two hundred shekels of 
silver, and a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then 
I coveted them, and took them; and, behold, they are hid 
in the earth in the midst of my tent, and the silver under 
it.” 

So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran unto the tent; 
and, behold, it was hid in his tent, and the silver under 
it. And they took them from the midst of the tent, and 
brought them unto Joshua, and unto all the children of 
Israel; and they laid them down before Jehovah. And 
Joshua, and all Israel with him, took Achan the son of 
Zerah, and the silver, and the mantle, and the wedge of 
gold, and his sons, and his daughters, and his oxen, and 
his asses, and his sheep, and his tent, and all that he had: 
and they brought them up unto the valley of Achor. 

And Joshua said, “Why hast thou troubled us? Je- 
hovah shall trouble thee this day.” 

And all Israel stoned him with stones; and they burned 
them with fire, and stoned them with stones. And they 
raised over him a great heap of stones, unto this day; 

and Jehovah turned from the fierceness of his anger. 
Wherefore the name of that place was called, The val- 


ley of Achor, unto this day. 


And Jehovah said unto Joshua, “Fear not, neither be 
thou dismayed: take all the people of war with thee, 
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and arise, go up to Ai; see, I have given into thy hand 
the king of Ai, and his people, and his city, and his land; 
and thou shalt do to Ai and her king as thou didst unto 
Jericho and her king: only the spoil thereof, and the 
cattle thereof, shall ye take for a prey unto yourselves: 
set thee an ambush for the city behind it.” 

So Joshua arose, and all the people of war, to go up 
to Ai: and Joshua chose out thirty thousand men, the 
mighty men of valor, and sent them forth by night. 

‘And he commanded them, saying, “Behold, ye shall lie 
in ambush against the city, behind the city; go not very 
far from the city, but be ye all ready: and I, and all 
the people that are with me, will approach unto the city. 

“And it shall come to pass, when ther come out against 
us, as at the first, that we will flee before them; and they 
will come out after us, till we have drawn them away 
from the city; for they will say, ‘They flee before us, as 
at the first;’ so we will flee before them; and ye shall rise 
up from the ambush and take possession of the city; for 
Jehovah your God will deliver it into your hand. ‘And it 
shall be, when ye have seized upon the city, that ye shall 
set the city on fire; according to the word of Jehovah 
shall ye do: see, I have commanded you.” 

And Joshua sent them forth; and they went to the am- 
bushment; and abode between Beth-el and Ai, on the west 
side of Ai; but Joshua lodged that night among the people. 

And Joshua arose up early in the morning, and mus- 
tered the people, and went up, he and the elders of Is- 
rael, before the people to Ai. And all the people, even 
the men of war that were with him, went up, and drew 
nigh, and came before the city, and encamped on the 
north side of Ai: now there was a valley between him 
and Ai. 

And he took about five thousand men, and set them 
in ambush between Beth-el and Ai, on the west side of 
the city. So they set the people, even all the host that 
was on the north of the city, and their liers-in-wait that 
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were on the west of the city; and Joshua went that night 
into the midst of the valley. 

And it came to pass, when the king of Ai saw it, that 
they hasted and rose up early, and the men of the city 
went out against Israel to battle, he and all his people, 
at the time-appointed, before the Arabah; but he knew 
not that there was an ambush against him behind the city. 

And Joshua and all Israel made as if they were beaten 
before them, and fled by the way of the wilderness And 
all the people that were in the city were called together to 
pursue after them: and they pursued after Joshua, and 
were drawn away from the city. And there was not a 
man left in Ai or Beth-el, that went not out after Israel; 
and they left the city open, and pursued after Israel. 

And Jehovah said unto Joshua, “Stretch out the jave- 
lin that is in thy hand toward Ai; for I will give it into 
thy hand.” And Joshua stretched out the javelin that 
was in his hand toward the city. 

And the ambush arose quickly out of their place, and 
they ran as soon as he had stretched out his hand, and 
entered into the city, and took it; and they hasted and 
set the city on fire. And when the men of Ai looked 
behind them, they saw, and, behold, the smoke of the city 
ascended up to heaven, and they had no power to flee 
this way or that way: and the people that fled to the 
wilderness turned back upon the pursuers. 

And when Joshua and all Israel saw that the ambush 
had taken the city, and that the smoke of the city 
ascended, then they turned again, and slew the men of 
Ai. And the others came forth out of the city against 
them; so they were in the midst of Israel, some on this 
side, and some on that side: and they smote them, so 
that they let none of them remain or escape. And the 
king of Ai they took alive, and brought him to Joshua. 

And it came to pass, when Israel had made an end of 
slaying all the inhabitants of Ai in the field, in the wilder- 
ness wherein they pursued them, and they were all fallen 
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by the edge of the sword, until they were consumed, that 
all Israel returned unto Ai, and smote it with the edge 
of the sword. And all that fell that day, both of men and 
women, were twelve thousand, even all the men of Ai. 

For Joshua drew not back his hand, wherewith he 
stretched out the javelin, until he had utterly destroyed 
all the inhabitants of Ai. Only the cattle and the spoil 
of that city Israel took for a prey unto themselves, ac- 
cording unto the word of Jehovah which he commanded 
Joshua. So Joshua burnt Ai and made it a heap for- 
ever, even a desolation, unto this day. 

And the king of Ai he hanged on a tree until the even- 
tide; and at the going down of the sun Joshua com- 
manded, and they took his body down from the tree, and 
cast it at the entrance of the gate of the city, and raised 
thereon a great heap of stones, unto this day. 


Then Joshua built an altar unto Jehovah, the God of 
Israel, in mount Ebal, as Moses the servant of Jehovah 
commanded the children of Israel, as it is written in 
the book of the law of Moses, an altar of unhewn 
stones, upon which no man had lifted up any iron: 
and they offered thereon burnt-offerings unto Jehovah, 
and sacrificed peace-offerings. 

And he wrote there upon the stones a copy of the law 
of Moses, which he wrote in the presence of the children 
of Israel. 

And all Israel, and their elders and officers, and their 
judges, stood on this side of the ark and on that side 
before the priests the Levites, that bare the ark of the 
covenant of Jehovah, as well the sojourner as the home- 
born; half of them in front of mount Gerizim, and half 
of them in front of mount Ebal; as Moses the servant 
of Jehovah had commanded at the first, that they should 
bless the people of Israel. 

And afterward he read all the words of the law, the 
blessing and the curse, according to all that is written 
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in the book of the law. There was not a word of all 
that Moses commanded, which Joshua read not before all 
' the assembly of Israel, and the women, and the little 
ones, and the sojourners th-t were among them. 


And it came to pass, when all the kings that were 
beyond the Jordan, in the hill-country, and in the low- 
land, and on all the shore of the great sea in front of 
Lebanon, the Hittite, and the Amorite, the Canaanite, 
the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite, heard thereof; 
that they gathered themselves together, to fight with 
Joshua and with Israel, with one accord. 


But when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what Joshua 
had done unto Jericho and to Ai, they also did work 
wilily, and went and made as if they had been ambassa- 
dors, and took old sacks upon their asses, and wine-skins, 
oid and rent and bound up, and old and patched shoes 
upon their feet, and old garments upon them; and all 
the bread of their provision was dry and was become 
mouldy. 

And they went to Joshua unto the camp at Gilgal, and 
said unto him, and to the men of Israel, “We are come 
from a far country: now therefore make ye a covenant 
with us.” 

And the men of Israel said unto the Hivites, “Perad- 
venture ye dwell among us; and how shall we make a 
covenant with you?” 

And they said unto Joshua, “We are thy servants.” 

And Joshua said unto them, “Who are ye and from 
whence come ye?” 

And they said unto him, “From a very far country thy 
servants are come because of the name of Jehovah thy 
God: for we have heard the fame of him, and all that he 
did in Egypt, and all that he did to the two kings of the 
Amorites, that were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon king of 
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Heshbon, and to Og king of Bashan, who was at Ash- 
taroth. 

“And our elders and all the inhabitants of our country 
spake to us, saying, “Take provision in your hand for 
tl. journey, and go to meet them, and say unto them, 
“We are your servants: and now make ye a covenant 
with us.’ 

“This our bread we took hot for our provision out of 
our houses on the day we came forth to go unto you; but 
now, behold, it is dry, and is become mouldy: and these 
wine-skins, which we filled were new; and, behold, they 
ar2 rent: and these our garments and our shoes are be- 
come old by reason of the very long jour..ey.” 

And the men took of their provision, and asked not 
counsel at the mouth of Jehovah. And Joshua made 
peace with them, and made a covenant with them, to let 
them live: and the princes of the congregation sware 
unto them. 

And it came to pass at the end of three days after 
they had made a covenant with them, that they heard 
that they were their neighbors, and that they dwelt among 
them. And the children of Israel journeyed, and came 
unto their cities on the third day. Now their cities were 
Gibeon, and Chephirah, and Beeroth, and Kiriath-jearim. 
And the children of Israel smote them not, because the 
princes of the congregation had sworn unto them by Je- 
hovah, the God of Israel. And all the congregation mur- 
mured against the princes. 

But all the princes said unto all the congregation, 
“We have sworn unto them by Jehovah, the God of 
Israel: now therefore we may not touch them. This we 
will do to them, and let them live; lest wrath be upon 
us, because of the oath which we sware unto them.” 

And the princes said unto them, “Let them live:” so 
they became hewers of wood and drawers of water unto 
all the congregation, as the princes had spoken unto them. 

Now it came to pass, when Adoni-zedek king of Jeru- 
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salem heard how Joshua had taken Ai, and had utterly 
destroyed it (as he had done to Jericho and her king, so 
he had done to Ai and her king), and how the inhabi- 
tants of Gibeon had made peace with Israel, and were 
among them; that they feared greatly, because Gibeon 
was a great city, as one of the royal cities, and because 
it was greater than Ai, and all the men thereof were 
mighty. 

Wherefore Adoni-zedek king of Jerusalem sent unto 
Hoham king of Hebron, and unto Piram king of Jar- 
muth, and unto Japhia king of Lachish, and unto Debir 
king of Eglon, saying, “Come up unto me, and help me, 
and let us smite Gibeon; for it hath made peace with 
Joshua and with the children of Israel.” 

Therefore the five kings of the Amorites, the king of 
Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, 
the king of Lachish, the king of Eglon, gathered them- 
selves together, and went up, and all their hosts, and en- 
camped against Gibeon, and made war against it. 

And the men of Gibeon sent unto Joshua to the camp 
at Gilgal, saying, “Slack not thy hand from thy servants ; 
come up to us quickly, and save us, and help us: for all 
the kings of the Amorites that dwell in the hill-country 
are gathered together against us.” So Joshua went up 
from Gilgal, he, and all the people of war with him, and 
all the mighty men of valor. 

And Jehovah said unto Joshua, “Fear them not: for 
IT have delivered them into thy hands; there shall not a 
man of them stand before thee.” 

Joshua therefore came upon them suddenly: for he 
went up from Gilgal all the night. And Jehovah dis- 
comfited them before Israel, and he slew them with a 
great slaughter at Gibeon, and chased them by the way 
of the ascent of Beth-horon, and smote them to Azekah, 
and unto Makkedah. 

‘And it came to pass, as they fled from before Israel, 
while they were at the descent of Beth-horon, that Je~ 
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hovah cast down great stones from heaven upon them 
unto Azekah, and they died: they were more who died 
with the hailstones than they whom the children of Is- 
rael slew with the sword. 

Then spake Joshua to Jehovah in the day when Jehovah 
delivered up the Amorites before the children of Israel; 
and he said in the sight of Israel, 


“Sun, stand thou still upon Gibeon; 

And thou, Moon, in the valley of Aijalon.” 

And the sun stood still, and the moon stayed, 

Until the nation had avenged themselves of their 
enemies. 


Is not this written in the book of Jashar? And the 
sun stayed in the midst of heaven, and hasted not to go 
down about a whole day. And there was no day like 
that before it or after it, that Jehovah hearkened unto 
the voice of a man: for Jehovah fought for Israel. 

And Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, unto 
the camp to Gilgal. 

So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that 
Jehovah spake unto Moses; and Joshua gave it for in- 
heritance unto Israel according to their divisions by their 
tribes. And the land had rest from war. 


And Jehovah spake unto Joshua, saying, “Speak to the 
children of Israel, saying, ‘Assign you the cities of refuge, 
whereof I spake unto you by Moses, that the manslayer 
that killeth any person unwittingly and unawares may 
flee thither ; and they shall be unto you for a refuge from 
the avenger of blood. 

““And he shall flee unto one of those cities, and shall 
stand at the entrance of the gate of the city, and declare 
his cause in the ears of the elders of that city; and they 
shall take him into the city unto them, and give him a 
place, that he may dwell among them. And if the avenger 
of blood pursue after him, then they shall not deliver up 
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the man-slayer into his hand; because he smote his neigh- 
bor unawares, and hated him not beforetime. 

“And he shall dwell in that city, until he stand before 
the congregation for judgment, until the death of the 
high priest that shall be in those days: then shall the 
manslayer return, and come unto his own city, and unto 
his own house, unto the city from whence he fled.’ ” 

And they set apart Kedesh in Galilee in the hill-country 
of Naphtali, and Shechem in the hill-country of Ephraim, 
and Kiriath-arba (the same is Hebron) in the hill-country 
of Judah. And beyond the Jordan at Jericho eastward, 
they assigned Bezer in the wilderness in the plain out 
of the tribe of Reuben, and Ramoth in Gilead out of the 
tribe of Gad, and Golan in Bashan out of the tribe of 
Manasseh. 

These were the appointed cities for all the children 
of Israel, and for the stranger that sojourneth among 
them, that whosoever killeth any person unwittingly might 
flee thither, and not die by the hand of the avenger of 
blood, until he stood before the congregation. 


And Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to 
Shechem, and called for the elders of Israel, and for their 
heads, and for their judges, and for their officers; and 
they presented themselves before God. 

And Joshua said unto all the people, “Thus saith Je- 
hovah, the God of Israel, “Your fathers dwelt of old 
time beyond the River, even Terah, the father of Abra- 
ham, and the father of Nahor: and they served other gods. 
And I took your father Abraham from beyond the River, 
and led him throughout all the land of Canaan, and mul- 
tiplied his seed, and gave him Isaac. And I gave unto 
Isaac Jacob and Esau: and I gave unto Esau mount Seir, 
to possess it; and Jacob and his children went down into 
Egypt. 

‘And I sent Moses and Aaron, and I plagued Egypt, 
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according to that which I did in the midst thereof; and 
afterwards I brought you out. 

““And I brought your fathers out of Egypt: and ye 
came unto the sea; and the Egyptians pursued after your 
fathers with chariots and with horsemen unto the Red 
Sea. And when they cried out unto Jehovah he put dark- 
ness between you and the Egyptians, and brought the 
sea upon them, and covered them; and your eyes saw 
what I did in Egypt: and ye dwelt in the wilderness 
many days. 

““And I brought you into the land of the Amorites, 
that dwelt beyond the Jordan: and they fought with you: 
and I gave them into your hand, and ye possessed their 
land; and I destroyed them from before you. 

“Then Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, arose 
and fought against Israel; and he sent and called Balaam 
the son of Beor to curse you; but I would not hearken 
unto Balaam; therefore he blessed you still: so I deliv- 
ered you out of his hand. And ye went over the Jordan, 
and came unto Jericho: and the men of Jericho fought 
against you, the Amorite, and the Perizzite, and the 
Canaanite, and the Hittite, and the Girgashite, the Hivite, 
and the Jebusite; and I delivered them into your hand. 
And I sent the hornet before you, which drove them ott 
from before you, even the two kings of the Amorites; not 
with thy sword, nor with thy bow. 

““And I gave you a land whereon thou hadst not la- 
bored, and cities which ye built not, and ye dwell therein; 
of vineyards and oliveyards which ye planted not do ye 
eat.’ 

“Now therefore fear Jehovah, and serve him in sin- 
cerity and in truth; and put away the gods which your 
fathers served beyond the River, and in Egypt; and serve 
ye Jehovah. And if it seem evil unto you to serve Je- 
hovah, chose you this day whom ye will serve; whether 
the gods which your fathers served that were beyond the 
River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye 
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dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve Je- 
hovah.” 

And the people answered and said, “Far be it from us 
that we should forsake Jehovah, to serve other gods; for 
Jehovah our God, he it is that brought us and our fathers 
up out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, 
and that did those great signs in our sight, and preserved 
us in all the way wherein we went, and among all the 
peoples through the midst of whom we passed; and Je- 
hovah drove out from before us all the peoples, even the 
Amorites that dwelt in the land: therefore we also will 
serve Jehovah: for he is our God.” 

And Joshua said unto the people, “Ye cannot serve 
Jehovah; for he is a holy God; he is a jealous God; he 
will not forgive your transgression nor your sins. If ye 
forsake Jehovah, and serve foreign gods then he will 
turn and do you evil, and consume you, after that he hath 
done you good.” 

And the people said unto Joshua, “Nay; but we will 
serve Jehovah.” 

And Joshua said unto the people, “Ye are witnesses 
against yourselves that ye have chosen you Jehovah, to 
serve him.” 

And they said, “We are witnesses.” 

“Now therefore put away,” said he, “the foreign gods 
which are among you, and incline your heart unto Je- 
hovah, the God of Israel.” 

And the people said unto Joshua, “Jehovah our God 
will we serve, and unto his voice will we hearken.”’ 

So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, 
and set them a statute and an ordinance in Shechem. And 
Joshua wrote these words in the book of the law of God; 
and he took a great stone, and set it up there under the 
oak that was by the sanctuary of Jehovah. 

And Joshua said unto all the people, “Behold, this 
stone shall be a witness against us; for it hath heard all 
the words of Jehovah which he spake unto us: it shall 
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be therefore a witness against you, lest ye deny your God.” 
So Joshua sent the people away, every man unto his in- 
heritance. 


And it came to pass after these things, that Joshua 
the son of Nun, the servant of Jehovah, died, being a 
hundred and ten years old. And they buried him in the 
border of his inheritance in Timnath-serah, which is in 
the hill-country of Ephraim, on the north of the moun- 
tain of Gaash. And Israel served Jehovah all the days 
of Joshua, and all the days of the elders that outlived 
Joshua, and had known all the work of Jehovah, that he 
had wrought for Israel. 
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And the children of Israel did that which was evil in 
the sight of Jehovah. And Jehovah sold them into the 
hand of Jabin king of Canaan, that reigned in Hazor; 
the captain of whose host was Sisera, who dwelt in Haro- 
sheth of the Gentiles. And the children of Israel cried 
unto Jehovah; for he had nine hundred chariots of iron; 
and twenty years he mightily oppressed the children of 
Israel. 


Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, 
judged Israel at that time. And she dwelt under the palm- 
tree of Deborah between Ramah and Beth-el in the hill- 
country of Ephraim: and the children of Israel came up 
to her for judgment. 

And she sent and called Barak the son of Abinoam 
out of Kedesh-naphtali, and said unto him, “Hath not 
Jehovah, the God of Israel, commanded, saying, “Go and 
draw unto mount Tabor, and take with thee ten thousand 
men of the children of Naphtali and of the children of 
Zebulun? And I will draw unto thee, to the river Kishon, 
Sisera, the captain of Jabin’s army, with his chariots and 
his multitude; and I will deliver him into thy hand.” 

And Barak said unto her, “If thou wilt go with me, 
then I wilt go; but if thou wilt not go with me, I will 
not go.” 

And she said, “I will surely go with thee; notwith- 
‘standing, the journey that thou takest shall not be for 
thine honor; for Jehovah will sell Sisera into the hand 
of a woman.” 

And they told Sisera that Barak the son of Abinoam 
was gone up to mount Tabor. ‘And Sisera gathered to- 
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gether all his chariots, even nine hundred chariots of 
iron, and all the people that were with him, from Haro- 
sheth of the Gentiles, unto the river Kishon. 

And Deborah said unto Barak, “Up; for this is the day 
in which Jehovah hath delivered Sisera into thy hand; 
is not Jehovah gone out before thee?’ So Barak went 
down from mount Tabor, and ten thousand men after him. 
And Jehovah discomfited Sisera, and all his chariots, and 
all his host, with the edge of the sword before Barak; 
and Sisera alighted from his chariot, and fled away on his 
feet. But Barak pursued after the chariots, and after 
the host, unto Harosheth of the Gentiles; and all the host 
of Sisera fell by the edge of the sword; there was not a 
man left. 

Howbeit Sisera fled away on his feet to the tent of Jael 
the wife of Heber the Kenite. 

And Jael went out to meet Sisera, and said unto him, 
“Turn in, my lord, turn in to me; fear not.’ And he 
turned in unto her into the tent, and she covered him with 
a rug. - 

And he said unto her, “Give me, I pray thee, a little 
water to drink; for I am thirsty.” And she opened a 
bottle of milk, and gave him drink, and covered him. 

And he said unto her, “Stand in the door of the tent, 
and it shall be, when any man doth come and inquire of 
thee, and say, ‘Is there any man here?’ that thou shalt 
say, ‘No.’” Then Jael, Heber’s wife, took a tent-pin, and 
took a hammer in her hand, and went softly unto him, and 
smote the pin into his temples, and it pierced through 
inco the ground; for he was in a deep sleep; so he 
swooned and died. 

And, behold, as Barak pursued Sisera, Jael came out to 
meet him, and said unto him, ‘Come and I will show thee 
the man whom thou seekest.” And he came unto her; 
and, behold, Sisera lay dead, and the tent-pin was in his 
temples. 

So God subdued on that day Jabin the king of Canaan 
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before the children of Israel. And the hands of the chil- 
dren of Israel prevailed more and more against Jabin the 
king of Canaan, until they had destroyed Jabin king of 
Canaan. 


Then sang Deborah and Barak the son of Abinoam on 
that day, saying, 

“For that the leaders took the lead in Israel, 

For that the people offered themselves willingly, 

Bless ye Jehovah. 

Hear, O ye kings; give ear, O ye princes; 

I, even I, will sing unto Jehovah; 

I will sing praise to Jehovah, the God of Israel. 

Jehovah, when thou wentest forth out of Seir, 

When thou marchedst out of the field of Edom, 

The earth trembled, the heavens also dropped, 

Yea, the clouds dropped water. 

The mountains quaked at the presence of Jehovah, 

Even yon Sinai at the presence of Jehovah, the God of 

Israel. 

In the days of Shamgar the son of Anath, 

In the days of Jael, the highways were unoccupied, 

And the travelers walked through byways. 

The rulers ceased in Israel, they ceased, 

Until that I Deborah arose, 

That I arose a mother in Israel. 

They chose new gods; 

Then was war in the gates: 

Was there a shield or spear seen 

Among forty thousand in Israel? 

My heart is toward the governors of Israel, 

That offered themselves willingly among the people: 

Bless ye Jehovah. 

Tell of it, ye that ride on white asses, 

Ye that sit on rich carpets, 

And ye that walk by the way. 
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Far from the noise of archers, in the places of drawing 
water, 

There shall they rehearse the righteous acts of Jehovah, 

Even the righteous acts of his rule in Israel. 

Then the people of Jehovah went down to the gates. 

Awake, awake, Deborah; 

Awake, awake, utter a song: 

Arise, Barak, and lead away thy captives, thou son of 
Abinoam. 

Then came down a remnant of the nobles and the 
people; 

Jehovah came down for me against the mighty. 

From heaven fought the stars, 

From their courses they fought against Sisera. 

The river Kishon swept them away, 

That ancient river, the river Kishon. 

O my soul, march on with strength. 

Then did the horsehoofs stamp 

By reason of the prancings, the prancings of their 
strong ones. 

Curse ye Meroz, said the angel of Jehovah, 

Curse ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof, 

Because they came not to the help of Jehovah, 

To the help of Jehovah against the mighty. 

Blessed above women shall Jael be, 

The wife of Heber the Kenite; 

Blessed shall she be above women in the tent. 

He asked water, and she gave him milk; 

She brought him butter in a lordly dish. 

She put her hand to the tent-pin, 

And her right hand to the workmen’s hammer; 

And with the hammer she smote Sisera, she smote 
through his head; 

Yea, she pierced and struck through his temples. 

At her feet he bowed, he fell: 

At her feet he bowed, he fell: 

Where he bowed, there he fell down dead. 
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Through the window she looked forth, and cried, 
The mother of Sisera cried through the lattice, 
Why is his chariot so long in coming? 
Why tarry the wheels of his chariots? 
Her wise ladies answered her, 
Yea, she returned answer to herself, 
Have they not found, have they not divided the spoil ? 
‘A damsel, two damsels to every man; 
To Sisera a spoil of dyed garments, 
‘A spoil of dyed garments embroidered, 
Of dyed garments embroidered on both sides, on the 
necks of the spoil? 
So let all thine enemies perish, O Jehovah: 
But let them that love him be as the sun when he goeth 
forth in his might.” 
‘'And the land had rest forty years. 


{1271 


GIDEON 


And the children of Israel did that which was evil in 
the sight of Jehovah: and Jehovah delivered them into 
the hand of Midian seven years. And Israel was brought 
very low because of Midian; and the children of Israel 
cried unto Jehovah. 

And it came to pass, when the children of Israel cried 
unto Jehovah because of Midian, that Jehovah sent a 
prophet unto the children of Israel: and he said unto 
them, “Thus saith Jehovah, the God of Israel, ‘I brought 
you up from Egypt, and brought you forth out of the 
house of bondage; and I delivered you out of the hand 
of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of all that op- 
pressed you, and drove them out from before you, and 
gave you their land;’ and I said unto you, ‘I am Jeho- 
vah, your God; ye shall not fear the gods of the Amor- 
ites, in whose land ye dwell.’ But ye have not heark- 
ened unto my voice.’ ” 


‘And the angel of Jehovah came, and sa‘ under the oak 
which was in Ophrah, that pertained unto Joash the 
Abiezrite: and his son Gideon was beating out wheat in 
the winepress, to hide it from the Midianites. 

‘And the angel of Jehovah appeared unto him, and said 
unto him, “Jehovah is with thee, thou mighty man of 
valor.” 

And Gideon said unto him, “Oh, my lord, if Jehovah 
is with us, why then is all this befallen us? and where 
are all his wondrous works which our fathers told us of, 
saying, ‘Did not Jehovah bring us up from Egypt? but 
now Jehovah hath cast us off, and delivered us into the 
hand of Midian.” 
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And Jehovah looked upon him, and said, “Go in this 
thy might, and save Israel from the hand of Midian: 
have not I sent thee?” 

And he said unto him, “Oh, Lord, wherewith shall I 
save Israel? behold, my family is the poorest in Manas- 
seh, and I am the least in my father’s house.” 

And Jehovah said unto him, “Surely I will be with 
thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites, as one man.” 

And he said unto him, “If now I have found favor in 
thy sight, then show me a sign that it is thou that talkest 
with me. Depart not hence, I pray thee, until I come unto 
thee, and bring forth my present, and lay it before thee.” 
And he said, “I will tarry until thou come again.” 

And Gideon went in, and made ready a kid, and un- 
leavened cakes of an ephah of meal: the flesh he put in 
a basket, and he put the Lroth in a pot, and brought it out 
unto him under the oak, and presented it. 

And the angel of God said unto him, “Take the flesh 
and the unleavened cakes, and lay them upon this rock, 
and pour out the broth.” And he did so. Then the angel 
of Jehovah put forth the end of the staff that was in his 
hand, and touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes; 
and there went up fire out of the rock, and consumed the 
flesh and the unleavened cakes; and the angel of Jehovah 
departed out of his sight. 

And Gideon saw that he was the angel of Jehovah; and 
Gideon said, “Alas, O Lord Jehovah! forasmuch as I 
have seen the angel of Jehovah face to face.” 

And Jehovah said unto him, “Peace be unto thee; fear 
not: thou shalt not die.” 

And it came to pass the same night, that Jehovah said 
unto him, “Take thy father’s bullock, even the second bul- 
lock seven years old, and throw down the altar of Baal 
that thy father hath, and cut down the Asherah that is 
by it; and build an altar unto Jehovah thy God upon the 
top of this stronghold, in the orderly manner, and take 
the second bullock, and offer a burnt-offering with the 
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wood of the Asherah which thou shalt cut down.” Then 
Gideon took ten men of his servants, and did as Jehovah 
had spoken unto him: and it came to pass, because he 
feared his father’s household and the men of the city, so 
that he could not do it by day, that he did it by night. 

And when the men of the city arose early in the morn- 
ing, behold, the altar of Baal was broken down, and the 
Asherah was cut down that was by it, and the second bul- 
lock was offered upon the altar that was built. . 

And they said one to another, “Who hath done this 
thing ?” 

And when they inquired and asked, they said, “Gideon 
the son of Joash hath done this thing.” 

Then the men of the city said unto Joash, “Bring on 
thy son, that he may die, because he hath broken down 
the altar of Baal, and because he hath cut down the 
‘Asherah that was by it.” 

And Joash said unto all that stood against him, “Will 
ye contend for Baal? or will ye save him? he that will 
contend for him, let him be put to death whilst it is yet 
morning: if he be a god, let him contend for himself, be- 
cause one hath broken down his altar.” 

Therefore on that day he called him Jerubbaal, saying, 
“Let Baal contend against him, because he hath broken 
down his altar.” 


Then all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the 
children of the east assembled themselves together; and 
they passed over, and encamped in the valley of Jezreel. 
But the Spirit of Jehovah came upon Gideon; and he blew 
a trumpet; and Abiezer was gathered together after him. 
And he sent messengers throughout all Manasseh; and 
they also were gathered together after him; and he sent 
messengers unto. Asher, and unto’ Zebulun, and unto 
Naphtali; and they came up to meet them. 

And Gideon said unto God, “If thou wilt save Israel 
by my hand, as thou hast spoken, behold, I will put a 
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fleece of wool on the threshing-floor; if there be dew on 
the fleece only, and it be dry upon all the ground, then 
shall I know that thou wilt save Israel by my hand, as 
thou hast spoken.” And it was so; for he rose up early 
on the morrow, and pressed the fleece together, and 
wrung the dew out of the fleece, a bowlful of water. 

And Gideon said unto God, “Let not thine anger be 
Kindled against me, and I will speak but this once: let me 
make trial, I pray thee, but this once with the fleece; let 
it now be dry only upon the fleece, and upon all the ground 
let there be dew.” And God did so that night: for it was — 
dry upon the fleece only, and there was dew on all the 
ground. 

Then Jerubbaal, who is Gideon, and all the people that 
were with him, rose up early, and encamped beside the 
spring of Harod: and the camp of Midian was on the 
north side of them, by the hill of Moreh, in the valley. 

And Jehovah said unto Gideon, “The people that are 
with thee are too many for me to give the Midianites 
into their hand, lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, 
saying, ‘mine own hand hath saved me.’ Now therefore 
proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, ‘Whosoever is 
fearful and trembling, let him return and depart from 
Mount Gilead’” And there returned of the people 
twenty and two thousand; and there remained ten thou- 
sand. 

And Jehovah said unto Gideon, “The people are yet too 
many; bring them down unto the water, and I will try 
them for thee there: and it shall be, that of whom I say 
unto thee, ‘This shall go with thee,’ the same shall go with 
thee; and of whomsoever I say unto thee, ‘This shall not 
go with thee,’ the same shall not go.” 

So he brought down the people unto the water: and 
Jehovah said unto Gideon, “Every one that lappeth of 
the water with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt 
thou set by himself; likewise every one that boweth down 
upon his knees to drink.” And the number of them that 
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lapped, putting their hand to their mouth, was three hun- 
dred men: but all the rest of the people bowed down 
upon their knees to drink water. 

And Jehovah said unto Gideon, “By the three hundred 
men that lapped will I save you, and deliver the Midian- 
ites into thy hand; and let all the people go every man unto 
his place.” So the people took victuals in their hand, and 
their trumpets; and he sent all the men of Israel every 
man unto his tent, but retained the three hundred men: 
and the camp of Midian was beneath him in the valley. 

And it came to pass the same night, that Jehovah said 
unto him, “Arise, get thee down into the camp; for I have 
delivered it into thy hand. But if thou fear to go down, 
go thou with Purah thy servant down to the camp: and 
thou shalt hear what they say; and afterward shall thy 
hands be strengthened to go down into the camp.” Then 
went he down with Purah his servant unto the outermost 
part of the armed men that were in the camp. And the 
Midianites and the Amalekites and all the children of 
the east lay along in the valley like locusts for multitude; 
and their camels were without number, as the sand which 
is upon the seashore for multitude. 

And when Gideon was come, behold, there was a man 
telling a dream unto his fellow; and he said, “Behold, I 
dreamed a dream; and, lo, a cake of barley bread 
tumbled into the camp of Midian, and came unto the tent, 
and smote it so that it fell, and turned it upside down, so 
that the tent lay flat.” 

And his fellow answered and said, “This is nothing else 
save the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of 
Israel: into his hand God hath delivered Midian, and all 
the host.” 

And it was so when Gideon heard the telling of the 
dream, and the interpretation thereof, that he worshipped; 
and he returned into the camp of Israel, and said, “Arise; 
for Jehovah hath delivered into your hand the host of 
Midian.” And he divided the three hundred men into 
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three companies, and he put into the hands of all of them 
trumpets, and empty pitchers, and torches within the 
pitchers. . 

And he said unto them, “Look on me, and do likewise: 
and, behold, when I come to the outermost part of the 
camp, it shall be that, as I do, so shall ye do. When I blow 
the trumpet, I and all that are with me, then blow ye the 
trumpets also on every side of all the camp, and say, ‘For 
Jehovah and for Gideon.’ ”’ 

So Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him, 
came unto the outermost part of the camp in the begin- 
ning of the middle watch, when they had but newly set 
the watch; and they blew the trumpets, and brake in 
pieces the pitchers that were in their hands. 

And the three companies blew the trumpets, and brake 
the pitchers, and held the torches in their left hands, and 
the trumpets in their right hands wherewith to blow; and 
they cried, “The sword of Jehovah and of Gideon.” And 
they stood every man in his place round about the camp; 
and all the host ran; and they shouted, and put them to 
flight. And they blew the three hundred trumpets, and 
Jehovah set every man’s sword against his fellow, and 
against all the host; and the host fled as far as Bethshittah 
toward Zererah, as far as the border of Abelmehoiah, by 
Tabbath. And the men of Israel were gathered together 
out of Naphtali, and out of Asher, and out of all Manas- 
seh, and pursued after Midian. 


Then the men of Israel said unto Gideon, “Rule thou 
over us, both thou, and thy son, and thy son’s son also; 
for thou hast saved us out of the hand of Midian.” 

And Gideon said unto them, “I will not rule over you, 
neither shall my son rule over you: Jehovah shall rule 
over you.” 

And Gideon said unto them, “I would make a request 
of you, that ye would give me every man the ear-rings of 
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his spoil.” (For they had golden ear-rings, because they 
were Ishmaelites. ) 

And they answered, “We will willingly give them.” 
/\nd they spread a garment, and did cast therein every 
man the ear-rings of his spoil. And the weight of the 
golden ear-rings that he requested was a thousand and 
seven hundred shekels of gold; besides the crescents, and 
tk: pendants, and the purple raiment that was on the 
kings of Midian, and besides ehe chains that were about 
their camels’ necks. 

And Gideon made an ephod thereof, and put it in his 
city, even in Ophrah: and all Israel played the~ harlot 
after it there; and it became a snare unto Gideon, and to 
his house. So Midian was subdued before the children of 
Israel, and they lifted up their heads no more. And the 
land had rest forty years in the days of Gideon. 
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Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man of valor, 
be was the son of a harlot: and Gilead begat Jeph- 
thah. 

And Gilead’s wife bare him sons; and when his wife’s 
sons grew up, they drove out Jephtha, and said unto him, 
“Thou shalt not inherit in our father’s house; for thou 
art the son of another woman.” Then Jephtha fled from 
his brethren, and dwelt in the land of Tob: and there 
were gathered vain fellows to Jephthah, and they went 
out with him. 

And it came to pass after a while, that the children 
of Ammon made war against Israel. 

And it was so, that, when the children of Ammon made 
war against Israel, the elders of Gilead went to fetch 
Jephthah out of the land of Tob, and they said unto 
Jephthah, “Come and be our chief, that we may fight with 
the children of Ammon.” 

And Jephthah said unto the elders of Gilead, “Did not 
ye hate me, and drive me out of my father’s house? and 
why are ye come unto me now when ye are in distress?” 

And the elders of Gilead said unto Jephthah, “There- 
fore are we turned again to thee now, that thou mayest 
go with us, and fight with the children of Ammon; and 
thou shalt be our head over all the inhabitants of Gilead.” 

And Jephthah said unto the elders of Gilead, “If ye 
bring me home again to fight with the children of Am- 
mon, and Jehovah deliver them before me shall I be your 
head?” 

And the elders of Gilead said unto Jephthah, “Jehovah 
shall be witness between us; surely according to thy word 
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so will we do.” Then Jephthah went with the elders of 
Gilead, and the people made him head and chief over 
them; and Jephthah spake all his words before Jehovah in 
Mizpah. 

And Jephthah sent messengers unto the king of the 
children of Ammon, saying, “What hast thou to do with 
me, that thou art come unto me to fight against my land?” 

And the king of the children of Ammon answered unto 
the messengers of Jephthah, “Because Israel took away 
my land, when he came up out of Egypt, from the Arnon 
even unto the Jabbok, and unto the Jordan: now therefore 
restore those lands again peaceably.” 

Then the Spirit of Jehovah came upon Jephthah. And 
Jephthah vowed a vow unto Jehovah, and said, “If thou 
wilt indeed deliver the children of Ammon into my hand, 
then it shall be, that whatsoever cometh forth from the 
doors of my house to meet me, when I return in peace 
from the children of Ammon, it shall be Jehovah’s and 
I will offer it up for a burnt-offering.” 

So Jephthah passed over unto the children of Ammon 
to fight against them; and Jehovah delivered them into 
his hand. And he smote them from Aroer until thou 
come to Minnith, even twenty cities, and unto Abel- 
cheramim, with a very great slaughter. So the children 
of Ammon were subdued before the children of Israel. 

And Jephthah came to Mizpah unto his house; and, be- 
hold, his daughter came out to meet him with timbrels and 
with dances: and she was his only child; besides her he 
had neithcr son nor daughter. 

And it came to pass, when he saw her, that he rent his 
clothes, and said, “Alas, my daughter, thou hast brought 
me very low, and thou art one of them that trouble me; 
for I have opened my mouth unto Jehovah, and I cannot 
go back.” 

And she said unto him, “My father, thou hast opened 
thy mouth unto Jehovah; do unto me according to that 
which hath proceeded out of thy mouth, forasmuch as 


[136] 


JEPHTHAH 


Jehovah hath taken vengeance for thee on thine enemies, 
even on the children of Ammon.” 

And she said unto her father, “Let this thing be done 
for me: let me alone two months, that I may depart and 
go down upon the mountains, and bewail my virginity, I 
and my companions.” 

And he said, “Go.” And he sent her away for two 
months: and she departed, she and her companions, and 
bewailed her virginity upon the mountains. And it came 
to pass at the end of two months, that she returned unto 
her father, who did with her according to his vow which 
he had vowed: and she knew not man. And it was a 
custom in Israel, that the daughters of Israel went yearly 
to celebrate the daughter of Jephthah the Gileadite four 
days in a year. 

And Jephthah judged Israel six years. Then died Jeph- 
thah the Gileadite, and was buried in one of the cities of 
Gilead, 
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And there was a certain man whose name was Manoah; 
and his wife was barren. 

And the angel of Jehovah appeared unto the woman, 
and said unto her, “Behold now, thou art barren, and 
bearest not; but thou shalt bear a son. Now therefore 
beware, I pray thee, and drink no wine nor strong drink, 
and eat not any unclean thing: for, lo, thou shalt bear a 
son; and no razor shall come upon his head; for the child 
shall be a Nazirite unto God from the womb: and he shall 
begin to save Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.” 

Then the woman came and told her husband. 

Then Manoah entreated Jehovah, and said, “Oh, Lord, 
I pray thee, let the man of God whom thou didst send 
come again unto us, and teach us what we shall do unto 
the child that shall be born.” 

And God hearkened to the voice of Manoah; and the 
angel of God came again unto the woman as she sat in 
the field: but Manaoh her husband was not with her. And 
the woman made haste, and ran, and told her husband, 
and said unto him, “Behold, the man hath appeared unto 
me, that came unto me the other day.” 

And Manoah arose, and went after his wife, and came 
to the man, and said unto him, “Art thou the man that 
spakest unto the woman?” 

And he said, “I am.” 

And Manoah said, “Now let thy words come to pass: 
what shall be the ordering of the child, and how shall 
we do unto him?” 

And the angel of Jehovah said unto Manoah, “Of all 
that I said unto the woman let her beware. She may not 
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eat of anything that cometh of the vine, neither let her 
drink wine or strong drink, nor eat any unclean thing, 
all that I commanded her let her observe.” 

And Manoah said unto the angel.of Jehovah, “I pray 
thee, let us detain thee, that we may make ready a kid 
for thee.” 

And the angel of Jehovah said unto Manoah, “Though 
thou detain me, I will not eat of thy bread; and if thou 
wilt make ready a burnt-offering, thou must offer it unto 
Jehovah.” For Manoah knew not that he was the angel 
of Jehovah. 

So Manoah took the kid with the meal-offering, and 
offered it upon the rock unto Jehovah: and the angel did 
wondrously ; and Manoah and his wife looked on. For it 
came to pass, when the flame went up toward heaven 
from off the altar, that the angel of Jehovah ascended in 
the flame of the altar: and Manoah and his wife looked 
on; and they fell on their faces to the ground. 

But the angel of Jehovah did no more appear to Ma- 
noah or to his wife. Then Manoah knew that he was 
the angel of Jehovah. 

And the woman bare a son, and called his name Sam- 
son: and the child grew, and Jehovah blessed him. 


And Samson went down to Timnah, and saw a woman 
in Timnah of the daughters of the Philistines. 

And he came up, and told his father and his mother, 
and said, “I have seen a woman in Timnah of the daugh- 
ters of the Philistines: now therefore get her for me to 
wife.” 

Then his father and his mother said unto him, “Ts there 
never a woman among the daughters of thy brethren, or 
among all my people, that thou goest to take a wife of 
the uncircumcised Philistines?” 

And Samson said unto his father, “Get her for me; for 
she pleaseth me well. But his father and his mother 
knew not that it was of Jehovah; for he sought an oc- 
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casion against the Philistines. Now at that time the 
Philistines had rule over Israel. 

Then went Samson down, and his father and his 
mother, to Timnah, and came to the vineyards of Tim- 
nah: and, behold, a young lion roared against him. And 
the Spirit of Jehovah came mightily upon him, and he 
rent him as he would have rent a kid; and he had noth- 
ing in his hand; but he told not his father or his mother 
what he had done. 

And he went down, and talked with the woman; and 
she pleased Samson well. And after a while he returned 
to take her; and he turned aside to see the carcass of the 
lion: and, behold, there was a swarm of bees in the body 
of the lion, and honey. And he took it into his hands, 
and went on, eating as he went; and he came to his father 
and mother, and gave unto them, and they did eat; but 
he told them not that he had taken the honey out of the 
body of the lion. 

And his father went down unto the woman: and Sam- 
son made there a feast; for so used the young men to do. 
And it came to pass, when they saw him, that they brought 
thirty companions to be with him. 

And Samson said unto them, “Let me now put forth a 
riddle unto you: if ye can declare it unto me within seven 
days of the feast, and find it out, then I will give you 
thirty linen garments and thirty changes of raiment: but 
if ye cannot declare it unto me, then shall ye give me 
thirty linen garments and thirty changes of raiment.” 

And they said unto him, “Put forth thy riddle, that we 
may hear it.” 

And he said unto them, 

“Out of the eater came forth food, 

And out of the strong came forth sweetness.” 

And they could not in three days declare the riddle. 

And it came to pass on the seventh day, that they said 
unto Samson’s wife, “Entice thy husband, that he may 
declare unto us the riddle, lest we burn thee and thy 
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father’s house with fire: have ye called us to impoverish 
us? is it not so?” 

And Samson’s wife wept before him, and said, “Thou 
dost but hate me, and lovest me not: thou hast put forth 
a riddle unto the children of my people, and hast not told 
it me.” 

And he said unto her, “Behold, I have not told it my 
father nor my mother, and shall I tell thee?” 

And she wept before him the seven days, while their 
feast lasted: and it came to pass on the seventh day, that 
he told her, because she pressed him sore; and she told 
the riddle to the children of her people. 

And the men of the city said unto him on the seventh 
day before the sun went down, “What is sweeter than 
honey? and what is stronger than a lion?” 

And he said unto them, 

“If ye had not plowed with my heifer, Ye had not 
found out my riddle.” 

‘And the Spirit of Jehovah came mightily upon him, 
and he went down to Ashkelon, and smote thirty men of 
them, and took their spoil, and gave the changes of rai- 
ment unto them that declared the riddle. And his anger 
was kindled, and he went up to his father’s house. But 
Samson’s wife was given to his companion, whom he had 
used as his friend. 

But it came to pass after a while, in the time of wheat 
harvest, that Samson visited his wife with a kid; and he 
said, “I will go in to my wife into the chamber.” But 
her father would not suffer him to go in. 

And her father said, “I verily thought that thou hadst 
utterly hated her; therefore I gave her to thy companion: 
is not her younger sister fairer than she? take her, I pray 
thee, instead of her.” 

And Samson said unto them, “This time shall I be 
blameless in regard of the Philistines, when I do them a 
mischief.” 

And Samson went and caught three hundred foxes, and 
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took firebrands, and turned tail to tail, and put a firebrand 
in the midst between every two tails. And when he had 
set the brands on fire, he let them go into the standing 
grain of the Philistines, and burnt up both the shocks and 
the standing grain, and also the oliveyards. 

Then the Philistines said, “Who hath done this?” 

And they said, “Samson, the son-in-law of the Tim- 
nite, because he hath taken his wife, and given her to his 
companion.” And the Philistines came up, and burnt her 
and her father with fire. 

And Samson said unto them, “If ye do after this man- 
ner, surely I will be avenged of you, and after that I will 
cease.”: And he smote them hip and thigh with a great 
slaughter: and he went down and dwelt in the cleft of 
the rock of Etam. 

Then the Philistines went up, and encamped in Judah. 
And the men of Judah said, “Why are ye come up 
against us?” 

And they said, “To bind Samson are we come up, to 
do ta him as he hath done to us.” 

Then three thousand men of Judah went down to the 
cleft of the rock of Etam, and said to Samson, “Knowest 
thou not that the Philistines are rulers over us? what 
then is this that thou hast done unto us?” 

And he said unto them, “As they did unto me, so 
have I done unto them.” 

And they said unto him, “We are come down to bind 
thee, that we may deliver thee into the hand of the 
Philistines.” 

And Samson said unto them, “Swear unto me, that ye 
will not fall upon me yourselves.” 

And they spake unto him, saying, “No; but we will bind 
thee fast, and deliver thee into their hand: but surely 
we will not kill thee.” And they bound him with two 
new ropes, and brought him up from the rock. 

When he came unto Lehi, the Philistines shouted as 
they met him: and the Spirit of Jehovah came mightily 
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upon him, and the ropes that were upon his arms became 
as flax that was burnt with fire, and his bands dropped 
from off his hands. And he found a fresh jawbone of 
an ass, and put forth his hand, and took it, and smote a 
thousand men therewith. 

And Samson said, 

“With the jawbone of an ass, heaps upon heaps, 

With the jawbone of an ass have I smitten a thou- 
sand men.” 

And Samson went to Gaza. And it was told the 
Gazites, saying, “Samson is come hither.” 

And they compassed him in, and laid wait for him all 
night in the gate of the city, and were quiet all the night, 
saying, “Let be till morning light, then we will kill him.”— 
And Samson lay till midnight, and arose at midnight, and 
laid hold of the doors of the gate of the city, and the two 
posts, and plucked them up, bar and all, and put them upon 
his shoulders, and carried them up to the top of the 
mountain that is before Hebron. 


And it came to pass afterward, that he loved a woman 
in the valley of Sorek, whose name was Delilah. 

And the lords of the Philistines came up unto her, and 
said unto her, “Entice him, and see wherein his great 
strength lieth, and by what means we may prevail against 
him, that we may bind him to afflict him: and we will give 
thee every one of us eleven hundred pieces of silver.” 

And Delilah said to Samson, “Tell me, I pray thee, 
wherein thy great strength lieth, and wherewith thou 
mightest be bound to afflict thee.” 

And Samson said unto her, “If they bind me with seven 
green withes that were never dried, then shall I become 
weak, and be as another man.” Then the lords of the 
Philistines brought up to her seven green withes which 
had not been dried, and she bound him with them. Now 
she had liers-in-wait abiding in the inner chamber. 

And she said unto him, “The Philistines are upon thee, 
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Samson.” ‘And he brake the withes, as a string of tow is 
broken when it toucheth the fire. So his strength was not 
known. 

And Delilah said unto Samson, “Behold, thou hast 
mocked me, and told me lies: now tell me, I pray thee, 
wherewith thou mightest be bound.” 

And he said unto her, “If they only bind me with new 
ropes wherewith no work hath been done, then shall I 
become weak, and be as another man.” 

So Delilah took new ropes, and bound him therewith, 
and said unto him, “The Philistines are upon thee, Sam- 
son.” And the liers-in-wait were abiding in the inner 
chamber. And he brake them from off his arms like a 
thread. 

And Delilah said unto Samson, “Hitherto thou hast 
mocked me, and told me lies: tell me wherewith thou 
mightest be bound.” 

And he said unto her, “If thou weavest the seven locks 
of my head with the web.” 

And she fastened it with the pin, and said unto him, 
“The Philistines are upon thee, Samson.” And he 
awaked out of his sleep, and plucked away the pin of the 
beam, and the web. 

And she said unto him, “How canst thou say, I love 
thee, when thy heart is not with me? thou hast mocked 
me these three times, and hast not told me wherein thy 
great strength lieth.’ And it came to pass, when she 
pressed him daily with her words, and urged him, that 
his soul was vexed unto death. 

And he told her all his heart, and said unto her, “There 
hath not come a razor upon my head; for I have been a 
Nazirite unto God from my mother’s womb: if I be 
shaven, then my strength will go from me, and I shall 
become weak, and be like any other man.” 

And when Delilah saw that he had told her all his 
heart, she sent and called for the lords of the Philistines, 
saying, “Come up this once, for he hath told me all his 
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heart.” Then the lords of the Philistines came up unto 
her, and brought the money in their hand. And she made 
him sleep upon her knees; and she called for a man, and’ 
shaved off the seven locks of his head; and she began to 
afflict him, and his strength went from him. 

And she said, “The Philistines are upon thee, Samson.” 

And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, “I will go out 
as at other times, and shake myself free.” But he knew 
not that Jehovah was departed from him. And the Philis- 
tines laid hold on him, and put out his eyes; and they 
brought him down to Gaza, and bound him with fetters 
of brass; and he did grind in the prison-house. Howbeit 
the hair of his head began to grow again after he was 
shaven. 


And the lords of the Philistines gathered them together 
to offer a great sacrifice unto Dagon their god, and to re- 
joice; for they said, “Our god hath delivered Samson our 
enemy into our hand.” 

And they called for Samson out of the prison-house ; 
and he made sport before them. And they set him 
between the pillars. 

And Samson said unto the lad that held him by the 
hand, “Suffer me that I may feel the pillars whereupon 
the house resteth, that I may lean upon them.” Now the 
house was full of.men and women; and all the lords of 
the Philistimes were there; and there were upon the roof 
about three thousand men and women, that beheld while 
Samson made sport. 

And Samson called unto Jehovah, and said, “Oi: Lord 
Jehovah, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, 
I pray thee only this once, O God, that I may be at once 
avenged of the Philistines for my two eyes.” And Sam- 
son took hold of the two middle pillars upon which the 
house rested, and leaned upon them, the one with his right 
hand, and the other with his left. 

- And Samson said, “Let me die with the Philistines.” 
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And he bowed himself with all his might; and the house 
fell upon the lords, and upon all the people that were 
therein. So the dead that he slew at his death were more 
than they that he slew in his life. Then his brethren and 
all the house of his father came down, and took him, and 
brought him up, and buried him between Zorah and Esh- 
taol in the burying-place of Manoah his father. And he 
judged Israel twenty years. 
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